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Perfect ending 

Clemson makes case as best ever 
as it dismantles Alabama in title 
game to complete 15-0 season 
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Clemson cornerback Trayvon Mullen 
celebrates after the Tigers’ 44-16 
victory over Alabama in the College 
Football Playoff championship game 
Monday night in Santa Clara, Calif. 
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Military budget 
could take hit 
if Trump orders 
wall to be built 

By Paul Sonne 
The Washington Post 

WASHINGTON — If President Donald 
Trump declares a national emergency to 
force the military to build a wall on the U.S. 
border with Mexico, the Pentagon might 
have to figure out which military construc¬ 
tion projects around the world to cancel, 
pare back or put on hold in order to free up 
money for the initiative. 

The possibility that Trump could draw 
on military funds to build the wall using 
emergency powers comes amid an impasse 
with congressional Democrats that has led 
to a partial government shutdown now in 
its third week. Trump, who was to make 
a case for the wall in an address Tuesday 
night, has refused to sign any funding bill 
to reopen the federal agencies that doesn’t 
include $5.7 billion toward the wall. 

One possible workaround is for Trump to 
declare a national emergency and order the 
U.S. military to construct the wall. The pres¬ 
ident threatened to do so on Friday, saying 
he could declare a national emergency if he 
wants to and build the wall “very quickly.” 
SEE WALL ON PAGE 6 


Kim visits China 
as possible prelude 
to 2nd US summit 

By Kim Gamel 

Stars and Stripes 

SEOUL, South Korea — A week after 
saying he was ready to meet with Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump anytime, North Kore¬ 
an leader Kim Jong Un arrived in Beijing 
on Tuesday for his fourth summit with 
China’s president in a reminder that he has 
other powerful friends. 

The trip, which coincided with Kim’s 
birthday, came days after Trump said 
SEE CHINA ON PAGE 3 

■ Navy destroyer sails within 12 miles 
of Chinese-claimed Paracel Islands 
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AP 

Acting Defense Secretary Patrick Shanahan — shown in August with 
Vice President Mike Pence, center, and then-Defense Secretary 
Jim Mattis, right — tweeted Sunday, “I greatly appreciate Kevin 
Sweeney’s service to our nation.” 


Monica KiNe/Courtesy of the U.S. Army 

Sweeney, who served as Mattis’ 
chief of staff for two years, 
resigned Saturday. 



Mattis’ chief of staff leaves DOD 


By Caitlin M. Kenney 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — Retired 
Rear Adm. Kevin Sweeney, the 
chief of staff for former Defense 
Secretary Jim Mattis, resigned 
Saturday, becoming the most re¬ 
cent of several staff departures at 
the Pentagon. 

“After two years in the Penta¬ 
gon, I’ve decided the time is right 
to return to the private sector. It 
has been an honor to serve again 
alongside the men and women 
of the Department of Defense,” 
Sweeney said in a statement re¬ 
leased Saturday. 

Sweeney had served under Mat¬ 
tis, who resigned Dec. 20, since 
January 2017, providing counsel 
and advice to the secretary about 
the department, according to his 
Defense Department biography. 

“The DoD does not have any 
personnel announcements,” Pen¬ 


tagon spokesman Cmdr. Michael 
Cody said about a potential re¬ 
placement for Sweeney. 

In a series of tweets Sunday, 
acting Defense Secretary Patrick 
Shanahan wrote: “I greatly appre¬ 
ciate Kevin Sweeney’s service to 
our nation, first as a Navy officer 
of more than 30 years, and then 
as the Chief of Staff for the Sec¬ 
retary of Defense for the past two 
years. As he steps down to reen¬ 
ter the private sector, we’re going 
to miss him here in the Pentagon. 
We know great things are in store 
for him and his family.” 

After graduating from the 
Naval Academy in 1982, Swee¬ 
ney served in several positions 
including commander of the USS 
Cole in 2001 to oversee its repair 
and return to the fleet after the 
Oct. 12, 2000, terrorist attack on 
the ship in Yemen that killed 17 
sailors. He also deployed to the 


Mediterranean Sea in support 
of Operation Iraqi Freedom, ac¬ 
cording to a Navy biography. He 
retired in 2014 after 32 years of 
service. 

After his military retirement, 
Sweeney was the vice president 
for Track Patch 1 Corp., a start-up 
that developed “a radio frequency 
patch to monitor the movements 
of loved ones afflicted with Al¬ 
zheimer’s dementia,” according 
to his DOD biography. 

Sweeney’s resignation comes 
less than a week after Dana White, 
the former chief Pentagon spokes¬ 
woman, left the department Dec. 
31. White was under investigation 
by the DOD Inspector General on 
suspicion of using her staff to run 
personal errands and then retali¬ 
ating against them, according to a 
CNN report in August 2018. 

kenney.caitlin@stripes.com 
Twitter: @caitlinmkenney 


Sergeant on trial 
for odd episodes 

Accused of pointing unloaded weapon, calling Gl fat 


By Nancy Montgomery 

Stars and Stripes 

VICENZA, Italy — A sergeant 
first class pointed an unloaded 
pistol at one soldier, called another 
fat and touched the hair of a third, 
prosecutors said at a special court- 
martial Tuesday. 

“It’s not the crime of the centu¬ 
ry,” Capt. Justin Kman told a nine- 
man panel. “But it’s a crime.” 

Sgt. 1st Class Jessica Barboza, 
an information technology special¬ 
ist, is charged with three military 
crimes, and Kman said the evi¬ 
dence would show she is guilty. 

Barboza’s lawyer cautioned the 
panel against rash decisions and 
argued that the Army’s case is 
weak. 

The charges Barboza faces often 
get dealt with as nonjudicial pun¬ 
ishment in similar situations, but 
a servicemember can refuse and 
accept a court-martial. 

Barboza declined nonjudicial 
punishment, defense attorney Jon¬ 
athan Crisp told Stars and Stripes. 

“She did not believe she was 
going to get a full and fair hear¬ 
ing,” Crisp said. 

If she is found guilty, the sentenc¬ 
ing guidelines call for up to a year 
in jail and a bad-conduct discharge. 
The charges against her stem from 
three incidents, which Kman de¬ 
scribed in his opening statement. 

Pointing a 9 mm pistol at an¬ 
other sergeant during prelimi¬ 
nary marksmanship instruction at 


the range near Allied Joint Force 
Command Naples in November 
2017 constituted dereliction of 
duty, he said. 

“She said, ‘Stay still so I can find 
my sight picture,”’ the prosecu¬ 
tor said. “The government doesn’t 
care if SFC Barboza thought she 
was being funny.” 

Repeatedly calling a specialist 
fat in front of other soldiers was 
maltreatment, he said, and Bar¬ 
boza had committed disrespect of 
a noncommissioned officer when 
she touched the hair of a black 
staff sergeant and made a deroga¬ 
tory comment. 

Hold Barboza to account, Kman 
urged. Then, “we all move on and 
put the needs of our soldiers first.” 

Barboza’s legal team, however, 
lectured the panel on the danger of 
a rush to judgment that could have 
lifelong ramifications for his client 
and suggested that the specialist 
was in fact fat. 

“I’d ask you to keep two con¬ 
cepts in mind — context and cul¬ 
ture,” Davis Younts said. “What 
was the context? Who else was in 
the room? Were there personality 
conflicts?” 

The Army would not succeed in 
proving his client guilty, Younts 
told the panel. 

“The government will not be 
able to prove there was the re¬ 
quired criminal intent,” he said. 

The court-martial is expected to 
finish Wednesday. 

montgomery.nancy@stripes.com 
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PACIFIC _ 

US destroyer sails near 
islands claimed by China 



John HARRis/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy 


Ensign Thanh Xuong Giang relays information to the air and deck 
crew aboard the destroyer USS McCampbell in the East China Sea 
on Dec. 27. 


By Caitlin Doornbos 

Stars and Stripes 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, 
Japan — The USS McCampbell 
destroyer sailed within 12 nauti¬ 
cal miles of the Chinese-claimed 
Paracel Islands in a freedom- 
of-navigation mission Monday, a 
Navy official said. 

The exercise was meant to “chal¬ 
lenge excessive maritime claims 
and preserve access to the water¬ 
ways as governed by international 
law,” 7th Fleet spokesman Cmdr. 
Clay Doss told Stars and Stripes in 
an email Tuesday. 

China claims the Paracel Is¬ 
lands in the South China Sea as 
its own, building on and milita¬ 
rizing several of the islands and 
reefs in the archipelago. Taiwan 
and Vietnam also claim several 
of the islands. However, interna¬ 
tional law does not recognize their 
sovereignty. 

The patrol sparked complaints 
from Beijing as Chinese and 
American officials began talks 
Monday on ending the trade battle 
between the two countries. 

The Chinese military sent air¬ 
craft and a ship “to conduct veri¬ 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

the U.S. is negotiating with the 
North on a venue for a second 
summit between their countries to 
try to break a deadlock in nuclear 
negotiations. 

China is North Korea’s main 
ally and trading partner, and the 
high-profile visit offers him a 
chance to lobby President Xi Jin¬ 
ping for support in easing U.S.-led 
sanctions — a mgjor sticking point 
in talks with Washington. 

Kim left for China on Monday 
on a special train with his wife, 
Ri Sol Ju, and top officials, in¬ 
cluding main nuclear negotiator 
Kim Yong Choi, at Xi’s invitation, 
state-run media reported. China’s 
official Xinhua news agency also 
confirmed the visit in a brief 
dispatch. 

A motorcade that included mo¬ 
torcycle escorts was seen Tues¬ 
day leaving a Beijing train station 
shortly after the arrival of the 
North Korean train. 

Kim later met with Xi for about 
an hour to discuss the possible 
summit with Trump and ways to 
strengthen ties, the Yonhap News 
Agency reported, citing unidenti¬ 
fied sources. It said Kim and his 
wife also apparently attended a 
dinner hosted by Xi and his wife 
at the Great Hall of the People. 

The third-generation leader, 
who is believed to have turned 35 
on Tuesday, was due to remain 
in the neighboring country until 
Thursday. 

South Korea, a U.S. ally that has 
moved toward improving relations 


fication and identification on the 
U.S. ship” in response to the Mc- 
Campbell’s patrol and “warned it 
to leave,” Beijing’s Foreign Minis¬ 
try spokesman, Lu Kang, told re¬ 
porters Monday, according to an 
official English translation of the 
press conference transcript pub¬ 
lished by the Defense Ministry. 

Chinese officials’ “stem” com¬ 
plaints with the United States 
claimed the McCampbell’s ac¬ 
tion “violated Chinese laws and 
relevant international laws, in¬ 
fringed upon China’s sovereignty 
and undermined peace, security 
and order of the relevant waters,” 
Kang said. 

“The Chinese side firmly op¬ 
poses the relevant action by the 
U.S. side and urges the U.S. to im¬ 
mediately stop such provocations,” 
he said. “We will continue to take 
necessary measures to safeguard 
our national sovereignty and 
security.” 

Doss said the patrol was routine 
and emphasized that “all opera¬ 
tions are designed in accordance 
with international law and demon¬ 
strate that the United States will 
fly, sail and operate wherever in¬ 
ternational law allows.” 


with the North despite stalled nu¬ 
clear talks, expressed hope that 
meetings between Xi and Kim 
would “contribute to the complete 
denuclearization of the Korean 
Peninsula and the establishment 
of lasting peace.” 

“Particularly, we hope these 
exchanges be¬ 
tween North 
Korea and 
China will be a 
steppingstone 
to the second 
Pyongyang- 
Washington 
summit,” 
presidential 
spokesman 
Kim Eui- 
kyeom told 
reporters. 

Trump and 
Kim reached 
a vague 

agreement to 
work toward the “complete denu¬ 
clearization of the Korean Penin¬ 
sula” during their first meeting 
on June 12 in Singapore. But talks 
have since faltered over disagree¬ 
ments about how to accomplish 
that. 

Bonnie Glaser, a senior adviser 
on Asia at the Washington-based 
Center for Strategic and Interna¬ 
tional Studies, said both Xi and 
Kim have an interest in showing 
solidarity amid delicate negotia¬ 
tions with Washington. 

She said Kim is likely to ask Bei¬ 
jing for help in easing U.S.-led eco¬ 
nomic sanctions as well as advice 
in dealing with Trump. 


“We conduct routine and regu¬ 
lar Freedom of Navigation Opera¬ 
tions, as we have done in the past 
and will continue to in the future,” 
he said in the email. “FONOPs 
are not about any one country, nor 
are they about making political 
statements.” 

In recent months, Chinese mili¬ 
tary experts have been calling 
for the country’s navy to take ag¬ 
gressive actions against the U.S. 
in retaliation for crossing into wa¬ 
ters claimed by China without its 
permission. 

Australia’s news.com reported 
Jan. 2 that the deputy head of 
the Chinese Academy of Military 
Sciences and Chinese navy, Rear 
Adm. Lou Yuan, told an audience 
at the 2018 Military Industry List 
summit in Shenzhen in December 
that China could end the patrols 
by sinking two American aircraft 
carriers. 

In his speech, Lou boasted that 
China has new anti-ship ballistic 
and cruise missiles that have the 
power to take down the U.S.’ air¬ 
craft carriers, according to news, 
com. 

The U.S. has one forward-de¬ 
ployed aircraft carrier, the USS 


“Kim is trying not to put all of 
his eggs in one basket,” she said. 
“Obviously, showing that he has 
good relations with others, keep¬ 
ing China on his side and South 
Korea, to some extent, on his side, 
I think, is a good play. 

“I think from Xi Jinping’s point 
of view, there is a desire to remain 
relevant on the peninsula, to en¬ 
sure that China’s interests are 
being protected,” she added. 

China and the U.S. also have 
seen relations worsen during a 
trade war, although Trump and 
Xi agreed to a pause during then- 
meeting last month at the G-20 
summit in Argentina. 

“Kim is eager to remind the 
Trump administration that he 
does have diplomatic and econom¬ 
ic options besides what Washing¬ 
ton and Seoul can offer,” Harry 
Kazianis, of the Center for the Na¬ 
tional Interest, a U.S. think tank, 
said in an emailed statement. 

“Xi also gains from a summit 
with Kim — and the timing could 
not be any better,” he said, citing 
the trade dispute. “It shows Bei¬ 
jing clearly has a North Korea 
card to play if it sees fit.” 

The North Korean leader 
made his first trip abroad since 
assuming power in 2011 to China 
before his first summit with 
Trump — a sign of Beijing’s in¬ 
fluence as an ideological ally and 
economic lifeline for the North. 
He also traveled to Beijing two 
other times, in May and June. 

Kim said in his New Year’s 
Day address that he was “ready 
to meet the U.S. president again 


Ronald Reagan, which is home- 
ported in Japan. Several other 
carriers routinely patrol the Pa¬ 
cific, including the USS Carl Vin¬ 
son and USS Theodore Roosevelt. 

“What the United States fears 
the most is taking casualties,” Lou 
said, while noting that destroying 
two carriers could kill thousands 
of sailors, according to the Austra¬ 
lian news agency. “We’ll see how 
frightened America is.” 

Lou’s comments came a few 
weeks after Dai Xu, president of 
China’s Institute of Marine Safety 
and Cooperation, on Dec. 8 called 
for the Chinese navy to “ram” the 
next U.S. ship to “break into Chi¬ 
nese waters again,” according to 
a report by the state-run Global 


anytime” but warned the United 
States against pushing ahead with 
economic sanctions. 

The U.S. administration insists 
on maintaining the punishing 
measures aimed at forcing the 
North to give up its nuclear weap¬ 
ons. But Pyongyang seeks a re¬ 
ciprocal approach, with rewards 
including eased sanctions for steps 
already taken. 

Those steps include a nuclear 
and missile testing moratorium, 
which has helped ease tensions. 
The tests had raised fears of a 
nuclear war before the diplomatic 
push began in force last year. 

Experts have said those mea¬ 
sures are probably reversible, and 
recent satellite images suggest the 
North is continuing with its devel¬ 
opment of nuclear weapons. 

Trump told reporters outside 
the White House on Sunday that 
his administration is “doing very 
well” with North Korea, citing the 
lack of missile tests as progress. 

State Department officials also 
discussed a possible second sum¬ 
mit with North Korean counter¬ 
parts during recent meetings in 
Hanoi, fueling speculation that the 
Vietnamese capital could host the 
event, a South Korean newspaper 
reported Monday. 

Munhwa Ilbo cited unnamed 
diplomatic sources in Seoul and 
Washington. It noted that Vietnam 
has diplomatic relations with both 
sides and has the symbolic value 
of being a communist country that 
has reformed its economy. 

gamel.kim@stripes.com 
Twitter: @kimgamel 


Times newspaper. 

In September, the U.S. criticized 
the Chinese military for what offi¬ 
cials called an “unsafe and unpro¬ 
fessional” move by sailing within 
45 yards of the USS Decatur as the 
destroyer conducted a freedom- 
of-navigation patrol through the 
Chinese-claimed Spratly Islands. 

The USS Chancellorsville was 
the last U.S. vessel to patrol the 
Paracels. On Nov. 26, the guided- 
missile cruiser sailed around the 
contested islands, but the Navy 
reported that the Chinese military 
took no unsafe actions in response 
to the patrol. 

doornbos.caitlin@stripes.com 
Twitter: @CaitlinDoornbos 


No word on 
progress at 
US-China 
trade talks 

Associated Press 

BEIJING — Talks between the 
U.S. and China on ending their 
tariff war finished their second 
day Tuesday without word on 
whether they’ve made any prog¬ 
ress, as an official newspaper 
warned not to push Beijing too 
hard. 

China is strong and has its own 
needs, said the Global Times, 
published by the ruling Commu¬ 
nist Party. Washington “cannot 
push China too far” and must 
avoid a situation that “spins out of 
control.” 

Negotiators began the talks 
Monday on the trade war, which 
was launched by President Don¬ 
ald Trump in July with tariff 
increases on Chinese goods in re¬ 
sponse to complaints that Beijing 
steals or pressures companies to 
hand over technology. 

Trump and Chinese President 
Xi Jinping agreed on Dec. 1 to 
postpone more tariff increases 
on each other’s goods for 90 days 
while they negotiate. 

But neither side appears to 
have budged, and economists say 
three months is too little time to 
resolve issues that have disrupted 
U.S.-Chinese relations for years. 


China: Kim seen as reminding Trump that he has options 


Kim is 
trying not 
to put all 
of his eggs 
in one 
basket . f 

Bonnie Glaser 

Center for 
Strategic and 
International 
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Page 4 


mmnmfoim 


Stars and Stripes 


Wednesday, January 9,2019 


MILITARY _ 

Reports: 3 being 
investigated in 
contractor's death 



Facebook 


Lockheed Martin contractor Rick Rodriguez, a 20-year Army veteran and Green Beret, was pronounced 
dead Friday after a physical altercation on New Year’s Eve in Iraq. 


By Chad Garland 

Stars and Stripes 

Two Marines and a Navy corps- 
man deployed to northern Iraq are 
being investigated in connection 
with the death of a U.S. contrac¬ 
tor last week, according to media 
reports describing the latest in a 
series of incidents and allegations 
of misconduct involving special 
operations troops. 

The contractor, who worked for 
Lockheed Martin, was wounded 
in a “physical altercation” on New 
Year’s Eve in Irbil, the capital of 
Iraq’s Kurdish region, The New 
York Times first reported Mon¬ 
day, citing two unnamed Defense 
Department officials. 

The man, identified by an aunt 
to The Daily Beast as Rick Ro¬ 
driguez, a 20-year Army veteran 
and Green Beret, was evacuated 
to Landstuhl Regional Medical 
Center in Germany, where he was 
pronounced dead on Friday. 

Rodriguez’s wife and four chil¬ 
dren, who live in Fayetteville, 
N.C., had been flown to Germany 
and decided to remove him from 
life support, an unnamed mili¬ 
tary source told the news website. 
Friends posted consoling mes¬ 
sages on the Facebook pages of 
Rodriguez’s family members. 

An employee “was fatally in¬ 
jured while supporting Special 
Operations Forces within the Op¬ 
eration Inherent Resolve area of 
operations in a non-combat relat¬ 
ed incident,” a Lockheed Martin 
statement said. 

“We are supporting the Naval 


Criminal Investigation Service as 
they conduct an investigation into 
the circumstances of his death,” 
said the emailed statement, which 
did not name Rodriguez. “Our 
thoughts are with his family and 
friends, and we are committed to 
supporting them during this dif¬ 
ficult time.” 

An NCIS spokesman confirmed 
that the matter was under inves¬ 
tigation but declined to provide 
details. 

Operation Inherent Resolve 
referred questions to Marine 
Special Operations Command, 
or MARSOC, where the two Ma¬ 
rines and the sailor were report¬ 
edly assigned on a mission to 
advise Iraqi and Kurdish security 
forces. MARSOC confirmed with 
Stars and Stripes that a forward- 
deployed contractor supporting 
one of their units had died. 

“MARSOC is providing all re¬ 
quested support to investigators 
as they look into this incident,” 
MARSOC spokesman Maj. Nick 
Mannweiler said. 

The Marines and sailor had not 
been detained and remained on 
duty in Iraq, NBC reported, citing 
unnamed U.S. officials. 

The Marines were gunnery ser¬ 
geants, The Daily Beast reported, 
citing unnamed sources. The al¬ 
tercation may have been spurred 
by events at a gym or in a shooting 
competition, in which bravado and 
trash-talking turned into a brawl 
that left Rodriguez beaten into 
unconsciousness. One unnamed 
military official told the outlet 


there were “lots of witnesses.” 

On Facebook, Rodriguez regu¬ 
larly posted photos or videos of 
his gym sessions. About 11 days 
before the fatal incident in Irbil, 
he posted a video of himself lift¬ 
ing weights. 

“This makes sense to me. This 
right here. This place. This sanc¬ 
tuary. This quiets the thoughts. 
Calms the nerves. In here I feel 
like my old self,” he wrote in the 
post. 

About 5,000 U.S. troops are 
deployed to Iraq to train, advise 
and assist security forces battling 
an Islamic State insurgency in 
that country and working to rout 
the militants from their last ref¬ 
uge in neighboring Syria, where 
President Donald Trump called 
for the withdrawal of the roughly 
2,000 troops deployed there last 
month. Trump said he would not 
pull troops out of Iraq, and the 
administration now appears to be 
slowing its proposed withdrawal 
from Syria. 

Some 3,000 U.S. citizen con¬ 


tractors are spread across the two 
countries supporting the military 
mission there, U.S. Central Com¬ 
mand data showed in October, 
with another 3,200 contractors 
coming from the local population 
or third-party countries. 

Last week’s contractor death is 
the latest in a series of high-pro¬ 
file episodes that have raised con¬ 
cerns about misconduct among 
elite troops. The number of special 
operations forces have more than 
doubled since the 9/11 attacks, and 
officials have expressed concerns 
that the units are strained by the 
tempo of deployments supporting 
the wars in Iraq, Syria and Af¬ 
ghanistan, as well as operations 
in dozens of other countries. 

Among the cases that have 
grabbed headlines: Two Navy 
SEALs and two Marines were 
charged last year in the 2017 
strangling of a Green Beret in 
Mali; a SEAL is standing trial on 
war crimes charges for allegedly 
stabbing to death a wounded Is¬ 
lamic State prisoner in Iraq; and a 


Green Beret is charged with mur¬ 
dering a suspected Taliban bomb 
maker in custody in Afghanistan 
in 2010. 

A commando unit in Afghani¬ 
stan is also reportedly under in¬ 
vestigation for the beating death 
of an Afghan detainee last year. 

The issue does not appear to be 
limited to U.S. special operations 
forces. A series of media reports 
last year exposed allegations of 
war crimes by elite Australian 
units. 

Last month, Gen. Tony Thomas, 
head of U.S. Special Operations 
Command, called for a 90-day re¬ 
view that will look at instruction, 
culture, command climate sur¬ 
veys and research into behavioral 
health issues linked to operations. 
Thomas cited the need to prevent 
“an eroded values system” from 
going unchecked and undermin¬ 
ing trust in the elite forces. 

garland.chad@stripes.com 
Twitter: @chadgarland 


Stuttgart law banning diesel vehicles affects some troops 



John VANDivER/Stars and Stripes 


A new law in Stuttgart, which also applies to servicemembers, bans 
older diesel cars within city limits. 


By John Vandiver 

Stars and Stripes 

STUTTGART, Germany 
— Drivers of diesel vehicles in 
the Stuttgart military commu¬ 
nity may want to consider selling 
their cars to troops in other parts 
of Germany as a new environ¬ 
mental law barring many of them 
takes effect in the city. 

A ban on diesel-powered cars 
with the emission standard Euro 
4 or below became official on Jan. 
1. A transitional period for city 
residents means that drivers have 
until March 31 to comply with a 
regulation designed to reduce 
emissions in a city with a reputa¬ 
tion for polluted air. 

Diesel cars are popular among 
German drivers for their fuel ef¬ 
ficiency and Americans some¬ 
times buy older models during 
their overseas tours. 

“Diesel vehicle owners who 
live or work on Patch, Kelley, and 
Robinson Barracks after April 1, 


2019, may wish to consider selling 
the vehicle or converting it to an¬ 
other acceptable fuel source for 
use,” U.S. Army Garrison Stutt¬ 
gart said in an advisory to com¬ 
munity members. 


The Euro 4 diesel emission cat¬ 
egory was applied to most new 
cars in the European Union that 
hit the market between 2005 and 
August 2009, as well as new reg¬ 
istrations until December 2010. 


The ban applies within the city 
limits of Stuttgart, which includes 
U.S. European Command and U.S. 
Africa Command headquarters. 
However, garrison headquarters 
at Panzer Kaserne is outside the 
city limits and unaffected. 

The ban also applies to com¬ 
muters traveling through the city 
limits, as well as visiting tourists, 
the city’s website says. 

The Stuttgart garrison recom¬ 
mended resale lots in Kaiserslaut¬ 
ern or Wiesbaden, as opposed to 
garrison headquarters in Boe- 
blingen, which is a short drive 
from Stuttgart’s city limits. 

There are an estimated 530,000 
diesel vehicles operating in the 
Stuttgart region and the new reg¬ 
ulation will affect about 190,000 
of them, the German newspa¬ 
per Deutsche Welle recently 
reported. 

Older diesel engines have been 
blamed for elevated airborne lev¬ 
els of nitrogen dioxide, a harm¬ 
ful pollutant which is emitted at 


higher concentrations compared 
with gasoline engines. Stuttgart 
found levels of the pollutant at 
nearly twice the maximum limit 
at a downtown measurement 
point in 2017. 

Stricter rules could still come. 
A traffic ban on Euro 5 diesels 
could be put in place in 2020 if 
results of an analysis of pollution 
levels in mid-2019 are deemed 
too high, according to the city of 
Stuttgart. 

The Euro 5 standard was ap¬ 
plied to new cars from September 
2009 to August 2014. 

Car owners who meet certain 
criteria can apply to the city of 
Stuttgart for exemptions from the 
diesel vehicle ban, which are con¬ 
sidered on a case-by-case basis 
and must be renewed annually. 

More information about the 
Stuttgart diesel ban can be 
found at https://www.stuttgart. 
de/en/diesel-ban. 

vandiver.john@stripes.com 

Twitter:@john_vandiver 
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WAR ON TERRORISM 


Turkey offers US 
no assurances on 
Syrian Kurds' fate 



Presidential Press Service/AP 


U.S. national security adviser John Bolton, left, and Ibrahim Kalin, 
his Turkish counterpart and senior adviser to President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan, talk at the Presidential Complex in Ankara on Tuesday. 

Top Syrian Kurdish official: 
We’re ready to fight Turkey 


By Zeke Miller 

Associated. Press 

ANKARA, Turkey — Turkish 
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan 
accused the U.S. national security 
adviser of making “a very serious 
mistake” Tuesday by demanding 
that Ankara guarantee the safety 
of Kurdish fighters in northeastern 
Syria before the U.S. withdraws its 
troops from the war-torn country. 

A strained morning of negotia¬ 
tion in Turkey ended without as¬ 
surances of protection for forces 
that fought alongside U.S. troops 
against Islamic State, and indeed 
brought them fresh new threats 
from Turkey. The diplomatic set¬ 
back raised fresh questions about 
how the U.S. would protect its al¬ 
lies in the fight against ISIS and 
about the pace of the drawdown of 
U.S. forces in Syria. 

“John Bolton has made a very 
serious mistake. We cannot make 
any concessions in this regard,” 
Erdogan said Tuesday, just before 
Bolton left the country with ten¬ 
sions between the NATO allies at 
new highs. He added that Ankara’s 
preparations for a new military 
offensive against what the Turk¬ 
ish leader describes as terrorist 
groups in Syria are “to a large ex¬ 
tent” complete. 

Bolton had insisted that Tur¬ 
key refrain from conducting any 
operation unless it was approved 
by and coordinated with the U.S. 
Turkey’s presidential spokesman 
fired back publicly that Turkey 
would not seek permission from its 
allies to conduct a military offen¬ 
sive against Syrian Kurdish fight¬ 
ers but was willing to coordinate 
operations. 

A senior administration official 
said Erdogan’s comments did not 
reflect President Donald Trump’s 
understanding of his Dec. 23 con¬ 
versation with the Turkish leader, 
days after the U.S. president an¬ 
nounced his intent to withdraw 
American troops from northeast¬ 
ern Syria. Trump “thought he got 
a commitment from Erdogan” to 
protect the Kurds, the official said, 
speaking on the condition of ano¬ 
nymity because the official wasn’t 
authorized to speak on the record. 

An official at Tuesday’s meet¬ 
ing between Bolton and senior 
Turkish officials said presidential 
spokesman Ibrahim Kalin stated 
that Erdogan committed that Tur¬ 
key would not take offensive action 
while U.S. forces were there. 

Bolton departed Turkey without 
meeting with Erdogan in an appar¬ 
ent snub by the Turks — the meet¬ 
ing had been expected for days. A 
spokesman for Bolton said U.S. of¬ 
ficials were told Erdogan cited the 
local election season and a speech 
to parliament for not meeting with 
him. 

In the more than two-hour meet¬ 
ing with Kalin, Bolton outlined five 
U.S. principles for the Syria draw¬ 


down, including that “the United 
States opposes any mistreatment 
of opposition forces who fought 
with us against ISIS.” 

In the high-stakes session in An¬ 
kara’s presidential complex, Bolton 
also rebuked Erdogan’s column 
in The New 
York Times, 
in which the 
Turkish lead¬ 
er restated 
his position 
that the Syr¬ 
ian Defense 
Forces were 
members 
of terrorist 
groups and 
criticized the 
U.S. air cam¬ 
paign against ISIS. 

An official at the meeting said 
Bolton told Kalin that Erdogan’s 
op-ed was “wrong and offensive.” 

The official added that the U.S. 
stuck by Trump’s request that the 
Kurds who fought with the U.S. not 
be mistreated, and the Turks stuck 
by their position that the Kurds 
“are terrorist groups and they’re 
free to go after them.” 

Trump abruptly announced last 
month he intended to withdraw 
U.S. troops from Syria, and the 
U.S. has sent mixed signals over 
how soon that would be accom¬ 
plished. Bolton’s trip to the Mid¬ 
east was aimed at assuring allies it 
would not be done precipitously. 

But Kalin told reporters after 
talks with Bolton there is no slow¬ 
down in the timetable for U.S. with¬ 
drawal from Syria. He said U.S. 
officials have said during their dis¬ 
cussions that the withdrawal could 
take place within “120 days.” 

Kalin said talks with Bolton fo¬ 
cused on how the U.S. would col¬ 
lect the weapons that were given 
to Kurdish militia fighting ISIS as 
well as the future of U.S. bases in 
Syria. He said he handed over two 
dossiers to Bolton — one on Turk¬ 
ish help to Kurdish populations in 
Iraq and Syria, the other on the 
Kurdish militias’ “criminal activi¬ 
ties and human rights violations.” 

A Bolton spokesman, Garrett 
Marquis, said in a statement that 
Bolton and Turkish officials “had 
a productive discussion of the 
President’s decision to withdraw 
at a proper pace from Northeast 
Syria.” 

But Erdogan, for his part, said 
Bolton had “made a very serious 
mistake.” 

“Whoever thinks this way is 
also mistaken,” he said. “We can¬ 
not make any concession in this re¬ 
gard and those involved in a terror 
corridor” in Syria would “receive 
the necessary punishment.” 

The Pentagon said Monday no 
U.S. troops have withdrawn from 
Syria yet but added that there 
is an “approved framework” for 
withdrawal. 


By Bassem Mroue 
Associated Press 

BEIRUT — A top Syrian 
Kurdish official said Tuesday 
his fighters are prepared to 
confront Turkish forces if they 
enter northeastern Syria, add¬ 
ing that it’s clear from Ankara’s 
latest statements that Turkey 
has a plan to invade the region. 

Shahoz Hasan is co-chair of 
the largest Kurdish group in 
Syria, the Democratic Union 
Party, or PYD. He spoke to The 
Associated Press by telephone 
from Syria shortly after White 
House national security advis¬ 
er John Bolton — who is trying 
to negotiate the safety of Kurd¬ 
ish allies in northeastern Syria 
— was apparently rebuffed by 
Turkey’s president. 

“We are getting ready to con¬ 
front Turkish threats through 
resistance,” he said. 

Hasan said he hoped the re¬ 
sults of Bolton’s visit to Turkey 
will become clearer in the next 
few days. He said Syria’s Kurds 
are in contact with the Russians 
and the Syrian government and 
could strike a deal such as the 
one reached last month when 
Syrian government troops en¬ 
tered an area close to the north¬ 
ern town of Manbij that Turkey 
had threatened to attack. 

“Until now, there has been 
no (Turkish) military interven¬ 
tion, but if it happens, I believe 
we will be ready to face it, in 
addition to political and dip¬ 
lomatic work with all sides,” 
Hasan said. 


Turkey considers the main 
Syrian Kurdish militia, the 
Peoples Protection Units, or 
YPG, a terrorist group linked 
to the insurgency in Turkey. 
The PYD is the political wing 
of the YPG. 

Meanwhile, deadly fighting 
for the last area under Islamic 
State control in eastern Syria 
continued as the militants took 
advantage of bad weather to 
launch counterattacks. 

U.S.-led coalition warplanes 
and artillery pounded Shaafa 
village in Deir el-Zour prov¬ 
ince near the Iraqi border 
Tuesday, activists and a war 
monitor said, as the U.S.-al¬ 
lied Kurdish-led force tried to 
advance on the ground. Nearly 
two dozen U.S.-backed fighters 
were reportedly killed in fight¬ 
ing Monday. 

The fighting in eastern Syria 
demonstrates the threat still 
posed by ISIS despite claims 
by President Donald Trump 
the group has been defeated. 
The claims were challenged 
by his national security advis¬ 
ers and led to the resignation of 
Defense Secretary Jim Mattis 
and the top U.S. official in the 
coalition against ISIS. 

A statement released Mon¬ 
day by the office of French 
President Emmanuel Macron 
said Macron underlined during 
a telephone call with Trump 
the importance of tight coor¬ 
dination among members of 
the international coalition, “to 
ensure the security of all our 
partners.” 


Afghan bomb 
kills at least 2 

Associated Press 

KABUL, Afghanistan — An Af¬ 
ghan official said at least two civil¬ 
ians were killed when a bomb went 
off in eastern Khost province. 

Habib Shah Ansari, the pro¬ 
vincial health director, also said 
23 people, mostly civilians, were 
wounded in the attack, which took 
place in the provincial capital, the 
city of Khost, on Tuesday. 

Ansari said the explosives were 
placed inside a motorbike that was 
detonated by remote control. 

The Taliban did not make any 
immediate statements on the 
bombing, but the insurgents have 
been carrying out near-daily at¬ 
tacks targeting Afghan forces, in¬ 
cluding in Khost. 

On Monday, a roadside bombing 
killed five civilians and wounded 
seven in the country’s eastern 
Paktika province. 

Nawroz Ishaq, the provincial 
governor’s spokesman, gave the 
casualty figures for Monday’s 
blast in the Jani Khail district. 
No one claimed responsibility for 
the bombing, but Ishaq blamed 
insurgents who usually plant 
bombs on roads to target Afghan 
security forces. 

In Afghanistan’s western 
Badghis province, the provincial 
governor’s spokesman said eight 
security force members were 
killed in two Taliban attacks late 
Sunday. 

Spokesman Jamshid Shahabi 
said the attacks wounded five se¬ 
curity force members and saw 10 
insurgents killed. However, Abdul 
Aziz Beg, the head of Badghis’ 
provincial council, said the attacks 
killed 21 security force members. 
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White House: Tax refunds will not be delayed 


By Marcy Gordon and Jill Colvin 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Taxpayers who are 
owed refunds will be paid on time despite 
the government shutdown that has closed 
many federal agencies, a Trump admin¬ 
istration official said Monday as concern 
mounted over the risk that the payments 
could be delayed. 

The acting director of the White House 
budget office, Russell Vought, said cus¬ 
tomary rules will be changed to make the 
payments possible. He told reporters that 
an “indefinite appropriation” was avail¬ 
able for the refunds, which would go out as 
normal. 

As it dragged through a third week, the 
partial government shutdown could not 
have come at a worse time for the Internal 
Revenue Service. 

Tax-filing season officially begins Jan. 
28, and while those who owe Uncle Sam 


will still have to pay up by April 15, people 
who are due to receive money back have 
worried about whether the closure could 
postpone their payments. 

About three-quarters of taxpayers re¬ 
ceive annual refunds, giving them an in¬ 
centive to file their returns early. Many 
lower-income people count on refunds as 
their biggest cash infusion of the year. 

The IRS said late Monday that it will 
recall a large number of furloughed em¬ 
ployees to process returns. They will prob¬ 
ably work without pay. Under the previous 
rules, hundreds of billions of dollars in 
refunds could be delayed because funding 
would not be available. 

Some experts question whether the 
Trump administration has the legal author¬ 
ity to reverse those earlier policies to allow 
the government to issue refunds during a 
shutdown. Vought framed the move as part 
of President Donald Trump’s goal to make 
the shutdown “as painless as possible.” 


The administration’s announcement 
came as House Speaker Nancy Pelosi 
signaled her intention to begin passing 
individual bills to reopen federal agen¬ 
cies in the coming days, starting with the 
Treasury Department, which includes the 
IRS, to ensure Americans receive their 
refunds. 

Some Senate Republicans have been 
growing increasingly anxious about the 
extended shutdown and could support 
such legislation from the Democratic-led 
House. 

With the White House announcement on 
refunds, “They’re reversing a long-stand¬ 
ing legal position,” said Howard Gleckman, 
senior fellow and tax expert at the Urban 
Institute. But, he added, “Who’s going to 
sue? It would be hard to show damages. ... 
So they might be able to get away with it.” 

In 2011, the chief counsel at the IRS con¬ 
cluded that such payments were legally al¬ 
lowed during a shutdown. At the time, the 


White House Office of Management and 
Budget, under President Barack Obama, 
rejected that position and directed the IRS 
not to pay refunds during a shutdown. But 
the IRS said Monday in a news release that 
the OMB had reviewed the issue at the 
Treasury’s Department’s request and now 
agrees with the IRS counsel’s position. 

The IRS said it will recall a “significant 
portion” of its roughly 52,000 furloughed 
employees to work on tax returns. The 
agency also announced the Jan. 28 date to 
start processing returns. That’s within the 
normal time frame. 

“We are committed to ensuring that 
taxpayers receive their refunds notwith¬ 
standing the government shutdown,” IRS 
Commissioner Charles Rettig said in a 
statement. “I appreciate the hard work of 
the employees and their commitment to 
the taxpayers during this period.” 


Wall: Pentagon would draw upon funds already appropriated for construction 



FROM FRONT PAGE 

But the law that authorizes the 
defense secretary to order mili¬ 
tary building projects in the event 
of a national emergency requires 
the Pentagon to draw upon funds 
that Congress has already appro¬ 
priated for military construction. 
The result is that the administra¬ 
tion potentially could have to claw 
back money from projects Con¬ 
gress has debated and funded. 

Trump has long touted his ad¬ 
ministration’s spending increas¬ 
es on the U.S. military. During a 
visit last month to U.S. troops at al 
Asad Air Base in Iraq, he said his 
administration next year would 
spend even more than the $716 
billion it is spending on the mili¬ 
tary this year. 

The president’s suggestion that 
he can build the wall by declar¬ 
ing a national emergency would 
likely hinge on a little-known sec¬ 
tion of the U.S. Code governing 
the military. Section 2808 gives 
the defense secretary the author¬ 
ity to undertake military con¬ 
struction projects “not otherwise 
authorized by law” to support 
any troops deployed in a national 
emergency requiring the use of 
the armed forces. 

The law limits the spending 
in such cases. The Pentagon can 
draw upon only the money that 
Congress has appropriated for 
military construction projects 
but which has yet to be com¬ 
mitted by contract to projects. 
These are known as unobligated 
funds. Sometimes, they are not 
all spent. 

According to a congressional 
aide, there is about $10 billion left 
in unobligated funds for military 
construction in the current fiscal 
year’s defense budget, in addition 
to some $13 billion that has rolled 
over from previous years. The 
money, however, has been appro¬ 
priated for specific projects. This 
aide, and another one, spoke on 
the condition of anonymity be¬ 
cause they are not authorized to 
speak publicly about the issue. 

The Pentagon’s leadership 
would be forced to decide which 


of the projects in various stages of 
completion should see their funds 
diverted or cut, according to the 
congressional aide and a defense 
official. The sorts of projects un¬ 
derway include child care cen¬ 
ters on bases and weapons range 
complexes. Any decision to delay 
or scrap military construction 
projects on the home front could 
rankle local congressional del¬ 
egations and cause political pain 
for lawmakers. 

The use of the national emer¬ 
gency powers for military con¬ 
struction theoretically could open 
up the administration to legal ac¬ 
tion. The language in the statute 
allows the defense secretary to 
order military construction proj¬ 
ects deemed necessary to sup¬ 
port armed forces deployed in a 
national emergency. Whether the 
wall would count as a construc¬ 
tion project necessary to support 
armed forces is unclear. 

Steve Vladeck, a professor 


at the University of Texas Law 
School, said that the National 
Emergencies Act allows the pres¬ 
ident to use Pentagon money on 
construction projects, but he said 
there are caveats and limits. 

“It’s not an unlimited pool of 
money, and the construction has 
to be for a military purpose,” he 
said. 

Rep. Adam Smith, D-Wash., 
chairman of the House Armed 
Services Committee, said Mon¬ 
day that the president has the 
legal authority but there’s no 
clear legal history on the matter. 

“Can he do it?” Smith told CNN. 
“Yeah, he can. It would be wrong. 
It would be horrible policy.” 

Trump later noted that Smith 
agreed the president had the 
authority. “No doubt, but let’s 
get our deal done in Congress!” 
Trump tweeted. 

The Pentagon has used the 
emergency construction authori¬ 
ty 18 times since September 2001, 


according to another congressio¬ 
nal aide. In that time, the Defense 
Department has used the author¬ 
ity only once in the U.S. — in the 
aftermath of the Sept. 11 attacks 
to do construction at military in¬ 
stallations storing sensitive ma¬ 
terials or demilitarized chemical 
weapons. 

All the other times the Pentagon 
has used the authority since 2001 
have been overseas, in Afghani¬ 
stan, Iraq, Djibouti and other 
locations in the Middle East. In 
those instances, the military has 
built barracks, power lines, roads 
and airfields to support troops 
at war or operating abroad. The 
same statute allows the Pentagon 
to undertake military construc¬ 
tion to support troops in the event 
of a declaration of war. 

Trump theoretically could also 
draw on the funds the military 
uses for stopping drugs from 
entering the United States if he 
presents the wall as a counter¬ 


narcotics measure. 

A separate U.S. statute autho¬ 
rizes the administration to order 
military construction projects for 
the purposes of counternarcotics 
activities. But according to the 
congressional aide, that account 
contains only about $760 million 
in the current fiscal year budget, 
far below the more than $5 billion 
Trump wants this year for the 
construction of the border wall. 

A study by Bernstein Research 
found that the border wall would 
cost at least $15 billion and as 
much as $25 billion in total. In 
January, the Trump administra¬ 
tion requested $18 billion over the 
next decade for the initial phase 
of the wall, but Congress did not 
approve the request. 

According to a 2007 report 
from the Congressional Research 
Service, the president has broad 
ability to declare national emer¬ 
gencies, allowing him to establish 
martial law, seize property, regu¬ 
late commerce and employ mili¬ 
tary forces overseas in a war- or 
peacetime situation. 

Both Congress and the courts 
retain the ability to constrain 
that presidential power in certain 
ways. During the 20th century, 
national emergencies have been 
declared related to issues such 
as the Korean War and a postal 
strike during the Nixon adminis¬ 
tration. The 1976 National Emer¬ 
gencies Act regulated how such 
emergencies can be declared and 
how long they last. 

Since that law was enacted, 
national emergencies have been 
declared for a variety of reasons, 
for example to prohibit trade with 
certain countries or block assets 
of suspected drug traffickers. 
The George W. Bush administra¬ 
tion declared a national emergen¬ 
cy three days after the Sept. 11, 
2001, attacks. 

“The president of the United 
States has an enormous amount 
of power,” Smith said, noting that 
the courts don’t have a long his¬ 
tory of standing up to executive 
power. “It’s one of the reasons 
why we need to be really careful 
about who we elect president.” 
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Air travelers start 
to feel effects of 
partial shutdown 


By David Koenig 

Associated Press 

DALLAS — The partial gov¬ 
ernment shutdown is starting to 
affect air travel. 

Over the weekend, some air¬ 
ports had long lines at check¬ 
points, apparently caused by a 
rising number of security officers 
calling in sick while they are not 
getting paid. 

Safety inspectors aren’t even 
on the job. A Federal Aviation 
Administration spokesman said 
Monday that inspectors are being 
called back to work on a case-by- 
case basis, with a priority put on 
inspecting airline fleets. 

So far, the impact of the shut¬ 
down — entering its 18th day on 
Tuesday — has been most visible 
for some government buildings 
and national parks being closed 
and trash piling up on the National 
Mall in front of the Capitol. If the 
shutdown continues, food stamp 
recipients will go without aid. 

By increasingly affecting air 
travel, however, the pain is being 
felt more widely. 

Here are some common ques¬ 
tions about the shutdown’s impact 
on airports and travel, along with 
the answers: 

Who is supposed to keep 
working? 

About 10,000 air traffic control¬ 
lers who work for the Federal Avi¬ 
ation Administration and about 
51,000 Transportation Security 
Administration officers have been 
told to keep reporting to work be¬ 
cause they are deemed essential. 
Those workers at airport check¬ 
points, control towers and FAA 
radar stations aren’t being paid. 

Are they showing up? 

The TSA admits that more 
screeners are calling in sick at 
some airports, including Dallas- 
Fort Worth International. It gave 
few numbers but issued a state¬ 
ment Friday saying that more 
have been missing work since the 
Christmas and New Year’s holi¬ 
days. The TSA said the effect was 
“minimal.” 

Then over the weekend, trav¬ 
elers reported longer checkpoint 
lines at some airports, including 
LaGuardia in New York. On Mon¬ 
day, the TSA tweeted that agents 
screened 2.22 million passengers 
nationwide on Sunday, which it 
called a “historically busy day 
due to holiday travel.” The TSA 
said only about 220,000 travel¬ 
ers waited at least 15 minutes at 
checkpoints, while fewer than 
5,000 waited at least 30 minutes. 

How will TSA respond to 
no-shows? 

TSA spokesman Jim Gregory 
said officials are managing. “If 
we don’t have appropriations by 
midweek or so, (officers) will 
miss their first paycheck. That’s 


obviously where it becomes more 
difficult,” he said. 

Gregory said the agency has 
a team of officers who can go to 
airports facing a shortage, a tac¬ 
tic developed in case natural di¬ 
sasters prevented screeners from 
getting to work. 

What about traffic controllers? 

About 1,900 air traffic control¬ 
lers — nearly one in every five — 
are eligible to retire right now and 
it’s not clear how many of them 
will stick around. They won’t get 
paychecks later this week despite 
working over the holidays. 

“I don’t know how long they’re 
going to stay on the job if they’re 
not getting a paycheck,” said 
Paul Rinaldi, president of the 
National Air Traffic Controllers 
Association. 

There is an even larger group 
of recently hired trainees and 
apprentices and Rinaldi said the 
prospect of a long shutdown could 
lead some of them to take other 
jobs. 

Will a shortage of controllers 
lead to flight delays? 

The largest pilots’ union wrote 
to President Donald Trump last 
week urging a quick end to the 
shutdown, which it said was 
threatening the safety of the na¬ 
tion’s airspace. 

Rinaldi, the controllers’ leader, 
said safety is not being compro¬ 
mised but capacity to manage 
traffic could be reduced, leading 
to flight delays. Others see that as 
less likely. 

An early test of the air traffic 
system could come around the 
Feb. 3 Super Bowl in Atlanta, 
when an influx of corporate jets 
and private planes will further 
crowd the sky above the nation’s 
busiest airport. Planning for han¬ 
dling that traffic has been put on 
hold, Rinaldi said. 

Who has been furloughed? 

Workers who aren’t deemed 
essential. That ranges from 
technicians who maintain equip¬ 
ment used in airport towers to 
clerical staff. Federal aviation 
safety inspectors have also been 
furloughed. 

What other government ser¬ 
vices are affected? 

The National Transportation 
Safety Board is delaying acci¬ 
dent investigations and hearings. 
While there have not been any 
fatal airline crashes, the board 
has delayed other investigations, 
including an examination of a 
Florida highway accident that 
killed five children on their way 
to Walt Disney World. 

NTSB representatives did not 
answer phone calls or reply to 
emails Monday. A recorded mes¬ 
sage for the public affairs office 
said nobody would respond until 
the shutdown ends. 



Seth Wenig/AP 


Transportation Security Administration agents help passengers through a security checkpoint at Newark 
Liberty International Airport in Newark, N.J., on Monday. As more security officers call in sick while 
they’re not getting paid, travelers are starting to see longer lines at airport checkpoints. 


Some say no check during closure 
but most lawmakers getting paid 


By Mike DeBonis 

The Washington Post 

WASHINGTON — For a few of the 93 fresh¬ 
man lawmakers sworn in last week, one of their 
first official acts in Congress was indefinitely de¬ 
laying their paycheck. 

In keeping with previous government shut¬ 
downs, dozens of lawmakers are voluntarily re¬ 
fusing or donating their pay as long as any part of 
the federal bureaucracy remains shuttered—and 
new members are not being shy about joining in. 

For many, it is a gesture of solidarity with the 
hundreds of thousands of federal workers and 
contractors who will be going without their own 
paychecks until the partial shutdown is resolved. 
For others, it is a matter of good government 
— why should they get paid if they are failing to 
keep the government’s doors open? 

According to press statements and social media 
postings reviewed by The Washington Post, at 
least 48 members in the House and Senate — split 
about equally between both parties — have an¬ 
nounced they plan to refuse or donate their pay 
for the duration of the shutdown. Thirteen of 
those are House freshmen serving for the first 
time in Congress, which currently stands at 434 
members in the House and 99 in the Senate, with 
two vacancies. 

“While it is typically a day of celebration for my 
new colleagues and me, at least 800,000 federal 
employees and federal contractors are still in fi¬ 
nancial distress due to the current government 
shutdown,” Rep. Jennifer Wexton, D-Va., who 
represents a D.C.-area district full of those em¬ 
ployees, wrote in a letter to House Chief Adminis¬ 
trative Officer Philip Kiko. 

Another freshman, Rep. Mark Green, R-Tenn., 
said it was not “appropriate” for lawmakers to 
collect pay “while hard-working border security 
agents and other civil servants are furloughed.” 
(Border agents are essential personnel who are 
continuing to work, but they will not be paid until 
the shutdown ends.) 

A spokesman for Kiko declined to share a com¬ 
prehensive list of members who have made that 
request. But so far, the number of lawmakers opt¬ 
ing to refuse their paychecks appears to be behind 
the pace set in the last extended shutdown, the 16- 


day partial shuttering in October 2013. 

Speaking on the condition of anonymity, two 
congressional leadership aides said separately 
that the top leaders did not want to turn member 
pay into a political flashpoint. 

Some members, one aide said, have personal 
financial obligations such as maintaining fam¬ 
ily homes back in their districts, paying for child 
care and caring for elderly relatives, and leaders 
did not want to be seen as pressuring them into 
turning down their pay. 


D-Ore. 


At least one senator 
said publicly that he 
sees no reason not to 
cash his checks. Sen. 
Kevin Cramer, R-N.D., 
said in an interview last 
month with the Forum 
News Service — when 
he was a member of the 
House — that the no¬ 
pay pledges were “gim¬ 
micky” and that he was 
working hard for his 
money. 

“The government 
isn’t shut down, only 
about 25 percent of 
it,” he said in remarks 


I wouldn’t 
expect a 
student 
government 
to operate 
this way, let 
alone the 
government 
of the most 
powerful 
nation in the 
world . f 

Rep. Kurt Schrader Published in the Grand 
— Forks Herald. “Some 


federal employees are 
getting paid time off.” 

Meanwhile, at least two bills and a proposed 
constitutional amendment that would mandate 
that members lose their paychecks during future 
shutdowns have already been filed. 

Rep. Kurt Schrader, D-Ore., last week rein¬ 
troduced his “Hold Congress Accountable Act,” 
a measure he first introduced during the 2013 
shutdown, while Rep. John Curtis, R-Utah, intro¬ 
duced the “No Work, No Pay Act.” 

Rep. Ralph Norman, R-S.C., would go farther 
and write such a measure into the Constitution. 

Schrader, in a statement announcing his bill, 
said of the current shutdown, “I wouldn’t expect a 
student government to operate this way, let alone 
the government of the most powerful nation in the 
world.” 











Page 8 


mmnmfoim 


Stars and Stripes 


Wednesday, January 9,2019 


NATION 


Senators renew attempt to protect Mueller 


By Mary Clare Jalonick 

Associated. Press 

WASHINGTON — Republi¬ 
cans and Democrats on the Sen¬ 
ate Judiciary Committee are 
renewing their attempt to protect 
special counsel Robert Mueller’s 
job, sending a signal to President 
Donald Trump as he keeps up 
his criticism of Mueller’s Russia 
investigation. 

The legislation, sponsored 
by incoming Senate Judiciary 
Committee Chairman Lindsey 
Graham, R-S.C., and three other 
members, is expected to be in¬ 
troduced this week. The same 
bill was approved by the panel in 
April but later blocked by Senate 
Majority Leader Mitch McCon¬ 
nell, who said it was unnecessary 
and who allowed the legislation to 
expire at the end of the year. 

But there will be more pres¬ 
sure on senators this Congress as 
Democrats now have the House 
majority and have already intro¬ 
duced a similar bill. 

Graham is a friend and ally of 
the president’s but has frequent¬ 
ly warned him not to mess with 
Mueller’s job. 

“I think this will serve the 
country well,” Graham said in a 
joint statement ahead of the bill’s 
introduction. 

Both Graham and North Caro¬ 
lina Sen. Thom Tillis, the bill’s 
other Republican sponsor, have 
said they don’t think Trump will 
move to have Mueller fired. 

“I still believe that is true,” Til¬ 
lis said in the statement. “How¬ 
ever, I also believe this bipartisan 
legislation is good government 
policy with enduring value 
across the current and future 
administrations.” 

The legislation would allow any 
fired special counsel to seek a ju¬ 
dicial review within 10 days of re¬ 
moval and puts into law existing 
Justice Department regulations 
that a special counsel can be fired 
only for good cause. It would also 
order that staff remain and docu¬ 


This is a 
time when 
Republicans 
and 

Democrats 
need to 
stand up 
and protect 
the rule of 
law in this 
country. * 


ments be preserved while the 
matter is pending. 

Democratic Sens. Chris Coons, 
of Delaware, and Cory Booker, of 
New Jersey, are also sponsors of 
the bill. 

“This is a time when Republi¬ 
cans and Democrats need to stand 
up and protect the rule of law in 
this coun¬ 
try,” Coons 
said in the 
statement. 

Trump 
regularly 
criticizes 
Mueller’s 
Russia in¬ 
vestigation 
on Twitter, 
calling it 
a “witch 
hunt” and 
a “hoax.” 
In Decem¬ 
ber, he sug- 
. gested he 
Sen. Chris wou id do 
Coons a counter 
D-Del. report to 
challenge 

Mueller’s probe into contact that 
Trump’s Republican presidential 
campaign had with Russia. On 
Dec. 3, he tweeted that Mueller 
and his staff “only want lies.” 

Graham, Tillis, Coons and 
Booker originally introduced 
bills in the summer of 2017 after 
Trump started to criticize the 
special counsel. They agreed on 
a compromise version in early 
2018, and the panel approved it 
with the support of four Repub¬ 
licans on the panel. One of those 
Republicans, former Arizona Sen. 
Jeff Flake, tried to force McCon¬ 
nell to pass the bill in December 
by saying he would vote against 
all judicial nominees at the end of 
the year. But McConnell refused 
to consider the legislation. 

House Judiciary Committee 
Chairman Jerrold Nadler, D- 
N.Y., introduced a companion bill 
in the House last week, his first 
major action as chairman. 



Andrew Harnik/AP 


Attorneys Eric Dubelier, right, and Katherine Seikaly, representing Concord Management and 
Consulting LLC, walk out of federal court in Washington last May. A federal judge has reprimanded 
Dubelier in the case involving a Russian firm accused of interfering in the 2016 U.S. election. 


Judge reprimands attorney for Russian 
company accused of 2016 interference 


By Chad Day 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — A federal 
judge on Monday reprimanded 
an attorney for a Russian com¬ 
pany accused of interfering in 
the 2016 presidential election, 
saying his references to Loo¬ 
ney Tunes and “Animal House” 
in recent court filings are 
inappropriate. 

U.S. District Judge Dabney 
Friedrich confronted attorney 
Eric Dubelier after his most 
recent court filing included 
quotes from the raunchy 1978 
comedy “Animal House” to 
criticize special counsel Robert 
Mueller’s Russia investigation. 

“I’ll say it plain and simply: 
Knock it off,” the judge told 
Dubelier. The judge’s repri¬ 
mand prompted a heated back- 
and-forth in which Dubelier 
accused Friedrich of bias. 


Dubelier has mounted a com¬ 
bative defense of Concord Man¬ 
agement and Consulting LLC, 
which Mueller has accused of 
funding a large-scale Russian 
conspiracy to use internet trolls 
and fake social media accounts 
to sway American public opin¬ 
ion during the 2016 election. 
The case was the first brought 
by Mueller to directly attach 
criminal charges to Russian 
attempts to interfere in the 
election. Prosecutors say those 
efforts were in part aimed at 
helping Donald Trump defeat 
Hillary Clinton. 

Dubelier has dismissed the 
case as involving a “made up” 
crime and accused prosecutors 
of misconduct. His past court 
filings have quoted the movie 
“Casablanca” and the Looney 
Tunes character Tweety Bird 
to slam Mueller. In his latest 
complaint, Dubelier insinuated 


in a court filing that Mueller’s 
team had improperly obtained 
information that his client 
shared with a court-appointed 
attorney. 

Mueller’s team denied any 
impropriety. But Dubelier 
scoffed, using a quote for em¬ 
phasis from the character Eric 
“Otter” Stratton, one of the 
leaders of the fictional Delta 
Tau Chi fraternity in “Animal 
House.” 

“The Special Counsel’s argu¬ 
ment is reminiscent of Otter’s 
famous line, ‘Flounder, you 
can’t spend your whole life 
worrying about your mistakes! 
You f**ked up ... you trusted 
us. Hey, make the best of it,”’ 
Dubelier wrote, using stars to 
censor the profanity. 

On Monday, Friedrich said 
she wasn’t amused, calling his 
conduct “unprofessional, inap¬ 
propriate and ineffective.” 


Senate GOP’s 1st bill, on Israel boycotts, divides Dems 


By Lisa Mascaro 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Senate Republicans’ 
first bill of the new Congress aims to insert 
the legislative branch into President Donald 
Trump’s Middle East policy—but also tries 
to drive a wedge between centrist and liber¬ 
al Democrats over attitudes toward Israel. 

The bipartisan package backed by Sen¬ 
ate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, 
R-Ky., had initially drawn widespread sup¬ 
port ahead of Tuesday’s vote. It includes 
measures supporting Israel and Jordan and 
slapping sanctions on Syrians involved in 
war crimes. 

But Democrats are split over the addition 
of Republican Sen. Marco Rubio’s “Com¬ 
batting BDS Act,” which seeks to counter 
the global Boycott, Divest and Sanctions 
movement against Israel over its treatment 
of Palestinians and the settlements. 

For now, the package will almost certain¬ 
ly stall. The bill comes amid the partial gov¬ 
ernment shutdown, and Democrats say they 


will block it until government is reopened. 

Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer, 
of New York, will oppose proceeding to the 
legislation, according to a senior aide who 
was unauthorized to speak publicly about 
the vote and spoke on condition of anonym¬ 
ity. Other Democratic senators who also 
support the bill will likely follow suit. 

Sen. Ben Cardin, D-Md., tweeted that the 
Senate “should not take up any bills unre¬ 
lated to reopening the government” until 
the shutdown is resolved. 

But Republicans see an opening to focus 
on newly elected House Democrats, includ¬ 
ing the country’s first Palestinian American 
woman in Congress, Michigan Rep. Rashi¬ 
da Tlaib, who has spoken about the rights of 
Americans to support the BDS issue. 

“This is the U.S. where boycotting is a 
right & part of our historical fight for free¬ 
dom & equality,” Tlaib said in a weekend 
tweet. “Maybe a refresher on our U.S. Con¬ 
stitution is in order, then get back to open¬ 
ing up our government instead of taking our 
rights away.” 


Israel sees a growing threat from the 
BDS movement, which has led to increased 
boycotts of the Jewish state in support of 
the Palestinians. A Woodstock-style con¬ 
cert was canceled, and some companies 
stopped offering services in the West Bank 
settlements. That has led to a “boycott of 
the boycotts” as Israel pushes back against 
those aligned with BDS. 

In support of Israel, Rubio’s bills would 
affirm the legal authority of state and local 
governments to restrict contracts and take 
other actions against those “engaged in 
BDS conduct.” Several states are facing 
lawsuits after taking action against work¬ 
ers supporting BDS boycotts of Israel. 

Opponents say Rubio’s measure infring¬ 
es on free speech. Sen. Bernie Sanders, I- 
Vt., tweeted, “It’s absurd that the first bill 
during the shutdown is legislation which 
punishes Americans who exercise their 
constitutional right to engage in political 
activity. Democrats must block consider¬ 
ation of any bills that don’t reopen the gov¬ 
ernment. Let’s get our priorities right.” 


Lawyer at Trump Tower 
meeting faces charges in 
money-laundering probe 

The Washington Post 

A Russian lawyer whose role at a 2016 
meeting at Trump Tower has come under 
scrutiny from special counsel Robert Muel¬ 
ler was charged Tuesday in a separate case 
with obstructing justice in a money-launder¬ 
ing investigation. 

Natalia Veselnitskaya became a central 
figure in the Mueller probe when it was 
revealed that in June 2016, she met with 
Donald Trump Jr. after an intermediary in¬ 
dicated she had dirt on Hillary Clinton. 

The charges unsealed Tuesday said she 
made a “misleading declaration” to the 
court in a civil case. 

Veselnitskaya represented Prevezon Hold¬ 
ings in a case in which the U.S. attorney’s of¬ 
fice in Manhattan sought millions of dollars 
in forfeiture from the company and others. 
The department had alleged in a civil com¬ 
plaint that a Russian criminal organization 
ran an elaborate tax refund scheme. 
















Wednesday, January 9,2019 


Stars and Stripes 


xmmmmi'i 


Page 9 


NATION 



Eric Risberg/AP 


California Gov. Gavin Newsom speaks during his inauguration as his son, Dutch, runs around the podium 
in Sacramento, Calif., on Monday. 

New Calif, governor’s first actions 
target health care costs, coverage 


By Jonathan J. Cooper 

Associated Press 

SACRAMENTO, Calif. — Gov. Gavin Newsom’s 
first act as governor Monday was to propose state- 
funded health coverage for 138,000 young people in 
the country illegally and a reinstatement of a man¬ 
date that everyone buy insurance or face fines. 

Newsom also proposed giving subsidies to middle- 
class families that make too much to qualify them 
under former President Barack Obama’s health care 
law. He signed an order giving the state more bar¬ 
gaining power in negotiating prescription drug pric¬ 
es. And he sent a letter to President Donald Trump 
and congressional leaders seeking more authority 
over federal health care dollars and policies. 

“When everybody is pooled together it means lower 
cost for each and every one of you,” Newsom said in a 
video broadcast on Facebook as he signed his orders. 
“The spirit of this is about bringing down costs.” 

Newsom was elected following a campaign that 
leaned heavily on his promise to provide health cov¬ 
erage to everyone. His actions hours after he took 
the oath of office take a step in that direction but the 
$760 million price tag will require approval from the 
Democratically controlled Legislature. 

His letter to Republicans in Washington shows the 
uphill battle he’ll face to meet his goal of enacting a 
“single payer” health care plan that would combine 
state and federal health care dollars with new taxes 
to provide publicly funded insurance to everyone in 
the state. 


The idea is a top priority for many in Newsom’s lib¬ 
eral base but has been stymied by the staggering cost 
— a prior proposal was pegged at $400 billion — and 
the need for waivers from federal laws. 

Newsom’s plan would provide financial assistance 
for individuals who make up to about $73,000 a year 
and families of four making up to $150,000. 

California’s uninsured rate has dropped to just 
over 7 percent. Many of those who still lack coverage 
are ineligible for publicly funded programs, such as 
Medi-Cal and private insurance subsidies, because 
they’re living in the country illegally. 

Medi-Cal, the state’s version of Medicaid, is jointly 
funded by the state and federal government and pro¬ 
vides coverage to one in three Californians. 

California uses state money to extend Medi-Cal 
coverage to people living in the country illegally up 
to age 19. Newsom proposes pushing back the cutoff 
to age 26, covering an additional 138,000 people at a 
cost of about $260 million a year, according to New¬ 
som’s spokesman, Nathan Click. 

Newsom signed an executive order directing state 
agencies to move toward purchasing drugs in bulk 
for all of the 13 million people on Medi-Cal. Purchas¬ 
ing for all but 2 million people is currently handled 
by the private insurers that serve as managed care 
organizations. Newsom hopes bulk purchasing drugs 
will give the state enormous bargaining power to ne¬ 
gotiate lower prices. 

His order directs state agencies to explore letting 
others, including employers and private insurers — 
join the state’s purchasing pool. 


Ginsburg misses 
court arguments 
for the first time 


By Mark Sherman 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Justice 
Ruth Bader Ginsburg missed ar¬ 
guments for the first time in more 
than 25 years as she recuperates 
from cancer surgery last month, 
the Supreme Court said. 

Ginsburg was not on the bench 
as the court met Monday to hear 
arguments. It was not clear when 
she would return to the court, 
which was hearing more cases 
Tuesday and Wednesday and 
again next week. 

Court spokeswoman Kathy Ar- 
berg said the 85-year-old justice 
is continuing to recuperate and 
work from home after doctors 
removed two cancerous growths 
from her left lung on Dec. 21. 

Ginsburg was discharged from 
a New York hospital on Dec. 25. 

Chief Justice John Roberts said 
in the courtroom Monday that 
Ginsburg would participate in 
deciding the argued cases “on the 
basis of the briefs and transcripts 
of oral arguments.” 

Ginsburg had two earlier can¬ 
cer surgeries in 1999 and 2009 
that did not cause her to miss court 
sessions. She also has broken ribs 
on at least two occasions. 

The court said doctors found 
the growths on Ginsburg’s lung 
when she was being treated for 
fractured ribs she suffered in a 
fall at her office on Nov. 7. 

After past health scares, Gins¬ 
burg has come back to work rela¬ 
tively quickly. In 2009, she was at 
the court for arguments on Feb. 
23,18 days after surgery for pan¬ 
creatic cancer. 

Weeks after her fall in Novem¬ 
ber, Ginsburg was asking ques¬ 
tions at high court arguments, 
speaking at a naturalization cer¬ 
emony for new citizens and being 
interviewed at screenings of the 
new movie about her, “On the 



J. Scott Applewhite/AP 


Associate Justice Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg missed arguments 
Monday as she recuperates 
from cancer surgery. 

Basis of Sex.” 

Her latest surgery was a proce¬ 
dure called a pulmonary lobecto¬ 
my at Memorial Sloan Kettering 
Cancer Center in New York. The 
court said in a news release is¬ 
sued the day of the surgery that 
doctors found “no evidence of any 
remaining disease” and scans 
taken before the surgery showed 
no cancerous growths elsewhere 
in her body. No additional treat¬ 
ment is currently planned, the 
court said. 

Appointed by President Bill 
Clinton in 1993, Ginsburg re¬ 
buffed suggestions from some 
liberals that she should step down 
in the first two years of President 
Barack Obama’s second term, 
when Democrats controlled the 
Senate and would have been like¬ 
ly to confirm her successor. 

She already has hired clerks 
for the term that extends into 
2020, indicating she has no plans 
to retire. 


Mich, family returning from vacation killed in wrong-way crash 


Associated Press 

LEXINGTON, Ky. — A suspected 
drunken driver heading the wrong way on 
Interstate 75 in Kentucky struck a vehicle 
carrying five family members from Michi¬ 
gan early Sunday, killing all six people, au¬ 
thorities said. 

The southbound pickup truck being 
driven in the northbound lanes struck the 
family’s sport utility vehicle at 2:30 a.m. 
in Lexington. The SUV caught fire and all 
five occupants of that vehicle died, along 
with the pickup’s driver, Lexington police 
said in a statement. 

The family from Northville, Mich., was 
returning from a vacation in Florida, the 
Fayette County coroner’s office said. 

Witness Kenneth DeGraaf told WLEX- 


TV the pickup truck was coming toward 
him prior to the fiery crash. 

“I thought I was seeing something, hon¬ 
estly,” DeGraaf said. “He was in the cen¬ 
ter lane. I was in the center lane. I had to 
merge out of the way at the last second to 
get to the right lane. I mean, he was flying. 
Absolutely flying.” 

A coroner’s statement identified the fam¬ 
ily members as Issam Abbas, 42; Rima 
Abbas, 38; and their children, Ali, 14; Isa¬ 
bella, 13; and Giselle Abbas, 7. 

The driver of the white pickup was identi¬ 
fied as Joey Lee Bailey, 41, of Georgetown. 
The coroner’s statement says authorities 
believe Bailey was driving under the in¬ 
fluence and that toxicology tests were 
planned. 

According to the Islamic Center of 


America of Dearborn, Mich., funeral ser¬ 
vices for the family were set for Tuesday 
at the center. 

Local media reported in Michigan that 
the death of the family has devastated rela¬ 
tives and friends. 

Habib Abbas, of Dearborn, who identi¬ 
fied himself as a cousin of the father, told 
The Detroit News that when he first heard 
about the crash he didn’t believe it and went 
about his day. 

“I thought it was a rumor or something 
and then saw it again and called his (the 
father’s) sister. She and the family are even 
more in denial,” Abbas told the newspaper. 

He added that Issam Abbas was a law¬ 
yer and that Rima Abbas was a doctor and 
devoted mother to their children. He said 
the extended family was close and that his 


cousin led a “beautiful life.” 

“You don’t expect a whole family to get 
wiped out,” he said. “You think to yourself 
‘What’s the worst case scenario?’ and that’s 
it.” 

It was the second crash in three days in¬ 
volving multiple deaths on Interstate 75, a 
bustling north-south corridor crossing the 
nation’s midsection from South Florida to 
the U.S. border with Canada. 

Near Gainesville, Fla., an accident 
Thursday on a relatively flat stretch of the 
interstate that started between two tractor- 
trailers killed seven people, including five 
children on a trip to Walt Disney World in a 
church van from Louisiana. 

The truck drivers also were killed and at 
least eight others were injured. 
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Woman jailed as teen is granted clemency 


By Kimberlee Kruesi 

Associated Press 

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Fifteen years after Cyn- 
toia Brown was charged with murder, the woman 
who says she was a 16-year-old sex trafficking vic¬ 
tim when she killed a man in 2004 is no longer under 
a life sentence. 

Following years of national attention from crimi¬ 
nal justice advocates, celebrities and politicians 
calling for mercy — and just days before Tennessee 
Gov. Bill Haslam is to leave office — the governor on 
Monday granted clemency to Brown, now 30. 

“Cyntoia Brown committed, by her own admission, 
a horrific crime at the age of 16,” Haslam said in his 
statement. “Yet, imposing a life sentence on a juve¬ 
nile that would require her to serve at least 51 years 
before even being eligible for parole consideration 
is too harsh, especially in light of the extraordinary 
steps Ms. Brown has taken to rebuild her life.” 

Brown will remain on parole supervision for 10 
years on the condition she does not violate any state 
or federal laws, holds a job and participates in regu¬ 
lar counseling sessions. 

While law enforcement officials had opposed 
clemency, arguing Brown was not justified in killing 
Johnny Allen, 43, celebrities like Kim Kardashian 


West and singer Rihanna spoke out for Brown. The 
governor’s office received thousands of phone calls 
and emails from supporters. 

“Thank you Governor Haslam,” Kardashian 
West tweeted soon after news of the clemency de¬ 
cision broke. Similar high-profile responses poured 
in from former Georgia Democratic gubernatorial 
candidate Stacey Abrams and actresses Alyssa Mi¬ 
lano and Viola Davis. 

Brown was convicted in 2006 of murdering Allen, 
a Nashville real estate agent. Police said she shot 
Allen in the back of the head at close range with a 
gun she brought to rob him after he picked her up at 
a drive-in theater in Nashville to have sex with her. 

Brown’s lawyers contended she was a victim of 
sex trafficking who not only feared for her life but 
also lacked the mental capacity to be culpable in the 
slaying because she was impaired by her mother’s 
alcohol use while she was in the womb. 

Brown expressed thanks in a statement released 
Monday by her legal team. 

“I am thankful for all the support, prayers, and 
encouragement I have received,” she said. “We truly 
serve a God of second chances and new beginnings. 
The Lord has held my hand this whole time and I 
would have never made it without him. Let today be 
a testament to his saving grace.” 



Lacy Atkins, The Tennessean/AP 

Cyntoia Brown enters her clemency hearing at the Tennessee Prison 
for Women in Nashville in May. Tennessee Gov. Bill Haslam granted 
her clemency Monday. 


Opus Dei paid $977,000 to settle 
2005 sexual misconduct claim 


day night. He said Opus Dei is 


Japanese billionaire takes 
over top spot on Twitter 


By Michelle Boorstein 

The Washington Post 

WASHINGTON — The Catho¬ 
lic order Opus Dei in 2005 paid 
$977,000 to settle a sexual miscon¬ 
duct suit against the Rev. C. John 
McCloskey, a priest well-known 
for preparing for conversion big- 
name conservatives — Newt Gin¬ 
grich, Larry Kudlow and Sam 
Brownback, among others. 

The survivor is a devout, Wash- 
ington-area Catholic who was 
among the many who received 
spiritual direction from McClosk¬ 
ey through the Catholic Informa¬ 
tion Center, a hub of Catholic life 
in a downtown area of the District 
of Columbia. She told The Wash¬ 
ington Post McCloskey groped 
her several times while she was 
going to pastoral counseling with 
him to discuss marital troubles 
and serious depression. 

The guilt and shame over the in¬ 
teractions sent her into a tailspin 
and, combined with her existing 
depression, made it impossible 
for her to work in her high-level 
job. She spoke to him about her 
“misperceived guilt over the in¬ 
teraction” in confession and he 
absolved her, she said. 

“I love Opus Dei but I was 
caught up in this cover-up — I 
went to confession, thinking I did 
something to tempt this holy man 
to cross boundaries,” she said. 

The complaint was not made 
public by the order until Monday, 
but behind the scenes the minis¬ 
try of the well-known priest had 
been sharply curtailed. A lot of 
Washington-area Catholics have 
wondered for years what hap¬ 
pened to McCloskey, who was the 
closest thing to a celebrity the 
Catholic Church had in the area. 

One other woman told the 
order that McCloskey’s touches 
had made her uncomfortable, an 
Opus Dei spokesman said Mon¬ 


also investigating a third claim 
— so far unsubstantiated — that 
spokesman Brian Finnerty called 
potentially “serious.” He declined 
to provide details. 

In a statement, Opus Dei Vicar 
Monsignor Thomas Bohlin said 
McCloskey’s actions at the Cen¬ 
ter were “deeply painful for the 
woman, and we are very sorry 
for all she 
suffered.” 

Bohlin’s 
statement, 
which came 
after the 
survivor re¬ 
quested Opus 
Dei go public 
in an effort to 
reach other 
potential vic¬ 
tims, said Mc¬ 
Closkey was 
removed from 
his job at the 
Center a year 
after the com¬ 
plaint, when it 
was found to 
be credible. 

Thomas Bohlin “All ha- 
Opus Dei vicar rassment and 
monsignor abuse are 
abhorrent,” 
Bohlin wrote. 
“I am painfully aware of all that 
the Church is suffering, and I am 
very sorry that we in Opus Dei 
have added to it. Let us ask God 
to show mercy on all of us in the 
Church at this difficult time.” 

After leaving Washington fol¬ 
lowing the complaints, McClo¬ 
skey was sent to England, then 
Chicago and then California for 
assignments with Opus Dei. The 
survivor in the settlement said 
she was told by church officials 
in Chicago when he was sent 
there that McCloskey would not 
be allowed to “get faculties” — or 


permission to fully function as a 
priest — and would be put on a 
very tight leash, she said. 

She became worried earlier 
this year when she came into con¬ 
tact with someone else who knew 
about McCloskey and heard he 
may have been working as a 
priest in California. 

In the statement Monday, Opus 
Dei said after the settlement Mc¬ 
Closkey was told to give spiritual 
direction to women only in the 
traditional confessional — mean¬ 
ing separated physically from 
them. In Opus Dei, a traditional 
community of Catholics, that is 
the norm for priests working with 
those they are counseling. McClo¬ 
skey had an unusual public, free 
role at the Information Center. 

McCloskey, who is now in his 
60s, in very recent months moved 
back to the D.C. region, where 
he has family. The order said 
Monday that he “suffers from 
advanced Alzheimer’s. He is 
largely incapacitated and needs 
assistance for routine daily tasks. 
He has not had any pastoral as¬ 
signments for a number of years 
and is no longer able to celebrate 
Mass, even privately.” 

The woman, who remains close 
to Opus Dei and participates in 
some of their spiritual activities, 
said Monday she was grateful to 
the order for going public. She is 
now in her mid-50s, and was 40 
when the incidents with McClos¬ 
key occurred. 

“I’m very happy with how it’s 
being handled right now. They 
listened,” she said. 

When she first reported McClo¬ 
skey’s actions in the early 2000s, 
she said, she did so in a confes¬ 
sional with an Opus Dei priest in 
Virginia. The priest told her not 
to tell anyone else, including any 
other priests, “so he could fix it,” 
she said. 


By Hamza Shaban 
The Washington Post 

What gets Twitter users more 
excited than a year’s supply of 
Wendy’s chicken nuggets? Appar¬ 
ently cold, hard cash. 

The most retweeted tweet of 
all time now belongs to Yusaku 
Maezawa, a Japanese billionaire 
behind the e-commerce compa¬ 
ny Zozotown. His message to the 
Twitterverse promised 100 win¬ 
ners a chance to win a piece of 
100 million Japanese yen, or about 
$920,800, if they retweeted him. 

Maezawa said his promotion on 
Twitter was a show of gratitude 
after Zozotown sold 10 billion yen 
worth of merchandise during its 
New Year’s sale. His message has 
been retweeted more than 5.6 mil¬ 
lion times. He said that he would 
contact the winners through di¬ 
rect message. 

Twitter confirmed that Maeza- 
wa’s post is now the most retweet¬ 
ed message on the platform and 
that the tweet is considered a 
“contest/sweepstakes” ad and is 


NANTUCKET, Mass. — Kevin 
Spacey pleaded not guilty Mon¬ 
day to groping an 18-year-old 
busboy in 2016 in the first crimi¬ 
nal case brought against the dis¬ 
graced actor following a string 
of sexual misconduct allegations 
that crippled his career. 

Spacey’s court appearance 
came more than a year after for¬ 
mer Boston TV anchor Heath¬ 
er Unruh accused the former 
“House of Cards” star of sexually 
assaulting her son in a bar on the 
Massachusetts resort island of 
Nantucket. 

Nantucket District Court Judge 


allowed on Twitter. 

Zozo Inc. did not immedi¬ 
ately respond to a request for 
comment. 

Maezawa is not only a high- 
profile entrepreneur; he is also 
slated to be SpaceX’s first tour¬ 
ist to pay for a trip around the 
moon. Last year, at an unveil¬ 
ing at SpaceX headquarters in 
Hawthorne, Calif., Maezawa an¬ 
nounced that he had bought every 
seat on SpaceX’s inaugural flight 
to Earth’s satellite, scheduled to 
embark in 2023 and take about a 
week. Maezawa said he would in¬ 
vite up to eight artists to join him 
on his journey to the moon, lead¬ 
ing to the creation of artworks “to 
inspire the dreamer in all of us.” 

Maezawa has more than 6 mil¬ 
lion followers on Twitter. 

The new champion of retweets 
ousted the former record holder, 
Carter Wilkerson. In 2017, the 
then-16-year-old kicked off a 
viral attempt to get Wendy’s to 
give him free chicken nuggets for 
a year. Wilkerson’s tweet earned 
more than 3.5 million retweets. 


Thomas Barrett ordered Spacey 
to stay away from his accuser and 
the man’s family. Spacey will not 
have to appear at his next hearing 
on March 4, but he must be avail¬ 
able by phone, Barrett said. 

The judge also ordered Spacey’s 
accuser and the man’s then-girl- 
friend to preserve text messages 
and other data on their cellphones 
from the day of the alleged assault 
and six months after. Spacey’s 
attorney Alan Jackson told the 
judge they believe the cellphones 
contain information that is “likely 
exculpatory” for Spacey. 

From The Associated Press 


I am 
painfully 
aware of 
all that the 
Church is 
suffering, 
and I am 
very sorry 
that we 
in Opus 
Dei have 
added to 
it.' 


Spacey pleads not guilty to groping 18-year-old 
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Photos by Carlos Giusti/AP 

Clockwise from left: A mirror tied to a tree reflects a heroin addict preparing his dose 
in an area popular with users behind an abandoned home in Humacao, Puerto Rico. 
Addicts use the mirror to get a better view of themselves when injecting, especially 
into their necks. Wilfredo Rivera smokes a cigarette after injecting heroin. A man fills 
his syringe. The user, who did not want to give his name, said the infection on his leg 
developed as a result of repeatedly injecting cocaine there. 


GROWING EPIDEMIC 

Opioid crisis adds to Puerto Rico’s problems 



By Danica Coto 

Associated Press 

HUMACAO, Puerto Rico 
ose Carlos Laviena, 35, emptied his 
pockets, took off his shoes and wait¬ 
ed to die. 

He had just injected himself with 
a new type of heroin that his dealer was 
promoting, but the high was so strong that 
Laviena thought he had overdosed. Laviena 
was preparing his body for how he wanted 
to be found. 

“It’s truly something superstrong,” he 
said, referring to what he believes was her¬ 
oin mixed with fentanyl. “I felt death at that 
moment.” 

Laviena’s near-fatal experience in an 
abandoned trailer in southeast Puerto Rico 
is one of many signs that the island hasn’t 
been spared from the opioid crisis that has 
plagued the U.S. mainland — a problem 
that seems to have grown as a result of a 
devastating hurricane. 

The government is struggling to keep up 
and failed to apply for a multimillion-dol- 
lar U.S. grant that advocates say could have 
helped save lives. 

More than 600 fentanyl-related overdoses 
and 60 deaths were reported in Puerto Rico 
in 2017, largely before Hurricane Maria, 
up from 208 overdoses the previous year. 
While that’s much less dire than the crisis 
in some U.S. states, activists and experts 
say the problem appears to be expanding 
rapidly as use of fentanyl, the opioid blamed 
for much of the problem in the U.S., spreads 
more widely here. 

The U.S. Drug Enforcement Adminis¬ 
tration and local nonprofit groups say they 
believe that actual deaths and overdoses 
are far higher than those official numbers 
indicate because the island’s government 
is not keeping proper count — and recently 
stopped even trying to count fatal overdoses 
due to financial constraints. 

Despite that, the U.S. territory never ap¬ 
plied for a $7.8 million award from Con¬ 
gress to help get people into treatment. That 


money was instead divided up among U.S. 
states. 

“It’s ridiculous. There’s a lot of need for 
that money,” said Carmen Davila, a nurse 
who helps drug addicts in rural Puerto Rico. 
She worries the number of overdoses will 
increase, and she questioned the 612 over¬ 
doses reported in 2017 by the government. 
“I’d say it’s three times that amount based 
on the testimonies of people we’ve helped, 
and that’s a conservative estimate.” 

Julissa Perez, spokeswoman for Puerto 
Rico’s Administration of Services for Men¬ 
tal Health and Addiction, said it was too 
difficult for the thinly staffed agency strug¬ 
gling with staffing cuts to apply for the new 
grant while also coordinating work under 
earlier grants and programs. 

“I am extremely worried because this 
represents an epidemic that has not been 
acknowledged,” said Puerto Rico territorial 
Sen. Jose Vargas Vidot, a doctor known for 
his volunteer work with drug addicts on the 
island. “In the 30 years that I’ve been on 
the streets, I have never seen three to four 
deaths a week in just one neighborhood, in 
just one street. ... Everything changed im¬ 
mensely after Hurricane Maria.” 

Vargas said the heavy presence of law en¬ 
forcement on the island after the Category 
4 storm hit on Sept. 20, 2017, coupled with a 
lengthy paralysis of all modes of transpor¬ 
tation used by smugglers, led drug dealers 
to substitute imported heroin with fentanyl, 
which was available at hospitals since it is 
legally produced in Puerto Rico. He said he 
and other doctors received anonymous tips 
that criminals were threatening hospital 


staff with violence or even death if they did 
not hand over fentanyl supplies. 

Meanwhile, many patients lacked access 
to basic health care for weeks after the hur¬ 
ricane hit, and pharmacies began refilling 
prescriptions without a doctor’s authoriza¬ 
tion as a humanitarian move, he said. In 
addition, mental disorders were exacer¬ 
bated after Maria, with some people wait¬ 
ing up to a year for water and power to be 
reconnected. 

“There was a boom in anxiety disorders 
and suicides,” Vargas said. “All these things 
led to fentanyl and other drugs becoming 
much more fashionable.” 

In addition to locally produced fentan¬ 
yl, authorities say a less-controlled ver¬ 
sion of the drug is now being smuggled in 
from China and India, then mixed with 
heroin and, to a lesser degree, cocaine and 
marijuana. 

Officials reported a cluster of fatal over¬ 
doses in the western coastal town of Maya- 
guez, followed by more overdoses at a nearby 
prison in the northwest town of Aguadilla. 
From there, activists say, the use of illegal 


fentanyl and other opioids has spread to all 
major cities, including the capital. 

In the southeast coastal town of Huma¬ 
cao, a group of heroin and cocaine addicts 
recently gathered around a plastic table 
near an abandoned house and injected each 
other and themselves. One of them stuck 
a thumb in his mouth and blew out, mak¬ 
ing the vein pop on his neck as he prepared 
for the injection. On the table were dozens 
of dirty needles, small water bottles and 
cookers. 

Workers with a needle exchange pro¬ 
gram called Intercambios Puerto Rico 
approached the group, collected the dirty 
needles and placed a strip of paper in a cou¬ 
ple of the cookers. Minutes later, a red line 
appeared — a positive test for the presence 
of fentanyl. 

Program director Rafael Torruella said 
he noticed an increase in overdoses after 
Maria hit and his organization began test¬ 
ing heroin cookers for fentanyl. Now, nearly 
all of them test positive. 

Laviena was among the addicts who ap¬ 
proached the social workers that day. He 
dropped off 140 used needles, picked up 
clean cookers and paused to recount his 
near-death experience before disappearing 
behind an abandoned building. 

The crisis in Puerto Rico has not reached 
the epidemic levels of the U.S. mainland, 
but officials worry it will catch up soon. The 
opioid crisis killed some 48,000 Americans 
in 2017, with 5,400 fatal drug overdoses re¬ 
ported in Pennsylvania alone, the highest 
number in any state. 


In the 30 years that I’ve been on the streets, I have 
never seen three to four deaths a week in just one 
neighborhood, in just one street, f 

Puerto Rico territorial Sen. Jose Vargas Vidot 

doctor who helps drug addicts on the island 
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Mobile apps with constantly updating news, 
featuring breaking news and stories from reporters 
at overseas bases. Unique galleries of images 
available nowhere else presented in an uncluttered 
interface and a responsive, intuitive design. 

One iOS app serves both phone and tablet devices. 



Web 


Discover unique stories from reporters at bases 
around the world and embedded with downrange 
forces at Stripes.com, along with military news from 
every part of the country and photo galleries you’ll 
see nowhere else. DoDDs sports also gets good 
coverage online. If it concerns our U.S. forces, 
you’ll find it on our website. 


★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 

stars s-j Stripes. 

UNBIASED NEWS WHATEVER 
WAY YOU WANT IT. 


In print, we serve military 
stationed overseas in 
contingency areas, Europe 
and Pacific. Daily editions 
focus on military news and 
include sports, comics and 
opinion. Available by mail 
delivery to any U.S. address. 
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Home items getting smarter and creepier 



By Anick Jesdanun 
Associated Press 

NEW YORK — One day, finding an oven 
that just cooks food may be as tough as 
buying a TV that merely lets you change 
channels. 

Internet-connected “smarts” are creep¬ 
ing into cars, refrigerators, thermostats, 
toys and just about everything else in your 
home. CES 2019, the gadget show opening 
Tuesday in Las Vegas, will showcase many 
of these products, including an oven that 
coordinates your recipes and a toilet that 
flushes with a voice command. 

With every additional smart device in 
your home, companies are able to gather 
more details about your daily life. Some of 
that can be used to help advertisers target 
you — more precisely than they could with 
just the smartphone you carry. 

“It’s decentralized surveillance,” said 
Jeff Chester, executive director for the 
Center for Digital Democracy, a Washing- 
ton-based digital privacy advocate. “We’re 
living in a world where we’re tethered to 
some online service stealthily gathering 
our information.” 

Yet consumers so far seem to be wel¬ 
coming these devices. The research firm 
IDC projects that 1.3 billion smart devices 
will ship worldwide in 2022, twice as many 
as 2018. 

Companies say they are building these 
products not for snooping but for conve¬ 
nience, although Amazon, Google and 
other partners enabling the intelligence 
can use the details they collect to custom¬ 
ize their services and ads. 

Whirlpool, for instance, is testing an 
oven whose window doubles as a display. 
You’ll still be able to see what’s roasting in¬ 
side, but the glass can now display anima¬ 
tion pointing to where to place the turkey 
for optimal cooking. 


The oven can sync with your digital cal¬ 
endar and recommend recipes based on 
how much time you have. It can help coor¬ 
dinate multiple recipes, so that you’re not 
undercooking the side dishes in focusing 
too much on the entree. A camera inside 
lets you zoom in to see if the cheese on 
the lasagna has browned enough, without 
opening the oven door. 

As for that smart toilet, Kohler’s Numi 
will respond to voice commands to raise or 
lower the lid — or to flush. You can do it 
from an app too. 

The company says it’s all about offer¬ 
ing hands-free options in a setting that’s 
very personal for people. The toilet is also 


heated and can play music and the news 
through its speakers. 

Kohler also has a tub that adjusts water 
temperature to your liking and a kitchen 
faucet that dispenses just the right amount 
of water for a recipe. 

For the most part, consumers aren’t ask¬ 
ing for these specific features. After all, 
before cars were invented, people might 
have known only to ask for faster horses. 
“We try to be innovative in ways that cus¬ 
tomers don’t realize they need,” Samsung 
spokesman Louis Masses said. 

Whirlpool said insights can come from 
something as simple as watching con¬ 
sumers open the oven door several times 


to check on the meal, losing heat in the 
process. 

“They do not say to us, ‘Please tell me 
where to put (food) on the rack, or do algo¬ 
rithm-based cooking,’ ” said Doug Searles, 
general manager for Whirlpool’s research 
arm, WLabs. “They tell us the results that 
are most important to them.” 

Samsung has several voice-enabled 
products, including a fridge that comes 
with an app that lets you check on its con¬ 
tents while you’re grocery shopping. New 
this year: Samsung’s washing machines 
can send alerts to its TVs — smart TVs, 
of course — so you know your laundry is 
ready while watching Netflix. 

Other connected items at CES include: 

■ A fishing rod that tracks your loca¬ 
tion to build an online map of where you’ve 
made the most catches. 

■ A toothbrush that recommends where 
to brush more. 

■ A fragrance diffuser that lets you con¬ 
trol how your home smells from a smart¬ 
phone app. 

These are poised to join internet-con¬ 
nected security cameras, door locks and 
thermostats that are already on the mar¬ 
ket. The latter can work with sensors to 
turn the heat down automatically when 
you leave home. 

Chester said consumers feel the need to 
keep up with their neighbors when they 
buy appliances with the smartest smarts. 
He said all the conveniences can be “a 
powerful drug to help people forget the 
fact that they are also being spied on.” 

Gadgets with voice controls typically 
aren’t transmitting any data back to com¬ 
pany servers until you activate them with 
a trigger word, such as “Alexa” or “OK 
Google.” But devices have sometimes 
misheard innocuous words as legitimate 
commands to record and send private 
conversations. 


LG unveils disappearing TV set 



John Locher/AP 


The LG Signature OLED TV R, partially rolled up, is on display during 
a news conference at CES International in Las Vegas on Monday. 


By Matt O’Brien 
and Joseph Pisani 

Associated Press 

LAS VEGAS — The CES 2019 
gadget show is revving up in Las 
Vegas. Here are the latest find¬ 
ings and observations from As¬ 
sociated Press reporters on the 
ground as technology’s biggest 
trade event gets underway. 

Disappearing televisions. In 
this age of smartphone streaming, 
big television sets are no longer the 
centerpiece of many living rooms. 
Now South Korean electronics 
company LG is doing its part to 
make TVs disappear altogether. 

LG has unveiled a “rollable” 
TV — a 65-inch screen that can 
roll down and disappear into its 
base with the press of a button. 
The set can still play music when 
the screen is rolled down com¬ 
pletely, or display a clock when 
it’s just partially rolled down. LG 
says the TV will be available later 
this year. It didn’t say how much 
it will cost. 

Meanwhile, LG, Samsung and 
others unveiled “8K” sets, with 
four times the resolution of today’s 
high-definition sets and twice that 
of 4K sets such as LG’s rollable 
one. 8K represents the next gen¬ 
eration of television viewing, but 
one that most people won’t see for 


themselves for some time. 

So far, 8K has been deployed 
only for the occasional experi¬ 
mental broadcast, such as during 
the Olympics. Even 4K shows and 
movies are just starting to catch 
on. 

“As always with TVs, innova¬ 
tions come with display hardware 
first and adoption of things like 
content and delivery always fol¬ 
low later,” said Paul Gagnon, an 
analyst with IHS Markit. 

But unlike past developments 
that never caught on, such as 3D 
TVs, analysts believe 8K will be¬ 
come more popular eventually 
—just not ubiquitous. 

Samsung announced its first 
8K TV last year, an 85-inch model 
costing nearly $15,000. The com¬ 
pany unveiled four additional 
sizes Monday, sans prices. Also 
Monday, TCL announced plans 
for 8K sets with Roku’s stream¬ 
ing technology built-in. LG has 
two 8K sets coming. 

Enough about self-driving cars. 
Many people at CES would rather 
hear about better video games. 
Nvidia CEO Jensen Huang got 
a big round of applause when he 
told a crowd that he’d spend more 
time talking gaming than about 
autonomous driving. 

The Santa Clara, Calif.-based 
chipmaker’s computer graphics 


technology is used in both indus¬ 
tries. But it was Huang’s unveil¬ 
ing of a new gaming-oriented 
graphics processor that elicited 
the biggest cheers Sunday night. 
He also detailed how his compa¬ 
ny’s advances in artificial intelli¬ 
gence and a graphics technology 
called “ray tracing” are helping 
to generate ever-more-realistic 
scenery in popular games. 

This year’s CES is less focused 
on autonomous cars compared 
with last year, though there’s on¬ 
going buzz about self-driving in¬ 
novations. Ride-hailing service 
Lyft says that after launching a 
self-driving Las Vegas taxi ser¬ 
vice at last year’s CES, it’s now 
had almost 30,000 paid rides. 
Daimler on Monday unveiled a 
new self-driving truck, and Bosch 
and May Mobility separately un¬ 
veiled their concepts for a driver¬ 
less shuttle bus. 

Meanwhile, executives from 
Audi, Toyota, Cruise Automation, 
chipmaker Nvidia, Google spinoff 
Waymo and several startups are 
gearing up to convince the public 
that autonomous vehicles are safe. 

They say the coalition is not a 
lobbying effort but a united front 
to invest in countering what they 
describe as public confusion, 
fears and unrealistic expecta¬ 
tions about self-driving technol¬ 


ogy. The industry push follows a 
year of news about self-driving 
crashes, including an autonomous 
Uber that fatally struck a pedes¬ 
trian in March. Neither Uber nor 
Tesla, which has also had crashes, 
is part of the group. 

A century-old CES first-timer. 
You wouldn’t expect to find the 
maker of Pampers and Bounty 
paper towels at the world’s larg¬ 
est technology conference. 

But here’s consumer goods 
company Procter & Gamble at 
CES 2019, showing off heated ra¬ 
zors and a toothbrush that uses 
artificial intelligence. (Sorry if 
you were expecting self-chang¬ 


ing diapers.) 

Procter & Gamble, which was 
founded more than 180 years ago, 
said it’s the first time it has been 
an exhibitor at CES. The company 
said it needs to infuse technology 
into everyday products to keep up 
with what customers want. 

Among the goods on display: 
a waterproof Gillette razor that 
heats up to 122 degrees; an Oral- 
B toothbrush that tells you if 
you’re missing areas when brush¬ 
ing; and a wand-like device called 
Opte that scans the skin and re¬ 
leases serum that covers up age 
spots and other discoloration. 
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Winter weather 
blasts Europe 


By Kirsten Grieshaber 

Associated Press 

BERLIN — Hundreds of peo¬ 
ple were snowed-in in Alpine re¬ 
gions and warned of a high risk of 
avalanches, parts of Scandinavia 
were left without electricity, and 
high winds caused flight delays 
and cancellations in the Nether¬ 
lands as deadly winter weather 
continued to blast Europe on 
Tuesday. 

Several people have already 
been killed in weather-related in¬ 
cidents over the last week, and in 
Norway attempts to find the bod¬ 
ies of four skiers were again put 
on hold due to poor visibility and 
heavy snowfall. A 29-year Swed¬ 
ish woman and three Finns, aged 
29, 32 and 36, were presumed 
dead after a 990-foot-wide ava¬ 
lanche hit the Tamok valley, near 
the northern city of Tromsoe, last 
week. 

In Austria, hundreds of resi¬ 
dents were stuck in their homes 
due to blocked roads, and some 
regions experienced power out¬ 
ages after snow-laden trees took 
down power lines. 

Schools in some Austrian re¬ 
gions remained closed for a sec¬ 
ond day, and homeowners were 
advised to remove snow from 
their roofs after several build¬ 
ings collapsed. A 78-year-old 
man was severely injured when 
he fell off the roof of his home in 
Turrach while shoveling snow, 
Austrian public broadcaster ORF 
reported. 

On Monday night, 11 Ger¬ 
man hikers had to be rescued 
by mountaineers from a cabin 
near Salzburg after having been 
snowed in without electricity and 
little food since Friday. Several 
people were killed by avalanches 
in recent days, and authorities 
warned continuing snowfall is in¬ 
creasing the already high risk of 
more avalanches. 

In southern and eastern Ger¬ 
many, people were also bracing 
for more snowfall, while in the 


northern coastal city of Hamburg 
residents were preparing for a 
storm flood caused by a winter 
gale, the German news agency 
dpa reported. 

In neighboring Netherlands, 
Amsterdam’s busy Schiphol Air¬ 
port warned of delays and can¬ 
cellations. Dutch carrier KLM 
canceled 159 flights to and from 
European destinations. 

In northwestern Dutch coastal 
regions expected to be hardest 
hit by strong winds and wild seas, 
local water authorities began 
checking dikes to make sure they 
were not damaged. 

The Noorderzijlvest water au¬ 
thority said it was monitoring 
dikes because of debris floating 
in the sea after nearly 300 con¬ 
tainers tumbled off a cargo ship 
in a storm last week. Many of the 
containers are still at sea and 
some have broken open, spilling 
their contents. 

“A fridge or container that is 
rammed against a dike can cause 
damage,” the authority said on its 
website. 

Heavy snowfall and strong 
winds were reported Tuesday over 
central Scandinavia, hampering 
efforts to restore electricity after a 
hefty storm swept through north¬ 
ern Europe on Jan. 2. 

Swedish media reported sev¬ 
eral fender-benders and stranded 
vehicles along roads but nothing 
unusual for the season in this part 
of Europe. 

Meanwhile, in southeastern 
Europe schools in the Greek capi¬ 
tal and many surrounding areas 
remained shut due to weather 
conditions after snowfall blanket¬ 
ed Athens, with temperatures in 
some parts of the country plung¬ 
ing well below freezing. 

Courts in Athens were also to 
remain shut Tuesday, with only 
fast-track prosecutions being 
heard, the Justice Ministry said. 
Some rural roads, particularly 
those leading up to the mountains 
near the capital, were shut over¬ 
night and in the early morning. 



Tobias Hase, dpa/AP 


Truck drivers help each other after being trapped by heavy snowfall 
on the Autobahn A8 near Holzkirchen, Germany, on Monday. 



Matt Dunham/AP 


Pro-Europe demonstrators protest outside parliament in London on Tuesday. 

UK rules out Brexit extension 


By Lorne Cook 

Associated Press 

BRUSSELS — The British government on Tues¬ 
day ruled out seeking an extension to the two-year 
period taking the country out of the European Union 
as Prime Minister Theresa May continued to seek 
further concessions from the EU ahead of a crucial 
parliamentary vote next week on her Brexit deal. 

In a move that has massive trade, business and 
political implications, Britain will leave the EU on 
March 29 when the two-year period that governs the 
process by which a country can leave the bloc times 
out, the so-called Article 50 of the EU’s governing 
treaty. 

Without a withdrawal agreement, Britain faces 
the prospect of crashing out of the bloc on that 
date with no deal, a development that could see 
tariffs slapped on British exports to the EU, wide¬ 
spread disruption at ports and shortages of food and 
pharmaceuticals. 

As things stand, May does not appear to have the 
numbers to win the support of enough lawmakers 


for the Brexit deal that she forged with the EU last 
November. That’s raised concerns of a “no-deal” 
Brexit and prompted talk of an extension to the two- 
year process or even another referendum on Brit¬ 
ain’s membership of the EU. 

“Article 50 will not be extended. We are leaving 
the EU on the 29th of March this year, because 
that’s what Article 50 says, that’s what Parliament 
voted for, and that’s now what domestic British leg¬ 
islation says as well,” Britain’s minister of state for 
exiting the EU, Martin Callanan, told reporters in 
Brussels. 

Britain can request an extension to the Brexit 
procedure, but all 27 other EU countries must 
agree, and the bloc’s leaders said last month that 
they would need good reasons to prolong it. Officials 
have said a second Brexit referendum could be one 
good reason to do so. 

May is set to put the deal to lawmakers next week 
and has been in talks with several EU leaders about 
fresh guarantees. She postponed a scheduled vote 
on the deal in December after it became clear she 
would lose. 


Huge ‘fatberg’ blocks sewer in England 


Associated Press 

LONDON — A British official 
says a giant “fatberg” — a mass of 
hardened fat, oil and baby wipes 
measuring 210 feet long — has 
been found blocking a sewer in 
southwestern England. 

Andrew Roantree, of South 
West Water, said it will “take our 
sewer team around eight weeks 
to dissect this monster in excep¬ 
tionally challenging work condi¬ 
tions.” He urged the public not 
to pour grease down the drain or 
flush baby wipes down the toilet, 
adding, “Don’t feed the fatberg.” 

The revolting fat mass was dis¬ 
covered in drains in the coastal 
town of Sidmouth. 

In 2017, an 820-foot fatberg 
was found in sewers beneath 
Whitechapel in east London. A 
chunk of that later went on display 
at the Museum of London, nestled 
inside transparent boxes. 



South West Water/AP 


A mass of hardened fat, oil and baby wipes measuring some 210 
feet long is seen in the town of Sidmouth, England. 
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Macron challenged 
at home, in Europe 

By Sylvie Corbet 

Associated Press 



Benoit Tessier, Pool/AP 


French President Emmanuel Macron, shown at a media conference 
at the Elysee Palace in Paris last month, is facing challenges at 
home and elsewhere in Europe. 


PARIS — French President 
Emmanuel Macron is facing a 
mountain of challenges in the new 
year — starting with yellow-vest 
protesters who are back in the 
streets to show their anger against 
high taxes and his pro-business 
policies that they see as favoring 
the wealthy rather than the work¬ 
ing class. 

Once Europe’s rising star, Ma¬ 
cron is now fighting to save his 
image and his vision for trans¬ 
forming France’s welfare state 
and economic model. Here’s a look 
at three major issues he will need 
to tackle in 2019: 

■ Yellow-vest crisis. Since No¬ 
vember, demonstrations initially 
triggered by a tax increase on die¬ 
sel fuel and expanded to encom¬ 
pass the high cost of living have 
led to violent clashes with police in 
Paris and other cities — including 
most recently on Saturday. 

Macron made multiple conces¬ 
sions that failed to extinguish the 
anger of the yellow-vest move¬ 
ment, named after the fluorescent 
protective garments the protesters 
wear. He abandoned the tax in¬ 
crease and announced last month 
a series of measures to boost pur¬ 
chasing power. The package, es- 


coordinated under the Basel Con¬ 
vention, a global treaty on haz¬ 
ardous waste. 

Like many of the informal e- 
waste recyclers picking through 
the trash that comes largely 
from Europe and North America, 
Amin Idris comes from northern 
Ghana. After breathing too much 
of the acrid air, he decided to 
change his approach. 

“When I used to burn these 
cables, I felt ill,” he said. “That’s 
why I stopped burning and start¬ 
ed bringing cables in here.” 

He stood at a wire-stripping 
machine at Green Advocacy 
Ghana, a nongovernmental or¬ 
ganization that operates inside 


timated at $11.5 billion, includes 
a 100 euro, or $114, monthly in¬ 
crease to the minimum salary. 

The big challenge now is con¬ 
taining the protest violence that’s 
hitting Paris tourist quarters. In 
his New Year’s speech, Macron 
adopted a tougher stance against 
any violence, denouncing “hei¬ 
nous crowds” and urging a resto¬ 
ration of order. 

Hoping to calm tensions, the 
government called on the French 
to express their views during a 
“national debate” organized in the 
coming weeks in all regions. 

■ Reforms ahead. Despite the 
protests, Macron has vowed to 
keep reforming the country this 
year to fulfill some of his electoral 
promises. Planned changes con¬ 
cern highly inflammatory topics: 
an overhaul of the indebted pen¬ 
sion system and of France’s rela¬ 
tively generous unemployment 
benefits. 

The government wants to apply 
the same rules to all new pension¬ 
ers in order to replace the dozens 
of different systems specific to 
certain jobs. Macron promised 
the legal retirement age will re¬ 
main at 62, but the changes might 
reduce some other benefits. 

The government also plans to 
apply stricter rules to obtain un¬ 
employment benefits. Other mea- 


cept change, Nana Akuffo said. 
“So it’s been a slow and gradual 
process.” 

The Environmental Protection 
Agency is Ghana’s main environ¬ 
mental regulator. “The law pro¬ 
hibits open burning of waste in 
any form or shape. This includes 
electronic waste,” Principal pro¬ 
gram officer Larry Kotoe said. 

“Having said that, we are not 
saying the e-waste recyclers 
shouldn’t burn but rather that this 
predominantly informal sector 
should be transformed. The law 
is seeking to rebuild their capac¬ 
ity, retool them so that they can 
safely dismantle e-waste.” 

While only Green Advocacy 


sures would allow job cuts among 
civil servants. 

The government appears po¬ 
litically weakened by the yellow- 
vest movement but can still pass 
new bills at Parliament, where 
Macron’s centrist party holds a 
strong majority. Macron and his 
parliamentary majority don’t face 
new elections until 2022. 

■ European elections. Euro¬ 
pean Parliament elections in May 
could turn, in France, into a vote 
for or against Macron’s policies. 

Opinion polls last month saw 
Macron’s popularity at its lowest 
level, with support from just about 
a quarter of respondents. Mean¬ 
while, Marine Le Pen’s far-right, 
anti-immigration party National 
Rally is expected to come out on 
top in the European elections. 


Ghana is currently active on 
the ground in the Agbogbloshie 
dump, the German government, 
in partnership with Ghana’s gov¬ 
ernment, is building a health 
clinic and e-waste recycling 
training center due to open there 
in early 2019. 


Some yellow-vest protesters are 
considering launching their own 
bid, which potentially could shuf¬ 
fle the cards. 

Elected on a pro-European plat¬ 
form, Macron is advocating for 
common rules that he promises 
will protect European workers and 
he wants to strengthen European 
Union unity. He had ambitions to 
create a new centrist alliance of 
European lawmakers, but the yel¬ 
low-vest crisis cast doubts on his 
capacity to do so. 

It notably damaged his Europe¬ 
an credibility by pushing France 
over the EU deficit limit. That’s 
bad news both for the European 
economy and for the man who won 
the French presidency in 2017 on 
promises to revive the dream of 
European unity. 


For professor Julius Fobil, with 
the University of Ghana, more 
community participation from 
the start would make a project 
like Green Advocacy Ghana more 
effective. Environmental literacy 
among unskilled workers “is cur¬ 
rently very low,” he said. 


Man injures 20 kids 
with hammer in China 

BEIJING — A man injured 20 
children with a hammer Tuesday 
inside a primary school in China’s 
capital, officials said. 

Three of the children have 
serious but not life-threatening 
injuries, the Xicheng district gov¬ 
ernment said on its social media 
account, adding that the attack 
took place at 11:17 a.m. 

The suspect, surnamed Jia, 49, 
was apprehended at the scene, 
the statement said. 

A native of northern Heilongji¬ 
ang province, Jia was employed 
through a labor service company 
to perform daily maintenance 
work at the school. His contract 
was set to expire this month and 
had not been renewed. 

As an expression of his dissat¬ 
isfaction, Xicheng district said, 
Jia wielded a hammer that he 
normally used for work to injure 
students during a class. 

Russian church head 
talks tech, Antichrist 

MOSCOW — The head of the 
Russian Orthodox Church said 
the data-gathering capacity of de¬ 
vices such as smartphones risks 
bringing humanity closer to the 
arrival of the Antichrist. 

In an interview shown Mon¬ 
day on state TV, Patriarch Kirill 
said the church does not oppose 
technological progress but is con¬ 
cerned that “someone can know 
exactly where you are, know ex¬ 
actly what you are interested in, 
know exactly what you are afraid 
of,” and that such information 
could be used for centralized con¬ 
trol of the world. 

“Control from one point is a 
foreshadowing of the coming of 
Antichrist, if we talk about the 
Christian view. Antichrist is the 
person who will be at the head of 
the world wide web that controls 
the entire human race,” he said. 

Cuba’s former vice 
president dies at 95 

HAVANA — Jose Ramon Fer¬ 
nandez, a retired Cuban brigadier 
general who was key in forming 
the communist country’s new 
army and commanded Cuban 
defenses at the Bay of Pigs, died 
Sunday, state media reported. He 
was 95. 

Tall and spindly with the rigid 
posture of a military man, Fer¬ 
nandez in his final years remained 
a legendary figure and served 
for a time as a vice president on 
Cuba’s Council of Ministers, or 
Cabinet. A founding member of 
the Communist Party of Cuba, he 
was re-elected to the party’s rul¬ 
ing Central Committee in 2011 at 
the age of 87. 

Fernandez ran a cadet school 
that trained officers after the 
revolutionary triumph of Jan. 1, 
1959, laying the foundation of the 
communist country’s new army. 

He also played a leading role 
in one of the great battles of the 
Cold War, helping command Cu¬ 
ba’s nascent militia forces in their 
victory over invading exile forces 
at the Bay of Pigs in April 1961. 

From The Associated Press 


Ghana e-waste recycling 
industry gaining traction 


By Neil Shaw 

Associated Press 

ACCRA, Ghana—On any given 
day, plumes of noxious smoke rise 
above the Agbogbloshie dump site 
in Ghana’s capital, Accra. 

The billowing black smoke 
comes from the many informal e- 
waste recyclers who take unwant¬ 
ed electronics, strip them of their 
cables and burn away the protec¬ 
tive covers to reach the valuable 
copper beneath. 

It’s a dangerous way to make a 
living, but an easily available one 
for the many unskilled workers 
arriving in search of money to get 
by. Ghana imports about 150,000 
tons of secondhand electronics a 
vear. according to a 2011 studv 


the Agbogbloshie dump. For a 
fee ranging from 2 to 10 cents per 
pound of metal, electrical cables 
are fed through blades that slit 
open the plastic, making it easy to 
reach the copper or other metal 
wires inside. 

“When I strip cables here, it 
looks much better than burnt cop¬ 
per, and we’ll get higher prices for 
this stripped copper,” Idris said. 

Bennett Nana Akuffo has run 
Green Advocacy Ghana for more 
than three years. 

“Every month, every year, we 
keep on getting more and more 
people. It’s a slow process, and 
the people we are dealing with, 
for want of a better word, they 
are sometimes difficult to ac- 



Smoke rises above the Agbogbloshie dump site in Accra, Ghana. 


















Page 16 


mmnmfoim 


Stars and Stripes 


Wednesday, January 9,2019 



AMERICAN ROUNDUP 


Fast food employees to 
strike after viral video 


ST. PETERSBURG — A 
group of Florida fast 
food workers planned to strike 
after a female colleague was at¬ 
tacked by a customer. 

A video showed Daniel Taylor 
grabbing Yasmine James’ shirt 
and attempting to pull her over the 
counter after he asked for a straw 
at a St. Petersburg McDonald’s 
last week. James hit him several 
times in the face. 

Taylor was charged with two 
counts of simple battery. Police 
say he kicked another worker as 
he was being escorted out. 

The group Fight for $15 said it 
would strike during the lunch rush 
Tuesday to demand McDonald’s 
and other fast-food chains protect 
workers from safety threats. 

Police: Boy, 9, helped 
save his grandfather 

■til ft SOMERSET — A 
l*l^% 9-year-old boy was 
being credited for jumping into 
action as his grandfather was suf¬ 
fering a life-threatening medical 
emergency in Massachusetts. 

Police said Kazin Crisman was 
about to get pizza with his grand¬ 
father, Allan Crisman, 80, in Som¬ 
erset on Saturday when the boy 
noticed something was wrong. 

Kazin told WC VB-T V his grand¬ 
father was struggling to start the 
car, and he dialed 911 after his 
grandfather failed to respond to 
his questions. 

Police said Allan Crisman, who 
is diabetic, was experiencing hy¬ 
poglycemia, or low blood sugar. 

Police bought the boy a pep- 
peroni pizza for his efforts. 

Police probe string of 
restaurant robberies 

m GREENSBORO — Po- 
ItI ■,:^p lice in a North Carolina 
city are investigating a series of 
robberies at restaurants or other 
businesses. 

Late Saturday night, Greens¬ 
boro police said a man with a 
gun robbed cash from a Dunkin 
Donuts and fled. About an hour 
later, several men with handguns 
entered a convenience store in an 
attempted robbery but left empty- 
handed. About an hour after that, 
early Sunday, two males with 
handguns robbed a Pizza Hut de¬ 
livery driver. 

It’s not clear if the crimes were 
connected. 

Dispute between dog 
walkers ends in fatality 

PHILADELPHIA — 
Authorities said a dis¬ 
pute between two people who were 
walking dogs at a Philadelphia 
park ended when one punched the 
other, causing a fatal injury. 

Police said Drew Justice, 38, 
and his fiancee were walking 
their dog at Gold Star Park when 
Justice asked another man not to 
let his unleashed dog run free. 

The other man became angry 
and punched Justice in the face, 
causing him to fall backward and 
hit his head on the ground. 

Justice was taken to a local hos¬ 
pital where he was pronounced 


THE CENSUS 


159K 


The approximate number of text messages a Phoenix woman sent to a man after the two went on a single date. 

Jacqueline Ades, right, sent the messages, some of which were threatening, over the course of nearly 10 months be¬ 
ginning in 2017, according to police records obtained by the Arizona Republic. The man’s name has not been released. 
Ades has pleaded guilty to charges of stalking and criminal trespassing. 


Ted S. Warren/AP 

Power struggle 

Workers with Allteck, a power line contractor, work to restore power Monday to a neighborhood served by Puget Sound Energy in Auburn, 
Wash. Power was restored for more than 300,000 people after windstorms with gusts of more than 60 mph struck parts of Washington 
state and Oregon over the weekend. 


dead. 

Police spokesperson Jeff Chr- 
usch said authorities were inter¬ 
viewing a person of interest in 
connection with the assault. 

City to become home 
to Quidditch team 

||i| |y MINNEAPOLIS 
I*1 ill — Minneapolis will 
soon be home to a major league 
Quidditch team. The sport was 
inspired by the “Harry Potter” 
book series and is gaining popu¬ 
larity among Muggles around the 
world. 

Minnesota Public Radio re¬ 
ported that the Major League 
Quidditch expansion team in 
Minneapolis will hold tryouts in 
April. 

Quidditch began as an intra¬ 
mural sport at a handful of high 
schools and colleges. More than 
500 teams in 39 countries are 
now trying to emulate the fiction¬ 
al magical sport. 

Players run around with poles 
instead of brooms between their 
legs while they try to score with a 


volleyball “quaffle,” avoid dodge- 
ball “bludgers” and catch a per¬ 
son acting as the “golden snitch.” 

Dogs saved from meat 
farm adjust to new life 

| N MUNSTER — Five dogs 
I Iri saved from a South Ko¬ 
rean dog-meat farm are finding 
safety through a northwest Indi¬ 
ana animal shelter. 

The (northwest Indiana) Times 
reported that the pooches are 
still acclimating to their new 
surroundings. 

They were taken to the Mun¬ 
ster-based Humane Indiana shel¬ 
ter in July. 

One of the dogs has been ad¬ 
opted. Another is going to a be¬ 
havioral training program in 
Pittsburgh. The remaining three 
are in foster care to prepare them 
for domestic life. 

According to Humane Society 
International, South Korea is the 
only Asian country where dogs 
are regularly farmed as food, 
though their culinary appeal is 
dwindling. 


TV news co-anchors 
announce engagement 

■■ CINCINNATI — Two 
n journalists who co-an¬ 
chor news broadcasts at a televi¬ 
sion station in Ohio now plan to 
also co-anchor a life together as 
husband and wife. 

The Cincinnati Enquirer re¬ 
ported Sheree Paolello and Mike 
Dardis, of WLWT-TV in Cincin¬ 
nati, announced their Dec. 28 en¬ 
gagement on Friday. 

The couple said they had im¬ 
mediate chemistry when Dardis 
joined the broadcast team in 2012 
and they started dating in 2017. 

Newest orchestra 
member gets rare seat 

P| TAMPA — A 23-year- 
I L old recent college grad¬ 
uate landed a coveted spot with 
the Florida Orchestra, and she’s 
sitting in the most unlikely spot 
— next to her childhood teacher. 

French horn player Kaitlyn Re- 
sler beat out nearly 60 other horn 


players in a blind audition. 

She had her first rehearsal 
with the prestigious orchestra 
last week and was seated next to 
Carolyn Wahl, 67. Wahl taught 
Resler from fourth grade through 
high school. 

Wahl has been a horn player 
with the orchestra since 1974. 

Couple reunited with 
engagement ring 

|y Y NEW YORK — Police 
ill I in New York City said 
they helped a couple ring in the 
new year by reuniting them with 
their missing engagement ring. 

NBC New York reported the di¬ 
amond ring was dropped down a 
sewer grate Thursday near Times 
Square. 

Officers noticed the ring in a 
grate on Eighth Avenue and 48th 
Street and recovered it with the 
help of the FDNY and a police 
emergency services unit. 

The NYPD said in a tweet the 
couple was reunited with their 
ring Friday. 

From wire reports 
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FACES 


Childish Gambino, 
Cardi B, Phish in 
Bonnaroo lineup 

Associated Press 

The 2019 Bonnaroo Music and Arts 
Festival will feature Childish Gambino, 
Post Malone, Cardi B, the Lumineers 
and multiple sets from Phish. 

The lineup was released Tuesday for 
the June 13-16 outdoor music festival 
held annually in Manchester, Tenn. 

Other top acts include Solange, The 
Avett Brothers, Hozier, Kacey Mus- 
graves, Brandi Carlile and Brockhamp- 
ton. Bonnaroo has a history of booking 
legacy rock acts like U2, Elton John and 
Pearl Jam, and this year jam band icons 
Phish will return to the stage for the first 
time since 2012 to perform two nights. 

Several DJ and electronic artists such 
as GRiZ, RL Grime, Odesza and Ille- 
nium are also playing the festival for its 
18th year. 

‘RBG,’ Mr. Rogers doc 
get directors guild noms 

Documentaries about Supreme Court 
Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg and Fred 
Rogers have each snagged another key 
nomination from the Directors Guild 
of America. On Monday, the DGA an¬ 
nounced its five documentary selec¬ 
tions, including “RBG,” “Won’t You Be 
My Neighbor?” as well as the climbing 
documentary “Free Solo,” “Three Iden¬ 
tical Strangers,” about triplets who meet 
as adults, and “Hale County This Morn¬ 
ing, This Evening.” 

The guild also announced a slew of 
nominations in scripted television. Don¬ 
ald Glover received his second nomina¬ 
tion for “Atlanta,” and Bill Hader his first 
for “Barry.” Jason Bateman was nomi¬ 
nated for an episode of “Ozark,” and Ben 
Stiller for “Escape at Dannemora.” 

Amy Sherman-Palladino and Daniel 
Palladino received separate nomina¬ 
tions for episodes of “The Marvelous 
Mrs. Maisel.” 

Winners will be announced Feb. 2. 

Hanks to present SAG’s 
lifetime award to Alda 

One of America’s sweethearts will 
hand the torch to another when Tom 
Hanks presents Alan Alda with a life¬ 
time achievement 
award at the Screen 
Actors Guild Award 
ceremony Jan. 27. 

Alda, 82, will 
become the 55th 
recipient of the an¬ 
nual award given to 
an actor who fosters 
the “finest ideals of 
the acting profession.” 

Alda is best known for his role as 
Hawkeye Pierce in the television series 
“M*A*S*H.” Alda has won six Emmy 
Awards and was also nominated for an 
Oscar for his role in “The Aviator.” 

Other news 

■ The Supreme Court is declining to 
revive a lawsuit by Olivia de Havilland 
over the FX Networks miniseries “Feud: 
Bette and Joan,” which centered on the 
rivalry between actresses Bette Davis 
and Joan Crawford. The 102-year-old de 
Havilland had objected to her depiction 
on the eight-part miniseries. She said her 
likeness was illegally used and her char¬ 
acter, played by Catherine Zeta-Jones, 
came across as a vulgar gossipmonger. 



Alda 



Chris Pizzello, Invision/AP 


John C. Reilly, who has played plenty of sidekicks, gets a chance to be front and center with his film role as iconic comic actor 
Oliver Hardy in “Stan & Ollie.” Hardy’s partner, Stan Laurel, is portrayed by Steve Coogan. 


No laughing matter 

Oliver Hardy was terrifying, inspiring for John C. Reilly 


By Andrew Dalton 

Associated Press 

P laying Oliver Hardy, the large comic with 
the even larger persona, was a burden that 
became a mission for John C. Reilly. 

The actor had early misgivings about 
becoming the man whose legendary partnership 
with Stan Laurel is explored in “Stan & Ollie,” 
which was released Dec. 28 in the U.S. by Sony 
Pictures Classics. 

“It was a pretty terrifying prospect,” Reilly 
told The Associated Press in an interview in De¬ 
cember after learning the role had earned him a 
Golden Globe nomination for best performance 
in a motion picture musical or comedy. (He 
didn’t win; the award went to Christian Bale for 
his portrayal of Dick Cheney in “Vice.”) “Those are 
some very big shoes to fill, no pun intended. I didn’t 
know that it was going to work out so well. It was re¬ 
ally an act of faith.” 

At the beginning of the process, Reilly developed 
a deep affection for Hardy through books, through 
Hardy’s letters to his wife and through the more 
than 100 screen appearances he made with Laurel, 
played by Steve Coogan. 

It was on finding out how neglected Hardy and his 
partner were late in their lives and careers — the 
period explored in the film, which documents a try¬ 
ing tour through the United Kingdom in the early 
1950s when the men were in their early 60s — that 
Reilly felt not only a compulsion but also a duty to 
do it. 

“I just didn’t feel I was worthy at first,” Reilly said. 
“But when you learn about Laurel and Hardy, and 
how the world kind of forgot them at the end of their 
life, I realized I had to do this for Oliver. I would just 
keep saying, ‘do it for Oliver.’” 



Sony Pictures Classics 


'I just didn’t 
feel I was 
worthy 
at first.' 

John C. Reilly 

on taking the role 
of Oliver Hardy, for 
which he received 
a Golden Globe nomination 


He took on the entirety of Hardy for the part, 
mentally and physically, spending four hours in 
the makeup chair on shooting days and taking on 
the full feeling of his body. 

“I had weights built into the fat suit so that I 
could always feel that, you know, the heft of it, so I 
wouldn’t just feel like this light foam suit,” Reilly 
said. “And I think I started to rue that decision by 
the end because the weight was just like — it was a 
lot every day to carry.” 

Other aspects of Hardy were easier to imitate. 
“Ollie really loved good times, and was always 
after wine, women and song. I can relate to that,” 
Reilly said with a laugh. “I mean, I work a lot too, 
but I can relate to that.” 

Reilly, 53, has made a specialty of playing side- 
kicks, from his breakout role behind Mark Wahlberg 
in 1997’s “Boogie Nights” through several second- 
fiddle roles alongside Will Ferrell, most recently in 
the newly released “Holmes & Watson.” 

But with Coogan, he has the equal billing and true 
partnership of the men they’re playing. 

“Steve and I not only got to know each other and 
found a working relationship through all the re¬ 
hearsals and the singing and dancing, but we also 
found the guys themselves,” Reilly said. “That’s 
what they did all day. So, we started to feel like them 
after a while.” 

As the two men embodied the characters, they 
came to see their calling as returning them to the 
cultural memory. 

“It was like this mission to bring back the legacy of 
Laurel and Hardy,” Reilly said. 

“The film is really just, it’s just a signpost pointing 
to their work. We’re hoping this makes people re-dis- 
cover Laurel and Hardy again. It still stands up. It’s 
still funny.” 
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Nissan's ex-chair 
appears in court, 
asserts innocence 


Amazon emerges as 
most valuable US firm 


By Yuri Kageyama 
Associated. Press 

TOKYO — The former chair¬ 
man of Japan’s Nissan Motor Co., 
Carlos Ghosn, denied any wrong¬ 
doing and proclaimed his loyalty 
to the company at a court hearing 
in Tokyo on Tuesday. 

It was Ghosn’s first public ap¬ 
pearance since he was arrested 
on Nov. 19 and charged with false 
financial reporting. 

“Your honor, I am innocent 
of the accusations against me,” 
Ghosn told the judge, speaking 
firmly and calmly as he read from 
a statement. “I am wrongfully 
accused.” 

Prosecutors have charged 
Ghosn, who led a dramatic turn¬ 
around at the Japanese auto¬ 
maker over the past two decades, 
with falsifying financial reports 
in underreporting his income by 
about $44 million over five years 
through 2015. 

They also say he is suspected of 
having Nissan temporarily take 
on his investment losses from the 
financial crisis. 

Ghosn rebutted the allegations 
against him point-by-point and 
said he had the option to leave 
Nissan but had decided to stay on. 

“A captain doesn’t jump ship 
during a storm,” said Ghosn, who 
was visibly thinner than before 
his arrest. 

The veteran auto executive, a 
familiar face at the World Eco¬ 
nomic Forum in Davos, Switzer¬ 


land, and other elite gatherings, 
was handcuffed and led into the 
courtroom with a rope around his 
waist as the hearing began. Offi¬ 
cers removed his handcuffs and 
seated him on a bench. 

Presiding judge Yuichi Tada 
then read out the charges and said 
Ghosn, a Brazilian-born French¬ 
man of Lebanese ancestry, was 
considered a flight risk — he was 
arrested on his arrival in Tokyo 
by private jet — and might try to 
hide evidence. 

In Japan, suspects are routine¬ 
ly held without bail, often due to 
fears about evidence tampering. 

Facing the courtroom, Ghosn 
spoke proudly of the automaker’s 
— and his own — achievements, 
such as reviving iconic models 
like the GT-R and the Z, expand¬ 
ing operations in China, Russia, 
Brazil and India, and pioneering 
electric cars and autonomous 
driving. 

“I have a genuine love and ap¬ 
preciation for Nissan,” he said. 

Ghosn has been held in Spartan 
conditions at a Tokyo detention fa¬ 
cility since he was taken into cus¬ 
tody. However, Ghosn’s defense 
lawyer, Motonari Ohtsuru, told 
reporters at the Foreign Corre¬ 
spondents’ Club late Tuesday that 
Ghosn was transferred to a bigger 
room with a bed at his request. 

In keeping with Japanese regu¬ 
lations, he has been allowed visits 
only from his lawyers and consul¬ 
ar officials. 



Koji Sasahara/AP 


Motonari Ohtsuru, defense lawyer 
for former Nissan chairman 
Carlos Ghosn, speaks Tuesday 
in Tokyo. Ghosn told the court 
Tuesday that he is innocent 
of charges of false financial 
reporting. 

Sent to Japan by Nissan’s al¬ 
liance partner, Renault SA of 
France, in 1999, Ghosn led a spec¬ 
tacular turnaround at the Yoko¬ 
hama-based automaker over two 
decades, during which he mostly 
served as chief executive. 

Renault owns 43 percent of Nis¬ 
san, while Nissan owns 15 percent 
of Renault. 

Ghosn remains the head of Re¬ 
nault and is still on Nissan’s board 
of directors. 

His courtroom appearance 
drew worldwide attention, with 
throngs of cameras set up outside 
the Tokyo Detention Center to 
capture his departure. No cam¬ 
eras or audio recordings are al¬ 
lowed in Japanese court sessions. 

Authorities also arrested a fel¬ 
low Nissan executive and aide to 
Ghosn, Greg Kelly, charging him 
with collaborating with Ghosn to 
underreport his income. Kelly, an 
American, was released on bail on 
Dec. 25. He also has maintained 
his innocence. 

No trial dates have been set for 
Ghosn or Kelly. 


Associated Press 

SAN FRANCISCO — Amazon 
has eclipsed Microsoft as the most 
valuable publicly traded company 
in the U.S. as a see-sawing stock 
market continues to reshuffle cor¬ 
porate America’s pecking order. 

The shift occurred Monday 
after Amazon’s shares rose 3 per¬ 
cent to close at $1,629.51 and lifted 
the e-commerce leader’s market 
value to $797 billion. Meanwhile, 
Microsoft’s stock edged up by less 
than 1 percent to finish at $102.06, 
leaving the computer software 
maker’s value at $784 billion. 

It marks the first time Amazon 
has held the top spot and ends Mi¬ 
crosoft’s brief return to the pin¬ 
nacle after it surpassed Apple in 
late November. 

The repositioning has been 
triggered by mounting concerns 
that the Trump administration’s 
trade war with China and rising 
interest rates will bog down the 
worldwide economy. If that were 
to happen, it’s likely to slow the 
growth of companies in technol¬ 
ogy and other industries that gen¬ 
erate a substantial chunk of their 
revenue outside the U.S. 

That’s one reason most technol¬ 
ogy stocks are well off their peaks. 
Amazon, for instance, remains 21 
percent below its high reached in 


MARKET WATCH 


Jan. 7, 2019 

Dow Jones 98.19 

industrials 2 3,531.35 

Nasdaq 8 4.61 

composite 6,823.47 

Standard & 17.75 

Poor’s 500 2,549.69 

Russell 24.62 


September when the company’s 
stock value stood above $1 trillion. 
Apple was worth even more back 
then, but its stock has plunged by 
37 percent since early October 
to erase about $400 billion of its 
market value. 

Apple confirmed some of inves¬ 
tors’ worst fears last week when 
it warned that disappointing de¬ 
mand for iPhones, especially in 
China, caused its revenue for its 
most recent quarter to fall well 
below the projections of its man¬ 
agement and industry analysts. 


EXCHANGE RATES i 

Military rates 

Euro costs (Jan. 9). 

Dollar buys (Jan. 9). 

British pound (Jan. 9). 

Japanese yen (Jan. 9). 

South Korean won (Jan. 9).. 

Commercial rat 
Bahrain (Dinar). 

.$1.1751 

.€0.851 

.$1.31 

.106.00 

.1,093.00 

es 

.0.3770 

British pound. 

Canada (Dollar). 

.$1.2732 

. 1.3285 

China (Yuan). 

. 6.8535 

Denmark (Krone). 

Egypt(Pound). 

. 6.5270 

. 17.9093 

Hong Kong (Dollar). 

$1.1441/0.8741 
.7.8385 

Hungary (Forint). 

Israel (Shekel). 

.281.25 

.3.7001 

Japan(Yen). 

. 108.85 

Kuwait (Dinar). 

.0.3031 

Norway (Krone). 

Philippines (Peso). 

Poland (Zloty). 

. 8.5480 

.52.45 

.3.76 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal). 

Singapore (Dollar). 

South Korea (Won). 

Switzerland (Franc). 

.3.7509 

. 1.3582 

. 1,123.20 

.0.9815 

Turkey (New Lira).5.4762 

(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 

I INTEREST RATES 

Prime rate 

.5.50 

Discount rate. 

Federal funds market rate. 

3-month bill. 

30-year bond. 

.3.00 

.2.40 

.2.41 

.2.98 


WEATHER OUTLOOK 


WEDNESDAY IN THE MIDDLE EAST 


WEDNESDAY IN EUROPE 


THURSDAY IN THE PACIFIC 
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By Hugh Hewitt 

Special to The Washington Post 

JERUSALEM 
resident Donald Trump, as he 
so often does, deployed “smash 
the glass, pull alarm” tactics last 
month over the stalemate develop¬ 
ing in Syria’s civil war. As with so many 
moves by the president to apply a sort of 
shock therapy to an intractable problem 
set, his announcement that U.S. troops 
would withdraw from Syria is working. A 
case in point can be found here in Israel, 
where the decision has triggered focused 
thinking in a tumultuous political season. 

Israeli politics were more unsettled 
than usual before Trump’s announce¬ 
ment. Early elections are coming in April. 
Michael Oren — former ambassador to 
the United States, now a deputy minister 
— is one of the few Israeli officials who 
is carefully listened to by both Washing¬ 
ton and American Jewry, yet he has been 
orphaned politically by the collapse of his 
Kulanu Party. 

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
may steal a march on a rising rival, Naf- 
tali Bennett, by drafting Oren into the 
prime minister’s Likud Party and keeping 
him out of Bennett’s fledgling New Right 
Party, which is draining away Netanyahu’s 
most reliable voters. Whether Oren aligns 
with Netanyahu or Bennett, Israel needs 
him out in the world explaining the Jewish 
state’s policies, given the potential threat 
of a two-front war with Hamas in Gaza 
and with Hezbollah and Iran in Lebanon 
and Syria to the north. Politics here is con¬ 
fused, uncertain and tense. 

Amid the turmoil, Trump’s troop-with¬ 
drawal announcement had a clarifying 
effect. “If a war comes, better in the next 


NEW YORK 
mboldened by the Trump admin¬ 
istration’s denigration and threat¬ 
ened abandonment of traditional 
U.S. allies in Europe and other 
regions, China has launched a strategic 
campaign to woo, gain control over or oth¬ 
erwise undermine nations that have long 
supported U.S. goals and alliance manage¬ 
ment abroad. 

The campaign was outlined in a recent 
speech delivered by China’s defense min¬ 
ister to a closed-door meeting in Beijing 
with U.N. Security Council representa¬ 
tives. The Chinese effort is having growing 
influence, say experienced diplomats who 
attended the meeting. 

“The Chinese have correctly assessed 
that American allies now doubt they can 
ever rely on the U.S. again in many areas,” 
said one senior Western diplomat. “Presi¬ 
dent Trump seems to represent enough of 
American public doubts and distrust of for¬ 
eign nations that we all have to re-examine 
our place in the international order.” 

The Donald Trump White House is 
clearly aware of China’s newly stoked am¬ 
bitions. National security adviser John 
Bolton devoted much of a Dec. 13 speech 
at The Heritage Foundation to accusing 
China of using “bribes, opaque agree¬ 
ments and the strategic use of debt to hold 
states in Africa captive to Beijing’s wish¬ 
es and demands.” He singled out China’s 
“One Belt, One Road” economic initiative 
as being a tool to advance “Chinese global 
dominance.” 

But the White House response to Chi¬ 
na’s diplomatic and economic campaign 
contains two glaring failures. It does not 


two years while we are certain of Trump’s 
backing,” one influential Israeli told me. 

That’s the ominous backdrop of national 
security adviser John Bolton’s meetings 
with Netanyahu and Israel’s security team. 
On Sunday, the two men appeared to¬ 
gether, with Netanyahu bluntly stating Is¬ 
rael would never leave the Golan Heights, 
which abuts Syria, and Bolton underscor¬ 
ing the strength of the Trump-Netanyahu 
bond and emphasizing that Iran poses the 
most serious threat in the region. 

“Despite getting out of the Iran nuclear 
deal, despite the sanctions,” Bolton said, 
“we have little doubt that Iran’s leadership 
is still strategically committed to achiev¬ 
ing deliverable nuclear weapons.” 

Had each journalist accompanying 
Bolton on this whirlwind trip been given a 
piece of gold every time he mentioned Iran, 
a band of new leprechauns would be land¬ 
ing in Washington this week. Again and 
again, Bolton returned to the president’s 
exit from the nuclear deal and his commit¬ 
ment to containing Iranian expansionism. 
Bolton cited U.S. bases at al-Asad in Iraq 
and Tanf in Syria as evidence of Trump’s 
“determination that Iran not achieve this 
arc of control stretching from Iran thru 
Iraq into Lebanon and into Syria.” 

Change is happening rapidly in the Mid¬ 
dle East. The past few weeks have been 
noisy and confusing, but Trump is sending 
“his two great stars” as he calls them — 
Bolton and Secretary of State Mike Pom- 
peo — to blitz the region’s capitals with the 
key message: We aren’t bugging out again, 
as President Barack Obama did in 2011. 
And, please, let’s keep our focus on the ma¬ 
lign ambitions of the Iranian mullahs and 
Revolutionary Guard. 

The U.S. news media, obsessed with 
Trump, tend to confuse “primitive” with 


recognize or seek to correct its own role in 
creating the conditions that cause allies to 
doubt U.S. resolve and support. And it has 
missed the expansion of Chinese strategic 
aims into undermining American leader¬ 
ship in the transatlantic and global insti¬ 
tutions that have helped preserve global 
stability since World War II. White House 
staffers are either asleep at the switch or, 
more likely, deliberately looking away 
from the behavior of a president who treats 
his partners as cheats, liars or fools. 

Trump makes no secret of his intentions. 
With startling and ill-advised candor, he 
has told at least one leader of a NATO ally 
that his campaign to break China’s unfair 
trade practices is a prelude to an effort he 
will then lead to “destroy” European Union 
practices that have created trade imbal¬ 
ances with the U.S. The comment was 
taken by this leader as the nail in the cof¬ 
fin of transatlantic cooperation during the 
Trump presidency and perhaps beyond, 
according to an aide who recounted the 
conversation on condition of anonymity. 

Awareness of the frazzled state of Amer¬ 
ican leadership abroad pervaded the re¬ 
marks made by Chinese Defense Minister 
Wei Fenghe to members of the Security 
Council who visited Beijing on Nov. 26. The 
meeting was intended to focus on China’s 
role in international peacekeeping. But 
participants portray Wei as laying heavy 
emphasis on the need for new leadership 
at the United Nations and in international 
affairs, and on China’s ability and will¬ 
ingness to take on a greater role in both if 
other states cooperated with Beijing. 

“He put flesh on the bones of One Belt, 
One Road as a strategic concept,” said one 
diplomat present at the meeting. “He made 
clear other nations would have to make 
choices in the kind of alliances they join or 


“primal.” “Primitive” is, if not an insult, 
then an evaluation, and Beltway elites 
think Trump primitive in his methods and 
goals. “Primal” is an inherent condition, a 
given, basic statement that a thing or char¬ 
acteristic is of overarching importance. 

If observers could, for a moment, let go 
of their collective desire to brand Trump 
as primitive, they might see that sledge¬ 
hammer tactics are needed in the Middle 
East, primarily because Iran is sending 
tens of thousands of missiles to Leba¬ 
non and Syria, which poses an existential 
threat to Israel. That’s the primal reality 
of the region: militant Shiite expansion¬ 
ism, specifically of the Khomeinist vari¬ 
ety, threatening not just Israel but also the 
United States’ Sunni allies. And threaten¬ 
ing Turkey, though President Recep Tayy- 
ip Erdogan seems not to worry much about 
his nation’s historic rival. There are either 
1913 or 1938 conditions in this region, and 
Trump has focused not just the U.S. and Is¬ 
rael, with their loud and deeply conflicted 
politics, on the key issue. 

Trump then dove into the particulars 
with Sen. Lindsey Graham, R-S.C., and the 
president dispatched his “two stars” to re¬ 
invigorate a stagnating coalition and to try 
to realign Turkey with the rest of the anti- 
Iranian expansion coalition. Pundits focus 
on what they call “Trump’s walk-back.” 
Trump and his team are focused on Iran, 
protected so long by Team Obama’s “echo 
chamber” — as former Obama adviser Ben 
Rhodes deemed the press that swallowed 
the previous administration’s line on Iran’s 
illusory “moderates.” No unicorn hunts for 
Team Trump. Just the primal realities of 
the Middle East. 


Washington Post contributing columnist 
Hugh Hewitt is author of “The Fourth Way: 
The Conservative Playbook for a Lasting GOP 
Majority.” 


stay in.” 

Two weeks later, Bolton sharply de¬ 
nounced the Chinese One Belt program of 
loans and investments that is intended to 
develop trade routes leading to and from 
China. The Chinese use their economic 
leverage to take over African ports and na¬ 
tional industries, and in Djibouti to estab¬ 
lish a military base that interferes with a 
nearby U.S. base, he complained. 

But Bolton’s speech was also heavy with 
Trump-like complaints that past U.S. aid 
to Africa had been wasted and suggestions 
that future aid would be conditioned on po¬ 
litical loyalty from recipients. 

Meanwhile, China is rapidly becoming 
a strategic competitor in Europe, where 
Chinese investments and loans target in¬ 
frastructure and new technology assets. 
China invested nine times more in Eu¬ 
rope than it did in the U.S. in the first six 
months of 2018, according to the interna¬ 
tional law firm Baker McKenzie. China has 
also gained financial control of the main 
port facilities of Athens, the Greek capi¬ 
tal, and has injected itself into the Euro¬ 
pean Union’s political debates through the 
strong links it has developed with needy 
Eastern European and Balkan countries. 

Chinese purchases have focused on Eu¬ 
ropean firms working on artificial intel¬ 
ligence, software and data, robotics and 
other new technologies. Germany has 
begun restricting investment from Beijing 
on strategic grounds. 

Once upon a pre-Trump time, this would 
have been a problem ripe for transatlan¬ 
tic cooperation. But Trump’s refusal to let 
reason direct his actions pushes away al¬ 
lies and the possibility of united action. 

Jim Hoagland is a Washington Post contributing 



The wrong way to answer China’s global aims 

By Jim Hoagland 
The Washington Post 
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

1 June honoree 
4 Say it’s so 
8 Pretzel topper 
12 Past 


61 Carrier to 
Amsterdam 


DOWN 

1 Valley 


23 Marble type 

25 Asta’s feeder 

26 Tart flavor 

27 As soon as 

28 “Shoo!” 




TUE UNIZERSE IS EXPANPtNG 
SO FAST THAT IN ONE 

trillion years, au 
ezipence OF WE w& 

9AM& WILL HAZE 
PtSAFPEAREP FROM t/IEW. 






WAVS A BEAUTIFUL 
POINT, LEMO/JT, YOU 
SUOULP STOP WERE. 

TV' 



IN JUST ONE YEAR, 
SAME OF WR0ME9 WILL 
BE OZER FOREPER. 





We’ll £t>art with a gentle 
£teel-Wool dleange, followed 
Uj nourishing lemon oil, 

& then we’ll finish with a 
rejuvenating j>a£te-Wax rut, , 


13 Travel permit 

14 Done with 

15 Brock of baseball 

16 Alaskan city 
18 Heron’s kin 

20 Army address 

21 Dalai — 

24 Slow, in music 
28 Right to vote 

32 Cash advance 

33 201, in old Rome 

34 Heat to near 
boiling 

36 GOP org. 

37 Priestly 
vestments 

39 Cheap ride 
section 
41 “Yum!” 

43 Novelist Hunter 

44 Steal from 
46 Cowboy’s 

workplace 
50 Spur on 

55 Tic-tac-toe win 

56 Nerd’s kin 

57 Hostels 

58 Hooting bird 

59 Big wind 

60 Track tipster 


2 Awestruck 

3 Gloomy 

4 Online images 

5 Sportscaster 
Scully 

6 Computer key 

7 Stadium cheers 

8 Reddish- 
brown horse 

9 “Selma” director 
DuVernay 

10 Table support 

11 Three, in Rome 
17 Texas tea 

19 Sprite 

22 PC alternatives 


29 Bruins’ sch. 

30 Little lies 

31 Mountain ht. 

35 Most loved 

38 Painter’s motion 
40 Genetic letters 
42 Thee 

45 Telly watcher 

47 Cranny 

48 Batman’s hood 

49 Actress Celeste 

50 Early bird? 

51 PBS funder 

52 Cartoon frame 

53 Yucatan year 

54 Wildebeest 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 



1-9 CRYPTOQUIP 


WZNNUWAMP J SJHHTG 
DZWHTGD KDUIG AMHU J 
DJMSV, FVJH FUZTL VG 
NDUKJKTR KG LUAMP? 
HJIAMP WHUSI. 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: OLD SERIES OF 
POPULAR CHILDREN’S BOOKS THAT ARE 
NOW KNOWN TO BE FAKE COPIES: SPURIOUS 
GEORGE. 

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: N equals P 
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0 Vehicle buyers wanting to 
buy sight unseen and have 
the vehicle shipped 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most | 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


Pro football 


College basketball 


AP Men’s Top 25 

The top 25 teams in The Associated 
Press’ men’s college basketball poll, with 


25 points for a first-place vote through 
one point for a 25th-place vote and last 
week’s ranking: 

Record Pts Pvs 


NFL playoffs 


Wild-card Playoffs 
Saturday, Jan. 5 

Indianapolis 21, Houston 7 
Dallas 24, Seattle 22 

Sunday, Jan. 6 

L.A. Chargers 23, Baltimore 17 
Philadelphia 16, Chicago 15 

Divisional Playoffs 
Saturday, Jan. 12 

Indianapolis at Kansas City 
Dallas at L.A. Rams 

Sunday, Jan. 13 

Los Angeles Chargers at New England 
Philadelphia at New Orleans 

Conference Championships 
Sunday, Jan. 20 
NFC 

Teams TBD 

AFC 

Teams TBD 

Pro Bowl 
Sunday, Jan. 27 
At Orlando, Fla. 

AFC VS. NFC 

Super Bowl 
Sunday, Feb. 3 
At Atlanta 

AFC champion vs. NFC champion 


College football 


Final AP Top 25 

The Top 25 teams in The Associated 
Press college football poll, with first- 
place votes in parentheses, final re¬ 
cords, total points based on 25 points for 
a first-place vote through one point for a 
25th-place vote, and previous ranking: 

Record Pts Pvs 

1. Clemson (61) 15-0 1,525 2 

2. Alabama 14-1 1,462 1 

3. Ohio St. 13-1 1,364 5 

4. Oklahoma 12-2 1,356 4 

5. Notre Dame 12-1 1,286 3 

6. LSU 10-3 1,119 11 

7. Florida 10-3 1,103 10 

7. Georgia 11-3 1,103 6 

9. Texas 10-4 1,076 14 

10. Washington St. 11-2 959 12 

11. UCF 12-1 898 7 

12. Kentucky 10-3 820 16 

13. Washington 10-4 806 9 

14. Michigan 10-3 745 8 

15. Syracuse 10-3 683 17 

16. Texas A&M 9-4 552 21 

17. Penn St. 9-4 492 13 

18. Fresno St. 12-2 466 19 

19. Army 11-2 418 22 

20. West Virginia 8-4 296 15 

21. Northwestern 9-5 284 — 

22. Utah St. 11-2 188 - 

23. Boise St. 10-3 184 23 

24. Cincinnati 11-2 171 - 

25. Iowa 9-4 120 - 

Others receiving votes: Appalachian 

St. 96, Stanford 52, Mississippi St. 45, 
Utah 43, UAB 32, Iowa St. 26, Auburn 15, 
Oregon 11, Missouri 10, Troy 6, Georgia 
Southern 6, Oklahoma St. 3, Wisconsin 2, 
NC State 2. 

Monday’s score 


College hockey 


NCAA Division I poll 

MINNEAPOLIS - The top 20 teams in 
the NCAA Division I men’s ice hockey 
poll, compiled by U.S. College Hockey 
Online, with first-place votes in pe"-°"- 
theses, records through Jan. 6 and p 
ous ranking: 


1. St. Cloud State (25) 

2. UMass (22) 

3. Denver (3) 

4. Ohio State 

5. Minnesota Duluth 

6. Quinnipiac 

7. Providence 

8. Minnesota State 

9. Notre Dame 

10. Bowling Green 

11. Penn State 

12. Northeastern 

13. Arizona State 

14. Western Michigan 

15. Union 

16. Clarkson 

17. Cornell 

18. Lake Superior 


15-0 1,499 2 

12- 1 1,481 3 

13- 0 1,471 4 

14- 2 1,319 7 

13-2 1,291 8 

12- 2 1,159 5 

13- 1 1,109 11 

13- 1 1,093 10 

14- 1 920 6 

11-2 919 12 

11- 3 889 15 

12- 2 879 9 

12-1 683 17 


10-3 520 13 

13-1 434 20 

12-2 344 - 

12-3 340 16 

12-3 245 21 

12-2 243 23 


Record Pts Pvs 

14- 2-2 968 1 

15- 3-0 964 2 

12-4-2 846 8 

12-4-4 814 7 

11- 5-2 791 4 

15- 4-1 758 5 

12- 4-4 660 10 

16- 5-1 655 3 

12-6-1 613 6 

14-4-3 528 12 
12-6-2 516 9 

12-4-1 469 11 
16-7-1 395 15 

11- 6-1 322 17 
10-5-4 315 14 

12- 6-0 280 19 
7-5-1 141 20 

13- 6-1 132 - 

7-4-3 120 18 
9-7-4 104 16 


1. Duke (37) 

2. Michigan (9) 

3. Tennessee (13) 

4. Virginia (5) 

5. Gonzaga 

6. Michigan St. 

7. Kansas 

8. Texas Tech 

9. Virginia Tech 

10. Nevada 

11. Auburn 

12. North Carolina 

13. Florida St. 

14. Mississippi St. 

15. NC State 

16. Ohio St. 

17. Houston 

18. Kentucky 

19. Buffalo 

20. Iowa St. 

21. Marquette 

22. Indiana 

23. Oklahoma 

24. St. John’s 14-1 221 — 

25. TCU 12-1 99 - 

Others receiving votes: Villanova 56, 

Wisconsin 45, Iowa 40, Minnesota 23, 
Purdue 20, Nebraska 15, Maryland 14, Se- 
ton Hall 14, Alabama 7, UCF 6, Louisville 
3, Texas 2, Arizona St 1, Florida 1, North 

USA Today Men’s Top 25 

The top 25 teams ii 

men’s college basketbs... ... 

place votes in parentheses, records 
through Jan. 6, points based on 25 points 
for a first-place vote through one point 
for a 25th-place vote and previous rank¬ 
ing: 

Record Pts Pvs 

1. Virginia (11) 13-0 741 2 

2. Duke (8) 12-1 735 1 

3. Tennessee (6) 12-1 721 3 

4. Michigan (6) 15-0 714 4 

5. Michigan State 13-2 621 7 

6. Gonzaga 14-2 618 8 

7. Virginia Tech 13-1 559 10 

8. Texas Tech 13-1 527 11 

9. Kansas 12-2 517 6 

10. Auburn 11-2 453 13 

11. Nevada 14-1 428 5 

12. North Carolina 11-3 405 15 

13. Florida State 12-2 393 9 

14. Mississippi State 12-1 363 16 

15. Houston 15-0 337 17 

16. N.C. State 13-1 325 19 

17. Ohio State 12-2 295 12 

18. Kentucky 10-3 225 14 

19. Marquette 12-3 190 18 

20. Buffalo 13-1 157 20 

21. Iowa State 12-2 145 - 

22. Oklahoma 12-2 128 25 

23. St. John’s 14-1 96 - 

24. Indiana 12-3 94 22 

25. Iowa 12-3 68 20 

Others receiving votes: Wisconsin 49, 

Villanova 45, TCU 44, Nebraska 20, Cen¬ 
tral Florida 14, Arizona State 13, Seton 
Hall 11, North Texas 9, Minnesota 7, Fur¬ 
man 5, Texas 2, Kansas State 1. 

Monday’s men’s scores 

EAST 

Baruch 84, York (NY) 46 
Fairfield 77, Niagara 59 

SOUTH 

Ala.-Huntsville 73, Christian Brothers 63 
Alabama A&M 65, Grambling St. 60, OT 
Alabama St. 59, Jackson St. 57 
Bryan 80, Oakwood 77 
Clark Atlanta 84, LeMoyne-Owen 77 
Coppin St. 64, Delaware St. 60 
Cumberland (Tenn.) 87, Fisk 64 
Howard 79, Md.-Eastern Shore 39 
Morehouse 72, Lane 66 
Norfolk St. 72, Florida A&M 62 
Prairie View 57, Alcorn St. 54 
Savannah St. 88, Morgan St. 87, OT 
Texas Southern 77, Southern U. 67 
MIDWEST 

Augsburg 92, Gustavus 78 
Bethel (Minn.) 87, St. Mary’s (Minn.) 61 
St. John’s (Minn.) 83, Concordia 
(Moor.) 44 

St. Thomas (Minn.) 89, St. Olaf 63 

FAR WEST 

N. Colorado 75, E. Washington 63 

AP Men’s Top 25 schedule 

Wednesday's games 

No. 4 Virginia at Boston College 
No. 7 Kansas vs. No. 25 TCU 
No. 9 Virginia Tech at Georgia Tech 
No. 10 Nevada vs. San Jose State 
No. 11 Auburn at Mississippi 
No. 13 Florida State vs. Miami 
No. 16 Ohio State at Rutgers 
No. 17 Houston at Temple 
No. 21 Marquette at Creighton 
Thursday’s games 
No. 2 Michigan at Illinois 


AP sportlight 


19. Yale 

20. Miami . . . „ . „ 

Others receiving votes: North Dakota 

45, Michigan 20, Air Force 13, UMass Low¬ 
ell 12, Harvard 9, Northern Michigan 6, 
Wisconsin 4. 

Monday’s score 


Jan. 9 

1942 — Joe Louis knocks out Buddy 
Baer with four seconds left in the first 
round at Madison Square Garden in New 
York to retain the world heavyweight 
title. 

1958 — Cincinnati sophomore Oscar 
Robertson scores 56 points to lead the 
Bearcats to a 118-54 rout of Seton Hall at 
Madison Square Garden in New York. 


No. 5 Gonzaga vs. Pacific 
Friday’s game 
No. 22 Indiana at Maryland 
Saturday’s games 
No. 1 Duke at No. 13 Florida State 
No. 3 Tennessee at Florida 
No. 4 Virginia at Clemson 
No. 5 Gonzaga at San Francisco 
No. 7 Kansas at Baylor 
No. 8 Texas Tech at Texas 
No. 10 Nevada at Fresno State 
No. 11 Auburn vs. Georgia 
No. 12 North Carolina vs. Louisville 
No. 14 Mississippi State vs. Mississippi 
No. 15 N.C. State vs. Pittsburgh 
No. 16 Ohio State at Iowa 
No. 17 Houston vs. Wichita State 
No. 18 Kentucky vs. Vanderbilt 
No. 19 Buffalo vs. Miami (Ohio) 

No. 20 Iowa State vs. Kansas State 
No. 21 Marquette vs. Seton Hall 
No. 23 Oklahoma vs. No. 25 TCU 
No. 24 St. John’s vs. DePaul 

AP Women’s Top 25 

The top 25 teams in The Associated 
Press’ women’s college basketball poll, 
with first-place votes in parentheses, 
records through Jan. 6, total points 
based on 25 points for a first-place vote 
through one point for a 25th-place vote 
and last week’s ranking: 

Record Pts Pvs 

1. Notre Dame (12) 14-1 715 2 

2. Louisville (10) 14-0 708 3 

3. UConn (3) 12-1 701 1 

4. Baylor (5) 11-1 687 8 

5. Oregon 13-1 616 5 

6. Stanford 12-1 609 6 

7. Mississippi St. 14-1 575 7 

8. NC State 15-0 536 9 

9. Maryland 13-1 500 4 

10. Oregon St. 12-2 487 11 

11. Texas 12-2 443 13 

12. Syracuse 13-2 411 14 

13. Tennessee 12-2 394 10 

14. Gonzaga 15-1 318 17 

15. Marquette 12-3 282 20 

16. Kentucky 14-2 268 16 

17. Iowa 10-3 253 19 

18. Minnesota 12-2 186 12 

19. Arizona St. 11-3 167 22 

20. Iowa St. 12-2 163 25 

21. South Carolina 10-4 162 23 

22. Florida St. 14-1 118 - 

23. Michigan St. 11-3 103 15 

24. California 10-3 101 18 

25. Indiana 14-1 74 - 

Others receiving votes: Miami 44, Rut¬ 
gers 41, Missouri 39, DePaul 23, Texas 
A&M 8, South Dakota 5, Cent Michigan 3, 
Utah 2, Butler 2, Drake 2, Ohio 2, Virginia 
Tech 1, UCF 1. 

Monday’s women’s scores 

EAST 

Baruch 47, York (NY) 45 
Robert Morris 71, Fairleigh Dickinson 49 
Sacred Heart 75, LIU Brooklyn 53 
St. Francis (Pa.) 68, Mount St. Mary’s 66 
St. Francis Brooklyn 60, Bryant 55 
Wagner 75, CCSU 63 
SOUTH 

Ala.-Huntsville 83, Christian Brothers 71 
Alabama St. 74, Jackson St. 67 
Coppin St. 71, Delaware St. 57 
Elizabeth City St. 66, St. Augustine’s 54 
Grambling St. 63, Alabama A&M 51 
LeMoyne-Owen 74, Clark Atlanta 58 
Lincoln Memorial 86, Virginia-Wise 66 
Md.-Eastern Shore 80, Howard 72 
Morgan St. 63, Savannah St. 47 
Norfolk St. 60, Florida A&M 58 
Prairie View 82, Alcorn St. 61 
Southern U. 63, Texas Southern 61 
MIDWEST 

Clarke 71, Graceland (Iowa) 57 
Grand View 76, Mount Mercy 62 
Iowa 71, Wisconsin 53 
William Penn 77, Central Methodist 73 

FAR WEST 

N. Colorado 67, E. Washington 62 

AP Women’s Top 25 schedule 

Wednesday’s games 

No. 3 UConn vs. Cincinnati 
No. 4 Baylor vs. Kansas State 
No. 11 Texas vs. Oklahoma 
No. 18 Minnesota at No. 23 Michigan 
State 

No. 20 Iowa State vs. TCU 
Thursday’s games 
No. 1 Notre Dame vs. No. 2 Louisville 
No. 7 Mississippi State vs. Georgia 
No. 8 N.C. State vs. Pittsburgh 
No. 13 Tennessee vs. No. 16 Kentucky 
No. 17 Iowa at Purdue 
No. 21 South Carolina vs. Florida 
No. 25 Indiana at Ohio State 
Friday’s games 
No. 5 Oregon at Southern Cal 
No. 6 Stanford at No. 19 Arizona State 
No. 10 Oregon State at UCLA 
No. 15 Marquette at Villanova 
No. 24 California at Arizona 
Saturday’s games 
No. 4 Baylor at TCU 
No. 9 Maryland vs. Michigan 
No. 11 Texas at No. 20 Iowa State 
No. 14 Gonzaga vs. Portland 


1977 — Oakland wins its first NFL 
Championship and the Minnesota Vi¬ 
kings drop their fourth Super Bowl as the 
Raiders post a 32-14 triumph. 

1988 — Anthony Carter catches 10 
passes for an NFL postseason-record 
227 yards to lead the Minnesota Vikings 
to a 36-24 victory over the San Francisco 
49ers and into to the NFC championship 


Monday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
American League 

DETROIT TIGERS - Named P.J. Jones, 
John Stockstill and Josh Wilson major 
league scouts; Joey Lothrop, Steve Tay¬ 
lor and Matt Zmuda area scouts; Josh 
Kragness senior software engineer; 
Beau Horan, Aidan Kearns and Zach Wolf 
analysts; Rafael Martinez director of 
Latin American player development; and 
David Allende and Jim McKew coordina¬ 
tors of player development. Promoted 
Jim Logue to director of baseball analyt¬ 
ics; Drew Jordan, Maggie O’Hara, Shane 
Piesik and Danny Vargovick to senior 
analysts; Wilfredo Crespo and Jimmy 
Ortiz to administrators of the Dominican 
Academy; and Justin Henry and Dave 
Lottsfeldt to regional crosscheckers. 

HOUSTON ASTROS - Named Sarah 
Kincart manager/business communica¬ 
tions. 

KANSAS CITY ROYALS - Named James 
Stone trainer of Omaha (PCL); Darryl 
Kennedy manager, Doug Henry pitching 
coach, Abraham Nunez hitting coach, 
Nelson Liriano bench coach, Justin Kemp 
trainer and Will Gilmore strength and 
conditioning coach of Northwest Arkan¬ 
sas (TL); Scott Thorman manager, Larry 
Sutton hitting coach and Saburo Hagi- 
hara trainer of Wilmington (Carolina); 
Brooks Conrad manager, Danny Accola 
trainer and Tyler Burks strength and 
conditioning coach of Lexington (SAL); 
Clayton Mortensen pitching coach, 
Masa Koyanagi trainer and Jamie Collins 
strength and conditioning coach of Idaho 
Falls (Pioneer); Chris Widger manager, 
Andy LaRoche hitting coach, Brad Gro- 
leau trainer and Yannick Plante strength 
and conditioning coach of Burlington 
(Appalachian); Julio Pimental pitching 
coach and Gareth Webber strength and 
conditioning coach of the AZL Royals; 
Jeff Suppan roving minor league pitch¬ 
ing coach; Leon Roberts senior minor 
league hitting adviser; Andre David 
roving minor Teague hitting coach; Jeff 
Diskin director of professional develop¬ 
ment; Malcom Culver assistant to player 
development; John Wagle minor league 
strength and conditioning coordinator; 
and Jarret Abell assistant minor league 
strength and conditioning coordinator. 

NEW YORK YANKEES - Signed OF Billy 
Burns to a minor league contract. 

National League 

NEW YORK METS - Named David 
Wright special adviser to the chief oper¬ 
ating officer and general manager. 

ST. LOUIS CARDINALS - Named Jose 
Oquendo minor league instructor, Joey 
Prebynski major league game plan coacn 
and Chris Bourjos, Filiberto Fernandez 
and Jesus Perez scouts. Promoted Adam 
Olsen to director of medical operations, 
Thomas Knox to assistant director/per¬ 
formance, Lance Thomason to major 
league strength coach, Brian Seyfert to 
baseball development/senior developer, 
Emily Wiebe to baseball development 
analyst/player development & perfor¬ 
mance, Javier Duran baseball operations 
analyst and Elijah Tupuola and Craig 
Richmond to scouts. 

WASHINGTON NATIONALS - Named 
Mack Jenkins pitching coach and Will 


Auckland Open 

Monday 

At ASB Tennis Arena 
Auckland, New Zealand 
Purse: $527,880 (ATP250) 
Surface: Hard-Outdoor 

First Round 

Taylor Fritz, United States, def. Marius 
Copil, Romania, 4-6, 6-3, 6-4. 

Philipp Kohlschreiber, Germany, def. 
Bradley Klahn, United States, 6-4, 7-6 (2). 

Jan-Lennard Struff, Germany, def. 
Laslo Djere, Serbia, 7-6 (5), 2-0 retired. 

Cameron Norrie, Britain, def. Benoit 
Paire, France, 6-3, 6-2. 

Tennys Sandgren, United States, def. 
Maxi Marterer, Germany, 6-3, 6-4. 

Joao Sousa, Portugal, def. Denis 
Shapovalov (7), Canada, 4-6, 6-4, 6-4. 

Matteo Berrettini, Italy, def. Macken¬ 
zie McDonald, United States, 6-3, 6-4. 


First Round 

Austin Krajicek, United States, and 
Artem Sitak, New Zealand, def. Ajeet Rai 
and George Stoupe, New Zealand, 6-3, 

Bob and Mike Bryan (2), United States, 
def. Jean-Julien Rojer, Netherlands, and 
Horia Tecau, Romania, 3-6, 7-6 (2), 11-9. 

Sydney International 

Monday 

At Olympic Park Tennis Centre 
Sydney 

Purse: Men, $527,880 (ATP250); Women, 
$823,000 (Premier) 

Surface: Hard-Outdoor 
Singles 
Men 

First Round 

Sam Querrey, United States, def. Malek 
Jaziri, Tunisia, 6-1, 4-1 retired. 

Alex de Minaur (5), Australia, def. Du- 
san Lajovic, Serbia, 6-4, 6-3. 

Reilly Opelka, United States, def. Al¬ 
bert Ramos-Vinolas, Spain, 6-3, 6-4. 

Guido Andreozzi, Argentina, def. Mat¬ 
thew Ebden, Australia, 3-6, 6-3, 6-4. 

Yoshihito Nishioka, Japan, def. Ryan 
Harrison, United States, 6-4, 6-2. 

Women 
First Round 

Camila Giorgi, Italy, def. Ajla Tomlja- 


Lindholm strength and conditioning 
coach of Hagerstown (SAL), Ralph Wheel¬ 
er manager and Ryan Grose strength 
and conditioning coach of Auburn (NYP), 
Gabe Torres strength and conditioning 
coach of the GCL Nationals and Shane 
Hill strength and conditioning coach of 
Potomac (Carolina). 

BASKETBALL 

National Basketball Association 

CHICAGO BULLS - Waived Gs MarShon 
Brooks and Michael Carter-Williams. 

HOUSTON ROCKETS - Traded G Mi¬ 
chael Carter-Williams and cash to Chi¬ 
cago for a protected 2020 second-round 
draft pick. 

WASHINGTON WIZARDS - Waived G 
Ron Baker. 

Women’s NBA 

LOS ANGELES SPARKS - Named Dani- 
ta Johnson president and chief operat¬ 
ing officer. 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

CLEVELAND BROWNS - Signed OL 
David Bright and DB Ashton Lampkin to 
reserve/future contracts. 

HOUSTON TEXANS - Signed TE Jerell 
Adams, RB Josh Ferguson, G Maurquice 
Shakir, OT David Steinmetz, LBs Davin 
Bellamy and Chris Landrum and WRs 
Jester Weah and Isaac Whitney to re¬ 
serve/future contracts. 

MIAMI DOLPHINS - Signed LB Sam 
Eguavoen to a reserve/future contract. 

PITTSBURGH STEELERS - Announced 
the contract of running backs coach 
James Saxon will not be renewed. 

WASHINGTON REDSKINS - Waived 
WRs Carlos Henderson and ArDarius 
Stewart. 

GOLF 

LPGA TEACHING & CLUB PRO DIVISION 

— Elected Marvol Bernard national presi¬ 
dent. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

COLORADO AVALANCHE - Assigned 
D Josh Anderson from Colorado (AHL) to 
Utah (ECHL). 

DETROIT RED WINGS - Reassigned F 
Dylan Sadowy from Grand Rapids (AHL) 
to Toledo (ECHL). 

LOS ANGELES KINGS - Assigned F Ni¬ 
kita Scherbakto Ontario (AHL). 

NEW JERSEY DEVILS - Assigned F 
John Quenneville to Binghamton (AHL). 
Recalled D Egor Yakovlev from Bingham- 

NEW YORK RANGERS - Reassigned G 
Brandon Halverson from Maine (ECHL) to 
Hartford (AHL). 

ST. LOUIS BLUES - Assigned D Jordan 
Schmaltz to San Antonio (AHL). Recalled 
F Sammy Blais from San Antonio. 

TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING - Recalled 
D Oleg Sosunov from Orlando (ECHL) to 
Syracuse (AHL). 

OLYMPIC SPORTS 

USA CYCLING - Named Rob DeMartini 
president and CEO. 

SOCCER 

Major League Soccer 

CLUB INTERNACIONAL DE FUTBOL MI¬ 
AMI — Named Niki Budalic director of 
soccer operations. 

MONTREAL IMPACT - Transferred M 
Alejandro Silva to Club Olimpia (Primera 
Division-Paraguay). 


imm Dt:i lcms wixeLirei icuius, uei. 

narda Pera, United States, 7-5, 6-4. 

Sam Stosur, Australia, def. Dominika 
Cibulkova, Slovakia, 3-6, 6-3, 6-4. 

Yulia Putintseva, Kazakhstan, def. 
Daria Gavrilova, Australia, 6-1, 7-6 (4). 

Garbine Muguruza, Spain, def. Carla 
Suarez Navarro, Spain, 6-3, 6-4. 

Timea Bacsinszky, Switzerland, def. 
Anastasija Sevastova (9), Latvia, 6-7 (3), 
6-4, 6-4. 

Doubles 

Women 
First Round 

Nadiia Kichenok, Ukraine, and Barbora 
Strycova (4), Czech Republic, def. Jelena 
Ostapenko, Latvia, and Sloane Stephens, 
United States, 2-6, 6-2,10-6. 

Bethanie Mattek-Sands, United 
States, and Demi Schuurs, Netherlands, 
def. Hsieh Su-wei, Taiwan, and Abigail 
Spears, United States, 6-2, 5-7,10-7. 

Hobart International 

Monday 

At The Domain Tennis Centre 
Hobart, Australia 
Purse: $226,750 (Inti.) 

Surface: Hard-Outdoor 

Singles 
First Round 

Anna Karolina Schmiedlova, Slovakia, 
def. Evgeniya Rodina, Russia, 7-5, 6-7 (5), 

Pauline Parmentier, France, def. Ellen 
Perez, Australia, 6-2, 5-7, 7-5. 

Greet Minnen, Belgium, def. Kateryna 
Kozlova, Ukraine, 6-4, 6-0. 

Dayana Yastremska, Ukraine, def. Lau¬ 
ra Siegemund, Germany, 6-3, 6-1. 

Vera Lapko, Belarus, def. Anastasia 
Pavlyuchenkova (5), Russia, 6-3,3-6, 6-3. 

Irina-Camelia Begu, Romania, def. 
Heather Watson, Britain, 6-1, 6-4. 

Ons Jabeur, Tunisia, def. Ana Bogdan, 
Romania, 7-6 (8), 6-2. 

Doubles 
First Round 

Kirsten Flipkens, Belgium, and Jo¬ 
hanna Larsson (4), Sweden, def. Lara 
Arruabarrena and Sara Sorribes Tormo, 
Spain, 6-4, 7-5. 

Darija Jurak, Croatia, and Desirae 
Krawczyk, United States, def. Zoe Hives 
and Ellen Perez, Australia, 6-3, 5-7,10-7. 
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NHL 



Matt Slocum/AP 


St. Louis Blues goaltender Jordan Binnington, right, blocks a shot as the Flyers’ Travis Konecny looks 
for a rebound during the third period of Monday’s game in Philadelphia. Binnington made 25 saves. 

Roundup 


Binnington gets shutout 
for Blues in NHL debut 


Associated Press 

PHILADELPHIA — Brayden Schenn and Vladi¬ 
mir Tarasenko scored and Jordan Binnington 
stopped 25 shots in his first NHL start to lead the 
St. Louis Blues past the Philadelphia Flyers 3-0 on 
Monday night in a listless game between two of the 
worst teams in the league. 

The Blues’ win gave them 38 points and moved 
them past Los Angeles out of last place in the West¬ 
ern Conference. Only Ottawa has fewer points than 
the Flyers (36) in the East after Philadelphia’s sev¬ 
enth straight loss. Both teams fired their coaches 
this season. 

Schenn scored his ninth goal of the season on a 
rebound off Carter Hart’s pads 41 seconds into the 
second period for a 1-0 lead. Tarasenko scored mid¬ 
way through the third to become the 20th active 
player to score against 30 other teams while playing 
for one franchise. 

Binnington, a third-round pick in the 2011 draft, 
made the lead stand and needed to make only eight 
saves in the third. David Perron scored an empty- 
netter in the final minutes. 

The 25-year-old Binnington had played just two 
games in mop-up duty this season behind Jake 
Allen. He was sent to the minors in December to 
keep fresh and earned three wins with a shutout to 
earn AHL player of the week honors. He was called 
up — and got the call to start against the hapless 
Flyers. 

“It’s a whole different feel,” Binnington said at the 
morning skate. “You can do your own routines and 
know you’re starting the game off and you can dic¬ 
tate the whole game.” 

Binnington wasn’t challenged much in a half- 
empty Wells Fargo Center. Once of the NHL’s loud¬ 
est and craziest buildings, the crowds have dwindled 
with each defeat and the few fans that showed on 
Monday mostly sat on their hands and booed. 

Predators 4, Maple Leafs O: Pekka Rinne made 
18 saves for his third shutout of the season and the 
54th of his career as visiting Nashville blanked 
Toronto. 

Mattias Ekholm, Kevin Fiala and Colton Sissons 


each had goal and an assist for Nashville, and P.K. 
Subban also scored. 

Rinne is now tied with Marc-Andre Fleury, Ber- 
nie Parent and Ed Giacomin for 21st on the all-time 
shutout list. 

Michael Hutchinson stopped 28 shots for the 
Maple Leafs, who hit the post three times and had a 
goal called back for offside. 

Wild 1, Canadiens 0: Mikael Granlund scored 
and Devan Dubnyk stopped 32 shots for his first 
shutout of the season for visiting Minnesota. 

The Wild have won three straight games, all on 
the road. 

Carey Price stopped 24 shots for the Canadiens, 
who have dropped two in a row. 

Montreal lost Shea Weber to injury. The Cana¬ 
diens’ captain was hit in the face by a puck while 
blocking a shot six minutes into the first period. He 
played seven more shifts in the period, but did not 
return for the second. 

Flames 4, Blackhawks 3: Johnny Gaudreau 
scored two goals, David Rittich made 32 saves and 
visiting Calgary edged Chicago. 

Sean Monahan had a goal and an assist as West¬ 
ern Conference-leading Calgary closed out a 3-1 
trip with its second straight win. Garnet Hathaway 
scored an empty-net goal with 50 seconds left, and 
Elias Lindholm finished with two assists. 

Gaudreau extended his goal-scoring streak to five 
games. 

Patrick Kane had a goal and an assist for the 
Blackhawks in the opener of a three-game homes- 
tand. Alex DeBrincat and Brandon Saad also scored, 
and Collin Delia made 39 stops. 

Sharks 3, Kings 1: Erik Karlsson had three as¬ 
sists, Tomas Hertl scored the go-ahead goal midway 
through the second period and surging San Jose de¬ 
feated visiting Los Angeles. 

Joonas Donskoi and Joe Thornton also scored for 
San Jose. Martin Jones made 22 saves as the Sharks 
won their fifth in six games. 

Anze Kopitar had a goal and Jack Campbell 
turned back 26 shots for the Kings, who have lost 
three of four. 


Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 


Tampa Bay 

Toronto 

Boston 

Buffalo 

Montreal 

Florida 

Detroit 

Ottawa 


Atlantic Division 
GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

42 32 8 2 66 176 124 

56 152 117 

52 122 110 

50 120 120 

49 131 133 

41 130 142 

39 124 151 

35 136 172 


42 22 14 

43 22 16 


17 16 

16 21 

43 15 23 _ _ 

Metropolitan Division 

Washington 41 25 12 ' ' 

Pittsburgh 42 23 13 

Columbus 41 24 14 

N.Y. Islanders 40 23 13 

Carolina 41 19 17 

N.Y. Rangers 41 17 17 

New Jersey 41 16 18 

Philadelphia 42 15 21 


4 121 
52 147 122 
51 135 126 
50 121 107 
43 108 118 
41 114 141 
39 122 137 
36 116 151 


Nashville 

Winnipeg 

Colorado 

Dallas 

Minnesota 

Chicago 

St. Louis 


Western Conference 

Central Division 
GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

26 15 . 

26 13 


42 20 


8 48 1- 


129 


45 16 22 


48 116 116 
45 119 114 
39 131 163 
38 113 129 


.. 17 19 

Pacific Division 

Calgary 44 27 13 4 58 157 126 

Vegas 45 26 15 4 56 136 119 

San Jose 44 24 13 7 55 153 136 

Anaheim 43 19 17 7 45 104 127 

Vancouver 45 20 21 4 44 128 143 

Edmonton 42 20 19 3 43 118 131 

Arizona 42 18 21 3 39 108 118 

Los Angeles 44 17 24 3 37 99 130 

Note: Two points for a win, one point 
for overtime loss. Top three teams in 
each division and two wild cards per 
conference advance to playoffs. 
Sunday’s games 
Carolina 5, Ottawa 4 
Arizona 5, N.Y. Rangers 0 
Vegas 3, New Jersey 2 
Washington 3, Detroit 2 
Winnipeg 5, Dallas 1 
Edmonton 4, Anaheim 0 
Chicago 5, Pittsburgh 3 

Monday’s games 
Nashville 4, Toronto 0 
St. Louis 3, Philadelphia 0 
Minnesota 1, Montreal 0 
Calgary 4, Chicago 3 
San Jose 3, Los Angeles 1 
Tuesday’s games 
Minnesota at Boston 
Carolina vs. N.Y. Islanders at Nassau 
Veterans Memorial Coliseum 
Florida at Pittsburgh 
New Jersey at Buffalo 
Philadelphia at Washington 
Columbus at Tampa Bay 
Montreal at Detroit 
Dallas at St. Louis 
Colorado at Winnipeg 
N.Y. Rangers at Vegas 
Edmonton at San Jose 

Wednesday’s games 
Nashville at Chicago 
Colorado at Calgary 
Ottawa at Anaheim 

Thursday’s games 
Nashville at Columbus 
N.Y. Islanders at N.Y. Rangers 
Washington at Boston 
Toronto at New Jersey 
Dallas at Philadelphia 
Carolina at Tampa Bay 
Montreal at St. Louis 
Winnipeg at Minnesota 
Florida at Edmonton 
Arizona at Vancouver 
San Jose at Vegas 
Ottawa at Los Angeles 

Monday 

Wild 1, Canadiens 0 

Minnesota 0 0 1—1 

Montreal 0 0 0—0 

Third Period— 1, Minnesota, Granlund 

12, 6:58. 

Shots on Goal- Minnesota 9-5-11-25. 
Montreal 11-11-10-32. 

Power-play opportunities— Minnesota 
0 of 3; Montreal 0 of 3. 

Goalies— Minnesota, Dubnyk 16-14-3 
(32 shots-32 saves). Montreal, Price 16- 
12-4 (25-24). 

A—20,601 (21,288). T-2:26. 


Blues 3, Flyers 0 

St. Louis 0 1 2-3 

Philadelphia 0 0 0-0 

Second Period —1, St. Louis, Schenn 9 
(Schwartz, Gunnarsson), 0:41. 

Third Period— 2, St. Louis, Tarasenko 12 
(O’Reilly, Pietrangelo), 11:00. 3, St. Louis, 
Perron 14 (Sanford, O’Reilly), 18:12. 

Shots on Goal— St. Louis 13-14-10-37. 
Philadelphia 11-6-8-25. 

Power-play opportunities— St. Louis 0 
of 2; Philadelphia 0 of 1. 

Goalies— St. Louis, Binnington 1-0-0 
(25 shots-25 saves). Philadelphia, Hart 
2-4-1 (36-34). 

A—19,021 (19,543). T-2:24. 


Predators 4, Maple Leafs 0 

Nashville 0 2 2-4 

Toronto 0 0 0—0 

Second Period— 1, Nashville, Ekholm 
5 (Smith, Fiala), 4:08 (pp). 2, Nashville, 
Subban 4 (Irwin, Bonino), 13:11. 

Third Period— 3, Nashville, Sissons 8 
(Ellis, Jarnkrok), 17:23. 4, Nashville, Fiala 
8 (Sissons, Ekholm), 19:22. 

Shots on Goal— Nashville 9-12-11-32. 
Toronto 7-7-4-18. 

Power-play opportunities— Nashville 
1 Of 2; Toronto 0 of 3. 

Goalies— Nashville, Rinne 16-10-2 (18 
shots-18 saves). Toronto, Hutchinson 2- 
3-2 (32-28). 

A-19,059 (18,819). T-2:22. 


Flames 4, Blackhawks 3 

Calgary 1 1 2—4 

Chicago 1 1 1-3 

First Period— 1, Calgary, Gaudreau 25 
(Lindholm, Monahan), 3:24. 2, Chicago, 
Kane 24 (Gustafsson, Anisimov), 16:34. 

Second Period— 3, Chicago, DeBrincat 
20 (Gustafsson, Kane), 5:07. 4, Calgary, 
Monahan 23 (Lindholm, Tkachuk), 18:42 
(PP). 

Third Period— 5, Calgary, Gaudreau 26 
(Giordano), 0:54. 6, Calgary, Hathaway 5, 
19:10 (sh). 7, Chicago, Saad 12 (Anisimov, 
Keith), 19:31 (pp). 

Shots on Goal— Calgary 16-9-18-43. 
Chicago 12-12-11-35. 

Power-play opportunities— Calgary 1 
of 4; Chicago 1 of 3. 

Goalies— Calgary, Rittich 15-4-3 (35 
shots-32 saves). Chicago, Delia 3-1-1 (42- 
39). 

A—21,036 (19,717). T-2:29. 


Sharks 3, Kings 1 

Los Angeles 0 1 0—1 

San Jose 1 1 1-3 

First Period— 1, San Jose, Donskoi 11 
(Kane, E.Karlsson), 17:43. 

Second Period— 2, Los Angeles, Kopi¬ 
tar 11 (Brown, Kovalchuk), 3:42. 3, San 
Jose, Hertl 15 (Jones, E.Karlsson), 9:09. 

Third Period— 4, San Jose, Thornton 7 
(E.Karlsson), 19:39 (pp). 

Shots on Goal— Los Angeles 7-10-6— 
23. San Jose 12-10-7-29. 

Power-play opportunities— Los Ange¬ 
les 0 of 0; San Jose 1 of 3. 

Goalies— Los Angeles, Campbell 5-9-0 
(28 shots-26 saves). San Jose, Jones 19- 
8-4 (23-22). 

A- 15,447 (17,562). T-2:20. 


Scoring leaders 

Through Monday 


GP G A PTS 


Nikita Kucherov, TB 42 20 a 
Mikko Rantanen, COL 42 19 a 
Johnny Gaudreau, CGY 44 26 3 
Nathan MacKinnon, COL 42 25 3 
Connor McDavid, EDM 41 24 3 
Patrick Kane, CHI 
Mitchell Marner, TOR 
Brayden Point, TB 
Sean Monahan, CGY 
David Pastrnak, BOS 
Leon Draisaitl, EDM 
Sidney Crosby, PIT 
Blake Wheeler, WPG 
3 tied with 50 pts. 


44 24 3 
42 15 A 
42 24 3 
44 23 3 
42 25 3 
42 23 3 
39 19 3 


Calendar 

Jan. 25 — All-Star Skills Competition, 
San Jose, Calif. 

Jan. 26 — All-Star Game, San Jose, Ca¬ 
lif. 



Ryan Remiorz, The Canadian Press/AP 


Minnesota Wild celebrate the only goal of Monday’s 1-0 victory over 
the Canadiens in Montreal. Mikael Granlund, center, scored the goal. 
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Roundup 

Harden, Capela lead Rockets past Nuggets 


Associated Press 

HOUSTON — James Harden scored 32 
points, and Clint Capela added a career-high 
31 as the Houston Rockets beat the Denver 
Nuggets 125-113 Monday night. 

P. J. Tucker made a career-best seven three- 
pointers and scored a season-high 21 to help 
Houston win for the 12th time in 14 games. 
Capela had 19 points by halftime as Harden 
fed him again and again when Denver double- 
teamed him behind the three-point line. 

Gerald Green had 21 points and six threes 
on a night when Houston made 22 for its sixth 
game this season with at least 20. 

Nikola Jokic scored 24 for the Nuggets, who 
had a five-game winning streak snapped. 

Harden had 14 assists, six three-pointers 
and scored at least 30 points for the 13th con¬ 
secutive game. 

Bucks 114, Jazz 102: Giannis Antetok- 


ounmpo had 30 points and Malcolm Brogdon 
scored 21 to lead host Milwaukee past Utah. 
Thon Maker added a season-high 15 points off 
the bench for the Bucks. 

Donovan Mitchell scored 26 points and 
Rudy Gobert had 14 points and 15 rebounds 
for the Jazz. 

Celtics 116, Nets 95: Kyrie Irving re¬ 
turned after missing two games with an eye 
injury and scored 17 points to lead eight play¬ 
ers in double figures as Boston beat visiting 
Brooklyn. 

Rodions Kurucs led the Nets with 24 points. 
Brooklyn lost for just the fourth time in 16 
games. 

Pelicans 114, Grizzlies 95: Anthony Davis 
had 36 points, 13 rebounds and three blocked 
shots as host New Orleans pulled away from 
reeling Memphis down the stretch. Second- 
year pro Frank Jackson scored a career-high 
17 points for the Pelicans. 


Mike Conley had 22 points and 10 assists for 
the Grizzlies, not nearly enough to stem what 
is now a six-game slide. 

Lakers 107, Mavericks 97: Brandon In¬ 
gram scored 29 points and Lonzo Ball added 
21 as Los Angeles handed Dallas a rare home 
loss. The two young Lakers responded to coach 
Luke Walton’s demand for more passion after 
a blowout loss to Minnesota on Sunday. 

Luka Doncic scored 27 points to lead Dal¬ 
las, which fell to 16-4 at home. 

Trail Blazers 111, Knicks 101: Jusuf Nur- 
kic had 20 points and eight rebounds as Port¬ 
land beat visiting New York. 

Enes Ranter had 18 points and 14 rebounds 
off the bench for the Knicks, who have lost nine 
of 10. It was his third straight double-double. 

Kings 111, Magic 95: De’Aaron Fox 
had 20 points as host Sacramento snapped a 
four-game losing streak with a victory over 
Orlando. 



Michael Wyke/AP 


Houston forward PJ Tucker 
reacts after sinking a three- 
pointer against the Denver 
Nuggets on Monday night in 
Houston. The Rockets made 22 
threes, the sixth time they have 
surpassed 20 this season. 



Carlos Osori/AP 


Gregg Popovich trails only 
Don Nelson (1,335) and Lenny 
Wilkens (1,332) in victories after 
the San Antonio Spurs’ 119- 
107 win over the Detroit Pistons 
on Monday gave him 1,221. 

Popovich 
ties Sloan 
for 3rd in 
career wins 

Associated Press 

DETROIT — San Antonio was 
down eight points when the Spurs 
took a timeout around the midway 
point of the first quarter. 

Then, after a turnover led to a 
Detroit dunk, Spurs coach Gregg 
Popovich called another timeout, 
14 seconds after the first. 

“Just mental errors, mental er¬ 
rors defensively, and gave them 
some easy buckets,” San Antonio 
guard Bryn Forbes said. “I don’t 
know if it was to slow the run, 
but kind of get our head on right 
— kind of slow their pace there.” 

The Spurs responded well after 
those early problems, taking the 
lead by halftime and cruising to 
a 119-107 victory over the Detroit 
Pistons on Monday night. DeMar 
DeRozan scored 26 points, and 
Popovich moved another step 
higher on the NBA’s career wins 
list. 

Popovich now has 1,221 victo¬ 
ries. He’s tied with Jerry Sloan 
for third place, trailing only Don 
Nelson and Lenny Wilkens. 

It was the 518th road victory 
for Popovich, breaking a tie with 
Nelson for second on that career 
list. He’s now two behind leader 
Pat Riley. 


Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 

Atlantic Division 

W L Pet 

Toronto 30 12 .714 

Philadelphia 26 14 .650 

Boston 24 15 .615 

Brooklyn 20 22 .476 

New York 10 30 .250 

Southeast Division 
Miami 19 19 .500 

Charlotte 19 20 .487 

Orlando 17 23 .425 

Washington 16 24 .400 

Atlanta 12 27 .308 

Central Division 

28 11 .718 

26 13 .667 

17 21 .447 

10 30 .250 
8 32 .200 


Milwaukee 

Indiana 

Detroit 

Chicago 

Cleveland 


Western Conference 

Southwest Division 


Houston 
San Antonio 
New Orleans 
Memphis 
Dallas 


23 16 .590 

24 17 .585 

19 22 .463 
18 22 .450 
" 22 .450 


Northwest Division 

Denver 26 12 .684 

Oklahoma City 25 14 .641 

Portland 24 17 .585 

Utah 20 21 .488 

Minnesota 19 21 .475 

Pacific Division 

Golden State 26 14 .650 

L.A. Clippers 23 16 .590 

L.A. Lakers 22 19 .537 

Sacramento 20 20 .500 

Phoenix 9 32 .220 

Sunday’s games 
Brooklyn 117, Chicago 100 
L.A. Clippers 106, Orlando 96 
Minnesota 108, L.A. Lakers 86 
Atlanta 106, Miami 82 
Washington 116, Oklahoma City 98 
Toronto 121, Indiana 105 
Charlotte 119, Phoenix 113 
Monday’s games 
San Antonio 119, Detroit 107 
Boston 116, Brooklyn 95 
Houston 125, Denver 113 
Milwaukee 114, Utah 102 
New Orleans 114, Memphis 95 
L.A. Lakers 107, Dallas 97 
Portland 111, New York 101 
Sacramento 111, Orlando 95 
Tuesday’s games 
Indiana at Cleveland 
Washington at Philadelphia 
Atlanta at Toronto 
Denver at Miami 
Minnesota at Oklahoma City 
Sacramento at Phoenix 
Charlotte at L.A. Clippers 
New York at Golden State 

Wednesday’s games 
Indiana at Boston 
Philadelphia at Washington 
Atlanta at Brooklyn 
Cleveland at New Orleans 
Milwaukee at Houston 
San Antonio at Memphis 
Phoenix at Dallas 
Orlando at Utah 
Chicago at Portland 
Detroit at L.A. Lakers 

Thursday’s games 
Boston at Miami 
L.A. Clippers at Denver 
Oklahoma City at San Antonio 
Detroit at Sacramento 

Friday’s games 
Milwaukee at Washington 
Atlanta at Philadelphia 
Brooklyn at Toronto 
Indiana at New York 
Cleveland at Houston 
Dallas at Minnesota 
L.A. Lakers at Utah 
Charlotte at Portland 
Chicago at Golden State 


Monday 

Spurs 119, Pistons 107 

SAN ANTONIO - DeRozan 12-21 2-2 
26, Poeltl 3-4 1-6 7, Aldridge 9-12 7-8 25, 
Forbes 5-12 2-2 15, White 4-7 9-9 17, Ber- 
tans 2-5 0-0 5, Gasol 1-2 0-0 2, Mills 4-10 

3-3 13, Belinelli 3-6 2-2 9. Totals 43-79 26- 
32 119. 

DETROIT - Bullock 5-16 0-0 13, Griffin 

13- 21 6-6 34, Drummond 9-14 1-3 19, Jack- 
son 6-10 1-1 14, Brown 2-5 0-0 4, Johnson 
0-4 0-0 0, Leuer 3-5 4-4 10, Calderon 1-2 
0-0 3, Galloway 0-0 0-0 0, Robinson III 0- 
1 0-0 0, Kennard 3-7 2-3 10. Totals 42-85 

14- 17 107. 

San Antonio 25 34 25 35-119 

Detroit 31 20 22 34-107 

Three-Point Goals—San Antonio 7-20 
(Forbes 3-7, Mills 2-5, Belinelli 1-3, Ber- 
tans 1-4, White 0-1), Detroit 9-32 (Bullock 

3- 12, Kennard 2-4, Griffin 2-5, Calderon 

1-2, Jackson 1-4, Brown 0-1, Robinson 
III 0-1, Johnson 0-3). Fouled Out—None. 
Rebounds—San Antonio 38 (DeRozan 7), 
Detroit 37 (Drummond 14). Assists—San 
Antonio 24 (DeRozan 9), Detroit 22 (Grif¬ 
fin 8). Total Fouls—San Antonio 15, De¬ 
troit 22. Technicals—San Antonio coach 
Spurs (Defensive three second). A— 
13,107 (20,491). 

Celtics 116, Nets 95 

BROOKLYN - Kurucs 8-15 3-3 24, Dud¬ 
ley 0-3 0-0 0, Allen 2-5 2-2 6, Russell 2-6 
0-0 5, Napier 4-12 0-0 10, Graham 3-10 2-2 
9, Faried 5-10 2-2 13, Davis 3-5 5-6 11, Din¬ 
widdle 4-10 6-7 15, Pinson 1-3 0-0 2. Totals 
32-79 20-22 95. 

BOSTON — Tatum 5-12 4-4 16, Morris 

4- 10 1-2 12, Horford 6-7 0-0 12, Irving 8-16 
0-0 17, Smart 4-10 0-0 12, Brown 2-6 0-0 4, 
Hayward 4-10 2-3 12, Ojeleye 2-2 0-0 4, Ya- 
busele 0-10-0 0, Theis 5-61-111, Williams 
III 1-1 0-0 2, Wanamaker 1-2 2-2 4, Rozier 

5- 10 0-0 10. Totals 47-93 10-12 116. 

Brooklyn 22 23 29 21- 95 

Boston 34 22 30 30-116 

Three-Point Goals—Brooklyn 11-42 
(Kurucs 5-8, Napier 2-9, Russell 1-3, Faried 

1-4, Dinwiddie 1-6, Graham 1-8, Dudley 0- 
2, Pinson 0-2), Boston 12-32 (Smart 4-8, 
Morris 3-6, Hayward 2-5, Tatum 2-6, Ir¬ 
ving 1-3, Brown 0-1, Horford 0-1, Rozier 0- 
2). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Brook¬ 
lyn 47 (Faried 12), Boston 43 (Horford 9). 
Assists—Brooklyn 19 (Napier 6), Boston 
37 (Smart 7). Total Fouls—Brooklyn 16, 
Boston 21. A—18,624 (18,624). 

Pelicans 114, Grizzlies 95 

MEMPHIS - Anderson 2-5 0-0 5, Jack- 
son Jr. 6-110-0 12, Gasol 3-10 1-17, Conley 
5-11 8-10 22, Temple 3-10 0-0 8, Casspi 4-5 
0-0 9, Green 6-10 2-3 16, Rabb 1-1 0-0 2, 
Noah 4-5 0-0 8, Carter 0-5 0-0 0, Watanabe 

1-2 0-0 2, Ju.Holiday 0-3 4-4 4. Totals 35-78 

15- 18 95. 

NEW ORLEANS - Miller 2-6 2-3 7, Davis 
14-20 8-12 36, Randle 5-9 5-6 15, Payton 
5-10 1-1 11, Jr.Holiday 5-10 1-2 13, Dia.Ho 
0-0 0-0 0, Okafor 3-6 3-5 9, Frazier 3-6 0-0 
6, Williams 0-2 0-0 0, Jackson 7-10 0-0 17, 
Clark 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 44-79 20-29 114. 
Memphis 27 24 22 22- 95 

New Orleans 31 22 33 28-114 

Three-Point Goals—Memphis 10- 
30 (Conley 4-6, Green 2-4, Temple 2-6, 
Casspi 1-1, Anderson 1-2, Jackson Jr. 0-1, 
Watanabe 0-1, Ju.Holiday 0-1, Gasol 0-4, 
Carter 0-4), New Orleans 6-17 (Jackson 
3-5, Jr.Holiday 2-3, Miller 1-4, Randle 0- 
1, Williams 0-1, Davis 0-1, Frazier 0-2). 
Fouled Out—Gasol. Rebounds—Memphis 
36 (Noah 8), New Orleans 40 (Davis 13). 
Assists—Memphis 28 (Conley 10), New 
Orleans 27 (Jr.Holiday 6). Total Fouls- 
Memphis 23, New Orleans 18. Techni- 
cals-Noah. A-14,624 (16,867). 


Rockets 125, Nuggets 113 

DENVER - Craig 1-6 3-4 5, Millsap 2-6 

2-2 6, Jokic 11-20 1-1 24, Murray 5-13 3-4 
13, Harris 4-11 4-4 14, Hernangomez 1-5 0- 
0 3, Lyles 2-5 0-0 4, Plumlee 2-2 2-3 6, Mor¬ 
ris 9-13 2-2 21, Goodwin 1-11-1 3, Beasley 

6- 11 0-0 14. Totals 44-93 18-21 113. 

HOUSTON - House Jr. 1-3 3-3 6, Tucker 

7- 11 0-0 21, Capela 13-18 5-7 31, Harden 7- 
18 12-15 32, Rivers 1-7 1-2 4, Ennis III 2-3 0- 
0 5, Nene 1-4 3-4 5, Knight 0-2 0-0 0, Green 
6-10 3-3 21. Totals 38-76 27-34 125. 

Denver 35 25 29 24-113 

Houston 33 37 26 29-125 

Three-Point Goals—Denver 7-29 (Har¬ 
ris 2-5, Beasley 2-7, Jokic 1-1, Morris 1-3, 
Hernangomez 1-5, Lyles 0-2, Craig 0-3, 
Murray 0-3), Houston 22-47 (Tucker 7-11, 
Green 6-10, Harden 6-15, House Jr. 1-1, En¬ 
nis III 1-2, Rivers 1-6, Knight 0-2). Fouled 
Out—None. Rebounds—Denver 46 (Jokic 

13) , Houston 34 (Capela 9). Assists—Den¬ 
ver 26 (Morris 5), Houston 28 (Harden 

14) . Total Fouls—Denver 21, Houston 23. 
A-18,055 (18,500). 


Bucks 114, Jazz 102 

UTAH - Ingles 1-6 0-0 2, Favors 6-13 
0-2 12, Gobert 4-8 6-10 14, Rubio 4-5 0-0 
9, Mitchell 8-24 4-4 26, O’Neale 2-2 2-2 8, 
Crowder 3-11 4-5 12, Cavanaugh 0-0 0-0 0, 
Niang 0-0 0-0 0, Neto 4-8 0-0 10, Korver 4-9 
0-0 9, Mitrou-Long 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 36-86 

16-23 102. 

MILWAUKEE - Middleton 5-15 2-3 14, 
Antetokounmpo 13-30 4-6 30, Lopez 5-6 

2-2 15, Bledsoe 3-11 0-0 6, Brogdon 8-14 
4-4 21, Ilyasova 3-6 0-0 6, Maker 6-8 1-115, 
Hill 0-1 0-0 0, Brown 1-2 0-0 2, Snell 2-5 0-0 
5. Totals 46-98 13-16 114. 

Utah 34 28 24 16-102 

Milwaukee 32 26 25 31-114 

Three-Point Goals-Utah 14-37 (Mitch¬ 
ell 6-12, O’Neale 2-2, Neto 2-3, Crowder 2- 
9, Rubio 1-1, Korver 1-5, Ingles 0-2, Favors 
0-3), Milwaukee 9-25 (Lopez 3-4, Maker 

2-3, Middleton 2-5, Brogdon 1-1, Snell 1-3, 
Brown 0-1, Antetokounmpo 0-4, Bledsoe 
0-4). Fouled Out—Antetokounmpo. Re¬ 
bounds—Utah 46 (Gobert 15), Milwaukee 
46 (Antetokounmpo 10). Assists—Utah 
20 (Ingles 6), Milwaukee 27 (Bledsoe 6). 
Total Fouls—Utah 21, Milwaukee 19. A- 
17,341 (17,500). 


Lakers 107, Mavericks 997 

L.A. LAKERS - Ingram 12-21 5-7 29, 
Kuzma 4-20 3-5 13, McGee 4-7 0-1 8, Ball 

8-15 1-4 21, Hart 5-13 3-3 14, Beasley 5-6 

3-5 13, Mykhailiuk 0-1 0-0 0, Chandler 1-2 
0-0 2, Zubac 1-2 2-2 4, Caldwell-Pope 1-5 
0-0 3, Stephenson 0-2 0-0 0. Totals 41-94 

17-27 107. 

DALLAS - Matthews 2-8 0-0 5, Barnes 

3- 13 3-3 11, Jordan 2-3 6-8 10, Smith Jr. 4-8 

1- 2 11, Doncic 10-23 5-7 27, Finney-Smith 

4- 5 0-0 8, Nowitzki 1-3 0-0 2, Kleber 0-0 0-0 
0, Powell 3-5 1-2 8, Barea 5-12 1-2 11, Har¬ 
ris 2-6 0-0 4. Totals 36-86 17-24 97. 

L.A. Lakers 25 29 32 21-107 

Dallas 33 34 13 17- 97 

Three-Point Goals—L.A. Lakers 8-29 
(Ball 4-8, Kuzma 2-10, Caldwell-Pope 1- 
3, Hart 1-5, Mykhailiuk 0-1, Stephenson 
0-2), Dallas 8-30 (Smith Jr. 2-2, Doncic 

2- 6, Barnes 2-6, Powell 1-3, Matthews 1- 
6, Nowitzki 0-1, Finney-Smith 0-1, Barea 
0-2, Harris 0-3). Fouled Out—None. Re¬ 
bounds—L.A. Lakers 44 (Hart 12), Dal¬ 
las 52 (Jordan 19). Assists—L.A. Lakers 
28 (Hart, Ingram 6), Dallas 12 (Barea 3). 
Total Fouls—L.A. Lakers 20, Dallas 20. 
Technicals—L.A. Lakers coach Lakers 
(Defensive three second), Dallas coach 
Mavericks (Defensive three second). 
A—20,354 (19,200). 


Kings 111, Magic 95 

ORLANDO - Isaac 1-6 0-0 2, Gordon 3- 
13 3-4 10, Vucevic 7-14 3-4 18, Augustin 

1-6 4-4 6, Fournier 4-8 3-3 15, Iwundu 4-10 

3-4 11, Martin 2-2 0-0 4, Birch 0-1 0-0 0, 
Bamba 0-3 0-0 0, Briscoe 3-8 1-4 9, Sim¬ 
mons 0-3 0-0 0, Grant 0-1 0-0 0, Ross 7-12 

1- 1 20. Totals 32-87 18-24 95. 
SACRAMENTO - Bogdanovic 6-15 0-0 

15, Bjelica 2-6 0-0 4, Cauley-Stein 5-11 1-2 
11, Fox 9-14 2-3 20, Hield 5-10 0-0 13, Jack- 
son 4-9 1-1 11, Giles III 3-5 1-2 7, Labis- 
siere 1-1 0-0 2, Bagley III 2-7 4-6 8, Koufos 

2- 4 0-2 4, Mason 3-4 0-2 6, Ferrell 3-8 2-2 
10, McLemore 0-3 0-0 0. Totals 45-97 11- 
20 111 . 

Orlando 25 17 20 33- 95 

Sacramento 29 29 32 21-111 

Three-Point Goals—Orlando 13-37 
(Ross 5-10, Fournier 4-6, Briscoe 2-4, 
Vucevic 1-2, Gordon 1-5, Bamba 0-1, Sim¬ 
mons 0-1, Iwundu 0-1, Grant 0-1, Isaac 0- 
3, Augustin 0-3), Sacramento 10-34 (Hield 

3- 6, Bogdanovic 3-8, Jackson 2-4, Ferrell 

2- 5, Giles III 0-1, McLemore 0-2, Bagley 
III 0-2, Bjelica 0-2, Fox 0-4). Fouled Out- 
None. Rebounds—Orlando 46 (Vucevic 
13), Sacramento 57 (Cauley-Stein 11). As¬ 
sists—Orlando 15 (Briscoe 4), Sacramen¬ 
to 24 (Bogdanovic 7). Total Fouls—Orlan¬ 
do 15, Sacramento 18. Technicals—Fox. 
A-15,724 (17,608). 

Trail Blazers 111, Knicks 101 

NEW YORK - Vonleh 5-13 3-4 16, Knox 
1-6 5-6 8, Kornet 2-4 2-2 6, Mudiay 7-17 3-3 
17, Hardaway Jr. 2-12 0-0 5, Hezonja 5-10 

4- 4 14, Kanter 8-12 2-5 18, Burke 3-9 3-3 
10, Trier 1-2 0-0 2, Dotson 2-4 0-0 5. Totals 
36-89 22-27 101. 

PORTLAND - Harkless 0-10-0 0, Aminu 

3- 12 1-2 8, Nurkic 7-9 6-9 20, Lillard 5-14 5- 
5 17, McCollum 7-17 1-1 17, Layman 3-5 

3-4 10, Collins 3-6 1-3 7, Leonard 4-8 0-0 9, 
Curry 5-9 0-0 13, Turner 3-4 3-5 10. Totals 
40-85 20-29 111. 

New York 30 23 23 25-101 

Portland 30 24 32 25-111 

Three-Point Goals—New York 7-23 
(Vonleh 3-5, Burke 1-2, Knox 1-2, Dotson 
1-2, Hardaway Jr. 1-7, Mudiay 0-1, Hezon¬ 
ja 0-2, Kornet 0-2), Portland 11-31 (Curry 
3-6, Lillard 2-6, McCollum 2-7, Turner 1-1, 
Layman 1-2, Leonard 1-3, Aminu 1-4, Col¬ 
lins 0-1, Harkless 0-1). Fouled Out—None. 
Rebounds—New York 48 (Kanter, Von¬ 
leh 14), Portland 51 (Layman 10). As¬ 
sists—New York 18 (Mudiay 7), Portland 
25 (Lillard 9). Total Fouls-New York 19, 
Portland 21. A-19,026 (19,393). 


Scoring leaders 


Harden, HOU 
Curry, GOL 
Davis, NOR 
Durant, GOL 
James, LAL 
Leonard, TOR 
Embiid, PHL 
George, OKC 


Through Jan. 8 

G FG FT PTS 

36 351 337 1212 
29 284 136 852 
36 373 252 1032 
40 394 278 1139 
34 340 180 928 
32 302 212 870 
38 337 305 1022 


38 349 194 1019 


Antkounmpo, MIL 37 370 228 983 


Lillard, POR 
Walker, CHA 
Griffin, DET 
Booker, PHX 
Beal, WAS 
LaVine, CHI 
Irving, BOS 
DeRozan, SAN 
Towns, MIN 


41 352 247 1073 

39 339 187 990 
37 319 213 937 
31 272 156 770 

40 356 149 956 

34 285 174 

35 306 99 

41 353 215 928 
40 322 175 


AVG 

33.7 

29.4 

28.7 

28.5 

27.3 

27.2 
26.9 

26.8 

26.6 

26.2 

25.4 
25.3 

24.8 

23.9 

23.6 

22.9 

22.6 
22.2 
21.1 
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Titans OC LaFleur 
to be Packers coach 



David Banks/AP 


Bears kicker Cody Parkey’s missed field goal on Sunday was ruled to be blocked by the league after 
video showed Philadelphia’s Treyvon Hester (90) tipped the ball. The Eagles won 16-15. 

NFL: Parkey’s FG blocked 


By Rob Maaddi 

Associated Press 

PHILADELPHIA — Cody Parkey got an excuse 
he probably won’t use. 

Parkey’s missed 43-yard field goal in the final 
seconds that gave the Philadelphia Eagles a 16-15 
upset win over the Chicago Bears in Sunday’s wild¬ 
card playoff game was officially ruled a block by the 
NFL. 

Video showed Philadelphia’s Treyvon Hester 
tipped the ball, which bounced off the upright and 
hit the crossbar. 

Parkey was booed by Bears fans as he ran off the 
field after kneeling down with teammates and op¬ 
ponents for a postgame prayer. He accepted respon¬ 
sibility for the loss afterward. 

“There’s really no answer to it,” Parkey said. “I 
thought I hit a good ball. Unfortunately, I didn’t 
make it. I feel terrible, 100 percent take that loss on 
me. It is what it is. Sun is going to shine tomorrow. 
Life is going to go on. Unfortunately, it’s going to 
sting for a while.” 

Eagles coach Doug Pederson on Monday praised 
Hester, who began the season on the practice squad, 
for having “a big hand in the game” and the team 


posted on Twitter it was the first blocked field goal 
in the franchise’s postseason history. 

The Eagles took a one-point lead when Nick Foies 
threw a 2-yard touchdown pass to Golden Tate with 
56 seconds remaining. Mitchell Trubisky drove the 
Bears into position to win the game, but Parkey’s 
kick didn’t go through. Philadelphia plays at New 
Orleans on Sunday. 

Hester’s block should absolve Parkey from blame, 
though Bears fans certainly won’t let him forget it 
anytime soon. Parkey’s teammates stood by him 
after the game and players around the country 
quickly expressed their support on social media. 

Eagles kicker Jake Elliott wrote: “This is a stand- 
up guy that a lot of young players can look up to. 
This is how you handle adversity like a pro. Cody 
is a heck of a kicker and will be for a long time. No 
reason to be taking the heat he is especially when 
that ball was tipped. #ClassAct” 

The Philadelphia Flyers poked fun at Parkey dur¬ 
ing Monday night’s game against St. Louis. Gritty, 
the team’s googily-eyed mascot, kicked a field goal 
blindfolded in the stands during a “Cody Parkey 
Challenge” and fans roared, breaking into the “Fly! 
Eagles! Fly!” fight song when the missed kick was 
shown on the video screen. 


Brady respects Rivers’ toughness 


By Teresa M. Walker 

Associated Press 

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — The 
Green Bay Packers are turning 
to fast-rising offensive whiz Matt 
LaFleur to aid Aaron Rodgers 
and end a two-year absence from 
the postseason. 

LaFleur accepted an offer 
Monday to become the next head 
coach of the Packers, according 
to a person familiar with the de¬ 
cision. The person spoke to The 
Associated Press on condition of 
anonymity because neither the 
Packers nor the Titans had an¬ 
nounced the decision. 

The 39-year-old LaFleur spent 
this season as offensive coordina¬ 
tor for the Titans, his first calling 
plays in the NFL. He takes over 
for Mike McCarthy, who was 
fired during the season following 
a stunning home loss to Arizona 
on Dec. 2. Offensive coordinator 
Joe Philbin went 2-2 to close out 
the season as the Packers failed 
to reach the playoffs for the sec¬ 
ond straight year with a 6-9-1 
record. 

He was offensive coordinator 
with the Los Angeles Rams in 
2017, leading a group that paced 
the NFL in scoring and was 10th 
in total offense under coach Sean 
McVay, who called the plays on 
offense. LaFleur was the quar¬ 
terbacks coach in Atlanta for two 
seasons, including when Falcons 
quarterback Matt Ryan was the 
NFL MVP in 2016. LaFleur also 
has coached with Washington 
and Houston, and was the quar¬ 
terbacks coach for Notre Dame in 
2014. 

He will be charged with return¬ 
ing the Packers to the playoffs on 
a regular basis. McCarthy’s ten¬ 
ure of 12-plus seasons was by and 
large successful, highlighted by 
the 2010 Super Bowl season and 
nine playoff appearances. 

Still, the once potent offense 
that could make up for other de¬ 
ficiencies slowed in 2018, a tu¬ 
multuous year that began with 
Rodgers leading a stirring come¬ 
back victory in the opener over the 
Bears. The two-time NFL MVP 
returned after halftime from a 
left knee injury that nagged him 


the rest of the season. 

Rodgers’ 62.3 percent comple¬ 
tion rate was his lowest since 
2015 (60.7) and his 25 touchdown 
passes were a low for a season in 
which he played at least 15 games, 
though so were his two intercep¬ 
tions. Injuries to Randall Cobb 
and Geronimo Allison forced the 
Packers to turn to rookies perhaps 
earlier than expected, though Da- 
vante Adams emerged as an elite 
receiver. 

The relationship between LaF¬ 
leur and Rodgers will be closely 
watched after the sometimes ten¬ 
uous moments between the star 
QB and McCarthy. They charac¬ 
terized their relationship as close, 
but with ups and downs that come 
with two headstrong competitors 
who had worked together for 
more than a dozen years. 

The Packers reportedly inter¬ 
viewed several candidates with 
head-coaching experience, in¬ 
cluding Philbin, Chuck Pagano, 
Adam Gase and Jim Caldwell. 
They instead opted for LaFleur, 
who had never called plays be¬ 
fore this season and until now has 
never been in charge of an entire 
roster. 

It is just one element of an off¬ 
season of change ahead in Green 
Bay. 

Clay Matthews, one of the last 
remaining links to Green Bay’s 
Super Bowl-winning season, is a 
free agent after finishing with a 
career-low 3'A sacks in his 10th 
season with the Packers but 
the first under the tweaked 3-4 
scheme installed by first-year co¬ 
ordinator Mike Pettine. 

Cobb is also a prominent free 
agent for Green Bay, and a steady, 
experienced target for Rodgers 
— if he returns. 

The running game could be a 
strength next season behind Ja- 
maal Williams and Aaron Jones, 
who led the NFL in yards per 
carry before suffering a knee in¬ 
jury in mid-December. The coor¬ 
dinator’s job could be in flux, too. 
Philbin is well-liked by Rodgers 
and the 16-year NFL coaching 
veteran won respect from players 
for his even-keeled and straight¬ 
forward demeanor in the transi¬ 
tion following McCarthy’s firing. 


By Kyle Hightower 

Associated Press 

FOXBOROUGH, Mass. — Tom 
Brady doesn’t know Philip Rivers 
well on a personal level. 

But as the Patriots quarterback 
began his preparations for Sun¬ 
day’s divisional playoff game with 
the Chargers, he said he only had 
to think back to their AFC cham¬ 
pionship game matchup during 
the 2007 season to remind himself 
of Rivers’ toughness. 

“I mean the guy played with 
a torn ACL. We played in 10-de- 
gree weather and he was still fir¬ 
ing dimes out there,” Brady said 
Monday on Boston’s WEEI radio. 
“So, the guy’s got all of the confi¬ 
dence in the world. It makes for a 
great matchup.” 

New England won that day and 
Brady enters Sunday’s game with 


a 7-0 record as a starter against 
Rivers, including 4-0 in games 
played in Foxborough and 2-0 in 
the playoffs. 

Rivers earned his lone victory 
against New England during the 
2008 regular season when the 
Chargers were still in San Diego. 
Brady was sidelined for that game 
by a knee injury he sustained in 
the Patriots’ season opener and 
Matt Cassel started in his place. 

New England has won four 
straight games in the series since 
then. 

History aside, Brady said it 
doesn’t diminish his respect for 
Rivers’ abilities on the field. At 
age 37, Rivers ended the regular 
season by throwing for at least 
4,000 yards for the sixth straight 
season. He also posted at least 30 
passing touchdowns for the sixth 
time since becoming the Char¬ 


gers’ starter in 2006. 

Like Brady he’s also been in¬ 
credibly durable during his ca¬ 
reer, not missing a regular-season 
start for 13 consecutive seasons. 

“He’s a great leader. He’s a 
great passer of the football,” 
Brady said. “He’s kind of like 
me. He wants the ball out of his 
hands. He kind of wants to be able 
to anticipate coverages. He’s got 
really a great group of skill play¬ 
ers — backs, tight ends, receivers. 
They’re playing as well as any of¬ 
fense that’s played all season. He’s 
having an incredible year.” 

So, too, is Los Angeles’ defense. 

The Chargers ended the regu¬ 
lar season ranked eighth in the 
NFL allowing 21 points per game, 
while allowing only 228 yards 
passing per game (ranked ninth). 

“I was watching film all night,” 
Brady said. 



Mark Zaleski/AP 


Titans quarterback Marcus Mariota, left, talks with offensive 
coordinator Matt LaFleur before a preseason game. A person 
familiar with the decision says LaFleur will become head coach of 
the Packers. 
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Unfamiliar debate: 
Who should be 
atop women’s poll 


By Doug Feinberg 

Associated. Press 

NEW YORK — For the first 
time in a long time, a handful of 
teams could make an argument to 
be No. 1 in The Associated Press 
women’s basketball poll. 

Over the past decade there re¬ 
ally hasn’t been too much debate 
each week over who should hold 
the top spot. Only five teams have 
been No. 1 since the preseason 
poll in 2008 and most of the time 
they were the unanimous choice 
or close to it. College football has 
had 14 different teams ranked No. 
1 over that same span and men’s 
college basketball has had 21. 

UConn had been the clear No. 1 
since routing Notre Dame on Dec. 
3, before losing to No. 8 Baylor 
last Thursday. That opened the 
door for a new top team Monday 
and a debate over which team it 
should be. It wasn’t an easy deci¬ 
sion for the voters and in the end, 
Notre Dame edged Louisville by 
seven points for 
the top spot. 

It’s the closest 
margin for the 
top two teams 
in the poll in 
over a decade. 
Third-ranked 
UConn was 
only 14 points 
behind Notre 
Dame, and No. 
4 Baylor was 
28. Four teams 
received first- 
place votes 
— the first time 
since 2014 that 
has happened. 

“Week 10 of this year’s poll was 
the most difficult in my 10-year 
voting history. I’ve been voting 
on the poll since 2008-09 and it 
took me 5 Vi hours to determine 
how to shape the top five, next 
five and the last five,” ESPN ana¬ 
lyst Deb Antonelli said. “Confer¬ 
ence play creates another level 
of study and research. There are 
more teams capable of winning 
the NCAA championship because 
there is not one dominant team. 
The NCAA committee will have 
unprecedented pressure to get it 
right with sending in the four re- 
gionals because this is the most 
balance I can remember in my 30 
years covering the game and cer¬ 
tainly my 10 years voting in the 
AP poll.” 

The 30-member national vot¬ 
ing panel submitted ballots after 
the last games Sunday night, 
and as the votes came, it just so 
happened that all four of the top 
teams held the No. 1 spot before 
the final poll was tallied and the 
Irish were in the top spot. The 
Huskies were actually the top 
team for an hour without having 
a first place vote. 

Even with the loss to Baylor, 
UConn still had a valid argument 
to be the top team. The Huskies 
hadn’t lost a regular-season game 


in four years and that very im¬ 
pressive road win over the then- 
No. 1 Irish. That was enough to 
keep UConn first on Knoxville 
News Sentinel writer Dan Fle- 
ser’s ballot, as well as two other 
voters. 

“I knew after the Baylor re¬ 
sult it would be tricky,” said Fle- 
ser, who has voted for the Top 
25 every year since it became a 
writer’s poll in 1994-95. “It came 
down to UConn’s win at Notre 
Dame was the biggest quality win 
of the year. I was conflicted on 
what to do, so decided they should 
stay at No. 1.” 

Fleser said that with the Lou- 
isville-Notre Dame game Thurs¬ 
day, he would definitely consider 
moving the winner to the top spot 
next week. 

The Irish have been No. 2 in 
the poll since losing to UConn and 
have dominated their opponents. 
It was easy to see why 12 voters 
moved them up to No. 1, includ¬ 
ing Carly Nevis, who works for 
WDTV in West Virginia. 

“After losing to UConn, Notre 
Dame has beaten teams by an av¬ 
erage of 33.5 points,” Nevis said. 
“The Irish also have wins over 
five teams that are ranked or have 
been ranked and have played a 
much stronger schedule.” 

Louisville is the only one of the 
top four teams without a loss. The 
Cardinals have a few good wins 
this season, including victories 
over Arizona State, Kentucky, 
and Central Michigan. They don’t 
have a marquee victory yet. That 
could change Thursday in South 
Bend, Ind. 

“They deserved it based on 
being undefeated, style of play, 
eye test, depth, guard play, expe¬ 
rience, coaching and Asia Durr,” 
said Antonelli, who was one of 10 
voters to have the Cardinals first. 

Baylor’s case for being No. 1 is 
as simple as accomplishing some¬ 
thing no team has done in the 
regular season since Stanford in 
2014. The Lady Bears’ lone loss 
came by five points at the Cardi¬ 
nal on Dec. 15. Five voters picked 
the Lady Bears first. Had Baylor 
finished No. 1, it would have been 
an unprecedented jump, espe¬ 
cially 10 weeks into the season. 

The biggest leap a team has 
made to No. 1 in the past decade 
was Stanford moving from fourth 
to first in 2012. That was early in 
the season and happened after the 
Cardinal ended Baylor’s 42-game 
winning streak that season. 

Still, the victory over UConn 
was enough to convince voter 
Scott Richey of The News Gazette 
to move Baylor up to No. 1 from 
10 the week before. 

“UConn losing certainly had 
me thinking about the top of bal¬ 
lot more than usual,” he said by 
phone Monday night. “I recalled 
the instructions saying it was OK 
to make bold moves. A win over 
UConn in the regular season is a 
rarity.” 


■ 'Week 
10 of this 
year’s 
poll was 
the most 
difficult 

I in my 
10-year 
voting 
history . f 

Deb Antonelli 

ESPN analyst 



Marcio Jose Sanchez/AP 

United States head soccer coach Gregg Berhalter instructs players during training camp on Monday. 


New coach Berhalter sets 
foundation in first camp 


By Greg Beacham 

Associated Press 

CHULA VISTA, Calif. — New coach Gregg Ber¬ 
halter is taking the U.S. national team back to all 
sorts of basics during his first training camp. 

Along with elementary strategic sessions and con¬ 
ditioning work, Berhalter’s plan extends to rather 
basic accommodations: The 28 Major League Soc¬ 
cer-based players who participated in Berhalter’s 
first practice Monday are living in dormitory-style 
group apartments at a training center south of San 
Diego for more than two weeks. 

“I think it’s a great environment to foster one of 
the main objectives of our camp, and that’s team¬ 
building,” Berhalter said after the workout in post- 
card-perfect Southern California sun. “We’re here. 
We’re going to be together here. It’s an intensive pe¬ 
riod, but I think it’s a focused period. We’re going to 
get quality time together as a team.” 

The U.S. team had conducted its annual January 
camp in Carson, Calif., since 2004, with the players 
staying in hotels and commuting to their training 
complex just south of downtown Los Angeles. Ber¬ 
halter elected to move the event 2 Vi hours south to 
another well-maintained training complex in this 
tidy suburb within sight of the U.S.-Mexico border. 

The players don’t seem fazed by their accommo¬ 
dations, and they’re intrigued to learn about the new 
boss’ plans for World Cup qualification and every¬ 
thing in between. 

“You’ve got to learn as much as you can as quick 
as you can,” said Paul Arriola, the attacking mid¬ 
fielder and Chula Vista native. “As much as Gregg 
is learning about us and trying to fit us all together, 
we’re trying to do the same with him and his style of 
play. I think we have a great group here that believes 
in why we’re here and what we’re going to do.” 

Berhalter was formally hired last month after 14 
months of team limbo since Bruce Arena’s depar¬ 
ture. The New Jersey native is the first American 
to coach the national team after playing for it at a 
World Cup, but the 45-year-old European coach¬ 
ing veteran and analytics maven also represents a 
break from the team’s recent leadership. 

Berhalter got his players’ attention with a strong 
introductory speech Sunday, delivering his priori¬ 
ties and goals for the months and years ahead. 

The longtime Columbus Crew coach said he “very 
clearly laid out the objectives of this training camp, 
which are team building, team culture, a style of 
play and competing.” 

“We had a competition in training (today),” he 
added. “We’re going to continue to chart the com¬ 


petition in training and take results of who’s win¬ 
ning these games. Competing is a very big part of 
our business. But so is building the style of play, and 
then team cohesion. So we laid out the objectives, 
but we also talked bigger picture about what we 
want to be, and who we want to be as a group, and 
what our mission is.” 

The broader mission is to atone for the embarrass¬ 
ment of failing to qualify for last year’s World Cup, 
but the success of that quest sits within the day-to- 
day details of building a better team. Few coaches 
pay more attention to detail than Berhalter, accord¬ 
ing to the players who know him. 

Only MLS-based players can attend this camp, 
which falls outside a FIFA international window. 
The leading veteran is Toronto’s Michael Bradley, 
whose 142 appearances for the U.S. are five more 
than the rest of the camp roster combined. 

“What I would say is Gregg is into it,” explained 
Bradley, who trained alongside Berhalter as play¬ 
ers in 2006 during Bradley’s first stint with the U.S. 
team. “Gregg loves football. He has real ideas about 
how he wants his teams to play. (It’s about) details 
on the field, ideas, how he wants the team to play, 
what he wants things to look like. There’s going to 
be real work every day, building what we want this 
thing to look like.” 

Berhalter already revealed he wants a pressing, 
attack-focused approach. After the U.S. spent the 
past year breaking in more than 20 new players 
under interim coach Dave Sarachan, Berhalter is 
deciding which players can play the new American 
style. 

Although the true results of Berhalter’s modern 
approach won’t be decided for years, the tools for 
acquiring that knowledge were visible already in 
Chula Vista. 

Team employees stood on the sideline with tablet 
computers tracking the players’ movements, and a 
drone hovered overhead while the workouts were 
filmed for analysis. Berhalter also plans to estab¬ 
lish stronger connections with his players’ clubs in 
hopes of gathering more analytical data from their 
day jobs. 

The team will train in Chula Vista until Jan. 22 
before going on the road to Phoenix and the Bay 
Area for two exhibitions and several practices. The 
year gets even more interesting when Christian Pu- 
lisic and other Europe-based U.S. players join the 
team for workouts in March. 

Berhalter’s first competitive match is in June 
at the CONCACAF Gold Cup. He will know much 
more by then about the components available for his 
rebuilding project. 
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Chris Carlson, above, and Ben Margot, below/AP 

Above: Clemson freshman quarterback Trevor Lawrence threw for 
347 yards and three touchdowns during the Tigers’ 44-16 rout of 
No. 1 Alabama in the college football playoff championship game. 
Below: Clemson’s Justyn Ross makes a juggling catch in front of 
Alabama’s Josh Jobe during Monday’s game in Santa Clara, Calif. 


Leaving no doubt 

Clemson crushes Alabama, claims 
second national title in three years 


By Ralph D. Russo 

Associated. Press 

SANTA CLARA, Calif. 

D abo Swinney kissed 
the championship tro¬ 
phy and proclaimed 
this Clemson team the 
greatest of all time. 

He’s got a case. 

With stunning ease — and a 
freshman quarterback—Clemson 
toppled college football’s greatest 
dynasty again to become the first 
perfect playoff champion. 

Trevor Lawrence passed for 
347 yards and three touchdowns 
and the second-ranked Tigers 
beat No. 1 Alabama 44-16 on Mon¬ 
day night in the College Football 
Playoff national championship 
game. 

In the fourth consecutive play¬ 
off meeting between the Tigers 
and Tide, Clemson evened the 
series and beat ’Bama for the na¬ 
tional championship for the sec¬ 
ond time in three years. Clemson 
is the first college football team 
to finish 15-0 since the 1800s, 
and the first team since the play¬ 
off started five seasons ago to get 
through a season unscathed. 

“I mean, our guys had the eye 
of the tiger, but I’m so proud, and 
then for our seniors to be able to 
go out 15-0 and truly be the best 
ever — there was a lot of talk 
about best ever all year long,” 
Swinney said, talking about Ala¬ 
bama. “We were never in that 
conversation. But tonight, there’s 
no doubt. First 15-0 team, to beat 
Notre Dame and to beat Alabama 
to do it, this team won 13 games 
by 20 points or more and led by 
an unbelievable group of seniors, 
amazing group. I’m just thankful 
to be a part of it.” 

Alabama coach Nick Saban and 
the Tide (14-1) were looking for 
a sixth national championship in 
10 years, trying to add to an al¬ 
ready unprecedented run in the 
sport. Instead, Clemson crushed 
Alabama, becoming the first op¬ 
ponent to beat the Tide by more 
than 14 points since Saban be¬ 
came coach in 2007. 

Swinney’s Tigers sealed their 
status as a superpower, no longer 
just 1A to Alabama’s 1. 

“We’re 15-0, we beat the best 
team ever, nobody’s taking that 
away from us,” Clemson All- 
American defensive tackle Chris¬ 
tian Wilkins said. 

Two seasons ago it was Deshaun 
Watson dethroning the Tide with 
a last-second touchdown pass. 
Clemson’s new star quarterback 
didn’t need the late-game hero¬ 
ics. The long-haired Lawrence 
cut though Alabama’s defense 
with the help of another fabulous 
freshman. Justyn Ross made 
a juggling grab, a one-handed 


Worth noting 


Worst losses by No. 1 

43 - Boston College 55-12 to Holy 
Cross, Nov. 23, 1942 

34 - Pittsburgh 48-14 to No. 11 Penn 
St., Nov. 28,1981 

32 - Florida St. 52-20 to No. 3 Flori¬ 
da, Jan. 2,1997 (Sugar Bowl) 

31 - Northwestern 37-6 to No. 8 
Wisconsin, Nov. 10,1962 

31 — Texas 42-11 to Arkansas, Oct. 
17,1981 

31 - Florida St. 31-0 to No. 6 Miami, 
Sept. 3,1988 

28 - Texas 38-10 to No. 5 Notre 
Dame, Jan. 2,1978 (Cotton Bowl) 

28 - Oklahoma 35-7 to No. 13 Kan¬ 
sas St., Dec. 6,2003 

28 - Notre Dame 42-14 to No. 2 Ala¬ 
bama, Jan. 7, 2013 (BCS) 

28 - Alabama 44-16 to No. 2 Clem¬ 
son, Jan. 7, 2019 (CFC) 


Associated Press 

snare and broke a 74-yard touch¬ 
down about midway through the 
third quarter that made it 37-16 
and had Swinney high-stepping 
down the sidelines. 

Ross, who scored two touch¬ 
downs in the semifinal rout of 
Notre Dame, had six catches for 
153 yards against his home-state 
team. 

Swinney takes a different ap¬ 
proach than Saban, running a 
more fun-loving program than 
Alabama’s all-business organi¬ 
zation. But the results have been 
every bit as good. And on Mon¬ 
day night at Levi’s Stadium, in a 
championship game played more 
than 2,000 miles away from Clem¬ 
son’s South Carolina campus, the 
Tigers were way too much for an 
Alabama team that had spent the 
season mauling its opposition. 
The Tide won their first 14 games 
by an average of 31 points. 

Alabama’s Tua Tagovailoa 
threw two crucial interceptions 
in the first half, the first returned 
44 yards for a touchdown by A. J. 
Terrell to put Clemson up 7-0. The 
Tide came in scoring 48 points 
per game, but were shut out over 
the final 44 minutes by an oppor¬ 
tunistic Clemson defense. 

Saban lamented numerous 
mistakes: blown coverages on 
third down (Clemson was 10-for- 
15), stall-outs in the red zone and 
special teams mishaps, including 
a fake field goal that flopped on 
the first possession of the second 
half. 

He laid the blame on himself. 
The Alabama program has set a 
championship-or-bust standard 
under Saban, but he didn’t want 
this season looked at as a failure. 

“One game doesn’t define who 
you are,” Saban said. “But I also 
told the players that sometimes 
we learn more when things don’t 
go well, when we lose.” 

Tagovailoa, the sophomore who 


came off the bench to win the 
championship game last year for 
the Tide, went 22-for-34 for 295 
yards and two touchdowns. 

“We had a great season, but five 
words: Good is not good enough,” 
Tagovailoa said. “We didn’t finish 
the way we wanted to finish. We 
didn’t do the things we needed to 
do to execute and be successful in 
this game, and that’s all it is.” 

The Heisman runner-up was 
also the second-best quarter¬ 
back on the field in the champi¬ 
onship game. Lawrence finished 
20-for-32, and went 18-for-25 for 
277 yards over the final three 
quarters. 

The teenager who took over as 
the starter four games into the 
season raised the Tigers’ play, 
giving them an explosive offense 
to match a suffocating defense, 
led by All-American linemen Cle- 
lin Ferrell and Wilkins. 

“Just these seniors, just taking 
me in, and they kind of dragged 
me along until I got my feet under 
me, and they just — they’re awe¬ 
some people as well as players,” 
said Lawrence, the first fresh¬ 
man starting quarterback to lead 
his team to a national title since 
Oklahoma’s Jamelle Holieway in 
1985. 
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Clemson’s big plays key to toppling Tide 



Ben Margot/AP 

Clemson’s Justyn Ross races for a touchdown after making a catch during the second half against Alabama on Monday. 


By Pete Iacobelli 

Associated Press 

SANTA CLARA, Calif. — Clemson need¬ 
ed a big performance to unseat defending 
champion Alabama. The Tigers got plenty 
of them from start to finish. 

From freshmen Justyn Ross and Trevor 
Lawrence on offense to an experienced de¬ 
fensive front and turnover-hungry second¬ 
ary, Clemson stacked up big play after big 
play to overwhelm typically unflappable 
Alabama 44-16 on Monday night for its 
second national title in three seasons. 

“It was more than everything I expected 
it to be,” said Ross, the 6-foot-4 receiver 
who had six catches for 153 yards. 

Ross dazzled the crowd with several ac¬ 
robatic receptions. His 74-yard catch and 
run put Clemson ahead 28-16 in the second 
quarter while his one-armed grab in the 
third quarter kept Alabama from getting 
the ball back and regaining momentum. 

“It was unbelievable,” he said. “I’m still 
shocked about everything.” 

So is defending champion Alabama (14- 
1), which figured to have more than enough 
playmakers to keep up with the Tigers. 
Instead, it was Clemson that seized every 
opportunity. 

Cornerback A.J. Terrell got it rolling 
with a 44-yard pick six on Tua Tagovailoa’s 
third pass of the game and Clemson’s de¬ 
fense shut down hopes of a Crimson Tide 
rally with three unlikely stops on downs in 
the second half. 

“That set the tone,” Clemson All-Ameri¬ 
can defensive end Clelin Ferrell said of 
Terrell’s TD. “There was no Plan B. There 
was no sitting back waiting as a defense. 
We were just going to try and attack. That’s 
all.” 

It was an unexpected ’Bama beatdown 
by the Tigers (15-0), who showed poise, 
strength on the offensive line and speed on 
defense to manhandle Nick Saban’s Tide. 

“We came in with the mindset that we 
were going to play on the balls of our feet 
and we were going to attack. And we did. 
We attacked the whole night,” coach Dabo 
Swinney said. 

The two teams swapped big plays early, 


something of a surprise with the two stout 
defenses on the field. Lawrence hit Tee 
Higgins with a 62-yard pass on third-and- 
14 deep in Tigers territory and Travis 
Etienne followed with a 17-yard TD run. 
Tagovailoa’s second interception in the 
first half, this one by Trayvon Mullen, led 
to another Clemson score and a 28-16 lead. 

In the second half, Ross and the defense 
took over. 

Ross, an Alabama native who spurned 
his home state school for Clemson, made 


several outstanding and timely grabs. He 
broke free for a 74-yard TD catch and run 
that put the Tigers ahead 37-16. On a third- 
and-12, Ross grabbed the ball with just his 
right hand for 37 yards and a Tide-deflat¬ 
ing first down. 

Lawrence said he knew the Tigers were 
in charge “when Justyn made that crazy 
catch down there, I said ‘We got this. It’s 
over.’” 

Alabama was going nowhere against 
Clemson when it mattered most. Backup 


defensive tackle Nyles Pinckney stuffed 
Alabama holder Mac Jones on a fake field- 
goal try that ended far short of its goal. 

Linebacker Tre Lamar and safety Tan¬ 
ner Muse stopped Tagovailoa a yard short 
on fourth-and-3 on Clemson’s 14. And with 
Alabama hoping for any sort of momen¬ 
tum swing, Ferrell stopped Tagovailoa for 
a 7-yard loss on fourth down near the goal 
line. 

By then, the Crimson Tide had little left 
to give. 


Tigers OL turns table on Alabama’s vaunted front 


By Michael Wagaman 
Associated Press 

SANTA CLARA, Calif. — Clemson’s first series ended in 
a three-and-out, yet center Justin Falcinelli was beaming 
with confidence. 

It only got better for the Tigers after that. 

The matchup between Alabama’s vaunted defensive line 
and Clemson’s offensive line that was projected as a mis¬ 
match was indeed one-sided. Only it was the Tigers control¬ 
ling things up front while the Crimson Tide’s defensive line 
was rendered moot as the Tigers beat Alabama 44-16 Mon¬ 
day night in the College Football Playoff national champi¬ 
onship game. 

“We felt it on that first drive,” Falcinelli said. “We felt 
like, ‘Hey we can move these guys and we can block these 
guys. We can play with them.’ And after that we were like, 
‘We got this.’” 

On a night when quarterback Trevor Lawrence passed 
for 347 yards and three touchdowns and Clemson’s defense 
provided pivotal plays, the Tigers offensive line didn’t allow 
a sack. 

Alabama went into the game with one of the top defensive 
lines in the country yet the Crimson Tide barely laid a hand 
on Lawrence. A split second after throwing his third touch¬ 
down pass, Lawrence took a big hit from blitzing Alabama 
linebacker Anfernee Jennings and stumbled backward but 
didn’t go down. 

It was one of the few times the Tide even got close to Law¬ 
rence. By then it hardly mattered. Lawrence regained his 


footing and quickly joined his teammates to celebrate. 

It wasn’t as if Lawrence was getting rid of the ball quick¬ 
ly, either. The freshman quarterback repeatedly stood in 
the pocket and scanned the field for several moments wait¬ 
ing until a receiver found an opening, without so much as a 
hint of an Alabama defender getting close to him. 

“They don’t get the credit because of all the skill guys 
around them,” said Clemson assistant offensive coordina¬ 
tor Tony Elliott. “But for us to be 
a balanced offense, to rush the 
way we’ve rushed, to throw the 
way we’ve thrown, man, the credit 
goes to those guys. We’re champs 
because of the way those guys 
played.” 

(Jutland Trophy winner Quinnen 
Williams, the anchor of Alabama’s 
defensive line who could be the No. 
1 overall pick in this year’s NFL 
Draft, was not much of a factor. 
Clemson left tackle Mitch Hyatt 
and left guard John Simpson double-teamed Williams most 
of the night and kept him from making much of an impact. 

Williams had only three tackles and defensive end Isaiah 
Buggs had four. No other Alabama defensive lineman had 
more than two. 

It was much the same when the Tigers went to their 
ground game. Clemson’s offensive line got just enough of a 
push to make room for running back Travis Etienne, who 
had a pair of rushing touchdowns and scored a third on a 


short shovel pass from Lawrence. 

“I thought if we were going to have an opportunity the 
best way to defend them is to rush four guys and play dif¬ 
ferent kinds of coverages,” Alabama coach Nick Saban said. 
“When we rushed four guys we didn’t get a lot of pressure. 
Their offensive line did a good job. [Lawrence] was very 
comfortable in the pocket, had time to throw and we didn’t 
get him covered very well in the back end at times.” 

As the final seconds ticked off the clock and a shower of 
orange, white and purple confetti rained down on the field 
at Levi’s Stadium, Simpson knelt with his head in his hand. 

“We were super prepared for this game,” Simpson said. 
“A few articles they had that the middle three were the 
weakness of (our) offensive line. We took it very personal 
and we were just trying to pound them, pound them and 
pound them to prove a point. 

“Everyone put the game on the offensive line’s shoulders. 
We knew it was going to have to be won in the trenches, and 
when we did it it was all a big rush.” 

It was in stark contrast from a year earlier when Ala¬ 
bama’s defense had no problem pushing the Tigers’ front 
five around. As Falcinelli put it, “They punched us in the 
mouth.” 

This time it was Clemson doing the punching. 

“We try to tune out as much as we can but it gets to you,” 
Falcinelli said. “We watched them on film and knew we 
had some opportunities. We thought we could do it com¬ 
ing in, and just to be able to go out and do it is amazing. 
After last year everyone was going, ‘Oh boy.’ This year it 
was different.” 


I 'we’re 
champs 
because of 
the way those 
guys played. * 

Tony Elliott 

Clemson assistant 
offensive coordinator 
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